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Discussion Paper C&WDC Paper No. 30/2004

ACQUISITION OF KOM TONG HALL
FOR USE AS THE DR. SUN YAT-SEN MUSEUM

Purpose

This paper serves to report on the acquisition of Kom Tong
Hall (KTH) for conversion as a Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum (Dr Sun
Museum).

The Proposed Dr Sun Museum

2. Dr Sun Yat-sen is one of the greatest leaders in modemn
Chinese history. He was closely connected to Hong Kong, a place where he
received secondary and university education, nurtured revolutionary ideas
and organized revolutionary activities. The Government has been
developing various initiatives, including establishing a Dr Sun Museum,
to commemorate Dr Sun’s life and activities in Hong Kong, so as to
enhance the public’s understanding of the important role played by Dr. Sun
in the history of modern China.

3. The Government has been trying to identify a suitable site for
the Dr Sun Museum. The historical building of KTH: i structurally
well-maintained, and is located in the Central and Western District where
Dr. Sun had studied and organized revolutionary activities. Besides, KTH
was built by Mr Ho Kom-tong (1866-1950), who had a strong personal
association with Dr Sun as they were both admitted to the Central School
(presently Queen’s College) in 1884. The Government therefore considers
that KTH is a suitable venue to accommodate the proposed Dr Sun
Museum. ‘

4, Upon completion of the surrender in April 2004 (please refer
to paragraphs 11 and 12 for .details), the building of KTH would be
refurbished to accommodate exhibition galleries, activity rooms, resource
centre etc. for conversion into a Dr Sun Museum. The theme of the
proposed Museum would primarily cover:

(a) the life of Dr Sun and his activities in Hong Kong, with a focus
on the role he played in modern Chinese history;




(b) the unique role of Hong Kong in the shaping of modern Ching
from the late 19" to early 20 century: and

(c) the history of KTH.

3. The Hong Kong Museum of History under the Leisure and
Cultural Services Department (LCSD) will take up the planning of the Dr
Sun Museum, whereas the Architectural Services Department will
supervise the conversion works. The design and planning work of the new
museum has commenced. Members’ view will be sought again when a
consolidated proposal is drawn up. The Antiquities and Monuments Office
(AMO) will closely monitor the restoration work to make sure that no
adverse impact would be caused to the building.

6. The Museum is tentatively scheduled for opening to the public
in November 2006 to celebrate the 140 anniversary of Dr Sun’s birthday.
Bemng in close vicinity of the Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail and other
heritage and tourist attractions in the Central and Western District, it is
anticipated that the Dr Sun Museum would serve as an anchor point to
promote cultural tourism in the area.

Kom Tong Hall

7 KTH was constructed in 1914 by Mr Ho Kom-tong, a
prominent businessman, community leader and philanthropist in Hong
Kong in the early 20™ century. In 1886, after graduating from the Central
School (now Queen’s College), Ho became a comprador of the Jardine,
Matheson & Co. Ltd. He was one of the founders of the Chinese General
Chamber of Commerce. He became the Chairman of the Tung Wah
Hospital Board of Directors in 1906 and founded the Kwong Wah Hospital
as the first hospital in the Kowloon Peninsula. In 1915, he founded the St.
John Ambulance Brigade in Hong Kong, and for 12 years was its sole
benefactor. ' B

8. When the Japanese invaded Hong Kong in 1941, KTH was
used by the British Air Raid Precaution Association as an emergency
station. After the Second World War, KTH remained the residence of the
Ho family until 1960, when a merchant surnamed Cheng took possession
of the building and in the next year sold it to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (the Church).

9. KTH is built in Edwardian classical style similar to the
headquarters block of the Central Police Station, featuring red brick walls,




granite dressings around windows and doors and ornate ironwork on
balconies. Internally the building is richly decorated in composite classical
style borrowing architectural features from the four Classical Orders. The
- building is on the whole very well maintained and shows only very minor
alterations to the original structures.

10. The Antiquities Advisory Board had been consulted on 10
March 2004 regarding the proposal of declaring KTH as a Monument
under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance. The Board supported the
proposal.

BACKGROUND

11. In July 2002, the Church submitted an application to the
Building Authority to demolish KTH. The AMO then raised strong
objection to the plan. There were also strong appeals from the Central and
Western District Council, the local community and the media to save the
building. Coincided with the Government’s search for a site to set up the
Dr Sun Museum and for reasons as elaborated in paragraph 3 above, a
- negotiation team led by the LCSD was formed in January 2003 to discuss
with the Church plans to convert KTH into a museum.

12, After a series of meetings, the Church accepted the
Government’s proposal in February 2004 to surrender KTH at a
consideration of $53 million. A Letter of Intent indicating the consensus
has been signed on 21 February 2004,:and a Deed of Surrender will be
signed as a formal agreement in late March to early April 2004 to complete
the transfer.

Leisure and Cultural Services Department
March 2004




