 The 23rd Meeting of the Second Term Sham Shui Po District Council

                                         held on 3 April 2007                                         
Summary Report

(a)
The Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation meets the Councillors of Sham Shui Po District Council (SSPDC)


The Director and the officials of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) attended the meeting to present the work of AFCD.
2.

The Councillors expressed deep concern about the nuisance of house crows to residents in the district, and were very dissatisfied that AFCD only caught but not killed the house crows.  The Councillors then mentioned the monkeys that appeared in Beacon Hill also caused nuisance to the public, as well as the problem of street sleepers keeping cats and dogs.  The Councillors were also concerned about organic food, and hoped that AFCD would consider making arrangements for Councillors to visit the Organic Resource Centre in order to understand its operation.  In conclusion, the Council hoped that the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation would, in response to the petition of the residents and the views expressed by the Councillors during the meeting, especially those on the problem of house crows, consider and seriously deal with the problem, and that while treating the house crows humanely, should also deal with the nuisance suffered by the residents in a humane way and step up action to solve the problem.
(b)
Creative Media Centre of the School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong
3.

The representatives of the City University presented the paper on the Creative Media Centre of the School of Creative Media (the Centre).  In response to questions raised by the Councillors, the representatives said that the community and outreach facilities were integrated with teaching, the School of Creative Media would provide facilities and areas for public use through special arrangements.  The student hostel opposite to the Centre could be used as a temporary car park for the public who came to see exhibitions.  The height of the Centre was lower than that of the Beacon Heights and in compliance with the limit set by the Town Planning Board.  There should not be any problem in the transport ancillary facilities.
4.
The Council supported the construction works of the Centre and hoped that the City University could study and consider the views put forward by the Councillors.

(c)
Proposed renovation of the former North Kowloon Magistracy for use as the headquarters of the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA)
5.

The representatives of the Education and Manpower Bureau (EMB) and the HKEAA attended the meeting to present the paper and slides.
6.

The concerns expressed by the Councillors include: whether the public could see the relics preserved in the building, whether the building could be lent to government departments or organisations in the district to hold civic education activities etc, the degree and extent of preservation of court facilities after the renovation, and whether the office of HKEAA was temporary or permanent.
7.

In the meeting, the Councillors suggested HKEAA: (i) to use the site of the former Government Supplies Department in Wang Cheong Factory Estate in Sham Shui Po where there were spacious lifts, car parks and enough floor area; (ii) to use the sites left by schools that ceased to operate, so as to make optimum use of resources; (iii) to renovate the old school premises in Tokin Street so as not to sacrifice the building; (iv) to include the HKEAA headquarters in the construction project of the municipal services building in the district so as to increase the plot ratio; (v) to use the former site of Cheung Sha Wan police  staff quarters.
8.

The representative of EMB responded that the selection of site was carried out according to government procedures and had undergone a strict process.  First of all, the Government Property Agency confirmed that the former North Kowloon Magistracy was the only vacant government building which suited the requirements of HKEAA.  Afterwards, HKEAA carried out a feasibility study of works, and submitted the study report to the Environment, Transport and Works Bureau (ETWB) for approval.  After approval, EMB then consulted the District Council.  The study report included recommendations on the preservation of the internal and external areas with historical value and architectural characteristics.
9.

The Councillors noted that Sham Shui Po District School Liaison Committee had written to SSPDC to express support for the proposed renovation of the former North Kowloon Magistracy for use as the headquarters of HKEAA.  Some Councillors were of the view that if HKEAA could open part of the building for public use, then it would be a win-win solution.
10.

The Council concluded that the use of the building as office was not concerted with the focus of attention discussed all along by the Council, such as a museum.  The confidentiality requirement of the HKEAA office also contradicted with the public use and participation.  In 2002, the District Council had reached a consensus to develop the area designated for community use into a cultural area.   Thus, the Council could not support the proposed renovation of the building as the headquarters of HKEAA presented in the paper.
(d)
Request to improve the access and egress facilities for passengers of the MTR stations in the district
11.

The representative of the Mass Transit Railway (MTR) Corporation attended the meeting to give a slide presentation on the access and egress facilities of the MTR stations in Sham Shui Po district.
12.

The Councillors were of the view that the MTR Corporation disregarded the installation of lifts and escalators that go directly to the road level, so that the public had to walk all the way up.  The Councillors suggested to the MTR Corporation that lifts and escalators that go directly to the road level should be installed in busy stations, and the improvements measures could also bring an increase in passenger volume and income. The Councillors pointed out that the facilities in the MTR stations were only installed for the disabled and the able-bodied, whereas the aged who were in between these two categories had not been catered for.  The MTR Corporation should also cater for the needs of women carrying babies in prams, ladies wearing high-heeled shoes, the elderly and other people in need.
13.

The representative of the Transport Department (TD) said that the Highways Department (HyD) was responsible for the approval and review of the improvement projects in MTR stations.  When TD received such applications, it would assess the impact of works on pedestrians.  The government would also maintain close contact with the disabled and the elderly to gauge their views.  The representative of HyD supplemented that HyD had set up a Station and Transport Integration Committee, its members included representatives from TD, the Fire Services Department, the Home Affairs Department, the Lands Department, the Buildings Department and the Police, so as to expedite the approval of station improvement projects.  Moreover, in regard to the construction works of the MTR, HyD played a coordination role to monitor the progress of works as well as the temporary traffic measures during the construction period, so that the works would be completed as early as possible for the convenience of the public.
14.
The Councillors unanimously adopted the motion: the merger of the MTR Corporation and the Kowloon Canton Railway Corporation would make the above-mentioned problem even more severe, and the improvement of station facilities needed to be dealt with.  The District Council would write to ETWB to put forward that the MTR Corporation should seriously formulate plans to implement barrier-free access.  The MTR Corporation should give the difficulties and reasons for not installing facilities such as escalators or lifts in various MTR stations.  The matter would be followed up by the Working Group on Public Transport Services under the Traffic Committee to review the situation of the relevant facilities in each MTR station.
(e)
Social Welfare Department District Annual Work Plan 2007-2008
15.

The representative of the Social Welfare Department (SWD) attended the meeting to present the work of the above plan.
16.
The Councillors were concerned about the following matters: the manpower arrangements in regard to the division of West Kowloon Family and Child Protective Services Unit into Sham Shui Po District and Kowloon City / Yau Tsim Mong District; the problem of family violence in particular the problems of old husbands and young wives, conflicts between couples etc, and the demolition of So Uk Estate might cause hidden family problems to emerge.  The Councillors hoped that the Integrated Family Service Centres of non-government organisations could communicate more with the Councillors, especially in the handling of compassionate rehousing cases.  Good publicity was necessary for the newly introduced community mental health intervention scheme.  It was put forward in the Budget that a pilot scheme would be implemented in two districts to provide a one-stop support service for the elderly discharged from hospitals.  The Councillors hoped that even Sham Shui Po district was not included in the pilot scheme, coordination with the Hospital Authority should be enhanced first.  In addition, further improvement was necessary for the facilities and activities of the private homes for the elderly in the district.
17.
The representative of SWD responded that Integrated Home Care Services (IHCS) Teams in the district had already built up a mechanism for exchange of information with the Caritas Medical Centre.  The frail elderly who received the services of IHCS Teams could be immediately followed up by IHCS Teams after being discharged from hospitals.  With the division of the West Kowloon Family and Child Protective Services Unit into two units, supervision work would be improved.  Good publicity would surely be done for the community mental health intervention scheme to be implemented.  SWD would also motivate more organisations and volunteers to visit private homes for the elderly to organise activities for the residents.
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