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Discussion Paper Central & Western District Council
Paper No. 20/2004

Expansion of Heliport Facilities at Macau Ferry Terminal

Introduction

This paper briefs Members on the Government’s proposal
to expand the existing heliport on the rooftop of the Macau Ferry
Terminal (MFT) to cater for the development needs of cross-boundary
helicopter services.

Background

Z The Civil Aviation Department (CAD) has commissioned a
Consultancy Study on Helicopter Traffic Demand and Heliport
Development in Hong Kong. According to the Consultancy Study, the
number of passenger trips between Hong Kong and Macau by helicopters
experienced a significant annual growth rate of 23% between 1991 and
2001. The fast economic development of the Pearl River Delta (PRD)
and its growing links with Hong Kong present a virtually unexploited
market for cross-boundary helicopter services with significant growth
potential. The Consultancy Study projects that with the progressive
opening of PRD destinations, the overall cross-boundary passenger trips
would grow at an average rate of about 9.4% per annum between now
and 2020. We are of the view that development of crgss-boundary
helicopter services would further facilitate the flow of people between
Hong Kong and the PRD and reinforce Hong Kong’s position as an
international and regional aviation centre. The services would also
enhance tourism by expanding the portfolio of tourism products available.

3. The heliport on the rooftop of MFT is the only
cross-boundary heliport in the urban area. It has one elevated
landing/take-off helipad with a designed capacity of 30,700 {flight
movements per year. At present, the heliport is primarily used by the
helicopter services between Hong Kong and Macau. In 2002, the
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heliport handled 17,883 movements (i.e. 49 daily movements on average),
representing about 60% of its designed capacity, and is expected to be
fully utilized by end-2006. We therefore need to plan and construct
additional facilities to meet the anticipated growth in cross-boundary
helicopter traffic.

The Expansion Project

4. We have evaluated several expansion options of various
scale, including the longer-term development of a heliport on the rooftop
of the proposed cruise terminal in the Southeast Kowloon Development.
The present proposal for MFT can be implemented within a relatively
short period of time. This option involves adding one landing/take-off
pad and a new connecting taxiway to the existing MFT heliport. When
completed, it would expand the existing capacity of the MFT heliport by
80%, or an additional 24,500 movements each year. The expanded MFT
heliport is expected to meet the anticipated demand up to 2015. A
conceptual drawing of the expanded MFT heliport is at the Annex.

S, Given the commercial nature of the helicopter business and
the Government’s objective to involve private sector as much as possible
in delivering public projects, the expansion project will be funded and
carried out by the private sector. The expanded facility will be
developed, managed and operated by one single entity to ensure that there
will be seamless co-ordination between the construction of the new facility
and on-going operation of the existing facility. Supporting facilities and
staff can also be shared to achieve synergy and economies of scale.

6. We intend to award the tenancy to develop and operate the
heliport through open tender by mid-2004. The tenant will then have 2 %
years to undertake detailed environmental study and design, seek
regulatory approvals, and carry out the construction works, with a view to
commissioning the expanded heliport in end-2006.




Environmental Implications

7 Heliport development at the MFT constitutes a designated
project under the Environmental Impact Assessment (ETA) Ordinance. As
such, the project has to go through the statutory EIA process and an
environmental permit is required for its construction and operation.

8. A preliminary assessment has been conducted n the
Consultancy Study to assess the general environmental acceptability of
the proposed MFT expansion. The assessment indicates that, during
day-time, the expanded heliport could accommodate simultaneous
operations of two helicopters currently deployed for cross-boundary
services without causing unacceptable noise impact to the neighbouring
Noise Sensitive Receivers. Furthermore, the two commercial buildings
to the south of the heliport will serve as a barrier to reduce the noise
impact on residents in the neighborhood. The developer-cum-operator
of the heliport will be required to undertake the detailed EIA Study.

Views Sought

9. Members are invited to comment on the proposal to expand
the MFT heliport.

Civil Aviation Department
January 2004
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Existing helipad

Conceptual Drawing of the Expanded MFT Heliport

New helipad
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