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Figure 1: West Island Line and South Island Line

Revised Proposal
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MTR Corporation

C&WDC Paper No 33/2004 Annex V

Central & Western District Council

West Island Line and South Island Line

Progress Update

Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to update Members on the progress of the latest development of
the West Island Line (WIL) and the South Island Line (SIL).

Introduction

The Transport and Traffic Committee of the Council was briefed of the preliminary proposal
of WIL and SIL and shared with the Corporation its comments at its meeting held on 25
September 2003.

The Committee’s valuable comments were considered carefully in the development of the

revised proposal.

Other District Councils and stakeholders were also consulted in the last few months. Their
comments on the preliminary WIL and SIL proposal were also considered and, where

appropriate, incorporated into a revised proposal.
West Island Line and South Island Line Revised Proposal
The revised proposal of the WIL and SIL has taken into account of the comments of the

Committee, particularly the provision of a station at Kennedy Town and the extension of the

Island Line into the Western District.
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The revised alignment is shown in figure 1. The section between Sheung Wan and Sa1 Ying

Pun (shown in blue in Figure 1) will be an extension of the Island Line.

The WIL (shown green in Figure 1) will run from Sai Ying Pun to Wong Chuk Hang with
proposed new stations at University (which was previously known as Belcher), Kennedy
Town, Cyberport, Wah Fu and Aberdeen. It will interchange with the extended Island Line
at Sai Ying Pun .

The SIL (shown red in Figure 1) will run from the South Horizons, via Lei Tung, Wong
Chuk Hang, Ocean Park to the north shore of Hong Kong Island providing interchange with
existing Island Line. Between Ocean Park and the north shore of Hong Kong Island, there
are three options. Option A will run directly from Ocean Park to the existing Admiralty
station. Options B will include a station at Happy Valley. Option C will provide an

additional interchange at Wanchai Station. All of these three options have their own merits.

The SIL will interchange with the WIL at Wong Chuk Hang where cross-platform
interchange arrangement is proposed. The interchange with ISL will be at Admiralty and

Wanchai, in case Option C is opted.

Most of WIL/SIL will be in tunnels except for the sections at Cyberport and Wong Chuk
Hang/Ocean Park area, which will be on viaducts. The crossing between Apleichau and
Wong Chuk Hang will be a bridge to be constructed alongside the existing Apleichau
Bridge.

The stations at Cyberport, Wong Chuk Hang and Ocean Park will be above ground and all

other stations will be underground.

The WIL and SIL will be served by a medium capacity railway system which will operate at

an initial peak hour headway of 2 minutes.

Benefits

The WIL and SIL will provide a better transport alternative to the Western and Southern

Districts. The traveling public will be benefited from the safe, reliable and speedy service of
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the railway and the less congested road network. For example, a trip from South Horizons
station to Admiralty station will take only 9 to 11 minutes. The total time saving in traveling

would be amounted to over 900 million hours in 40 years.

The railway option will also provide relief to the traffic congestion in the Aberdeen area, at

Aberdeen Tunnel, Apleichau Bridge and in Wanchai, Causeway Bay and Central Districts.

With a reduction of vehicles from road there will be improvements in air quality, noise

pollution as well as a reduction in road-related transport accidents.

The development of the Western and Southern Districts, tourism in particular, has long been
constrained by the lack of a reliable mass transportation system. The WIL and SIL will
remove this constraint and allow the districts to rejuvenate and develop in a more

sustainable manner.

Value of properties along the railway is expected to appreciate over time with the emerging
development opportunities. As a result, the financial returns to Government in the form of

increased property taxes, rates and land premium will benefit the community as a whole.

The increased economical activities and tourism development will create thousands of new

jobs in the neighbourhoods that the WIL and SIL will serve.

A full account of the external economic benefits generated by the WIL and SIL are being
studied by the Centre of Urban Planning & Environmental Management of the University of
Hong Kong.

Implementation

The Corporation has completed the WIL and SIL feasibility study and is currently compiling

a final proposal which will be submitted to the Government shortly.

The Corporation intends to reach an agreement with the Government in 2004 such that the

construction of the new lines will commence in 2005 and be put into service in 2009/2010.
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Public Consultation

The Corporation considers the views and support of the community are paramount to the
development of WIL and SIL. Public views sought enables the planning, design and
implementation of the railway to better suit the needs of the community and integrate with

the life of the community.

The Corporation is pleased to note that the WIL and SIL have received wide-spread support
during the consultation it conducted in the last few months and will continue to consult and
listen to the views of the community on the development of the WIL and SIL after the

submission of the project proposal.

The Corporation will in the next few months stage exhibition and other communication
programme to update members of the public on the progress of the proposed new lines and

will continue to seek public views on it.

Up-to-date information on WIL and SIL is also available at the Corporation’s website at

www.mtr.com.hk.

Members of the public may also feedback their views on WIL and SIL to us through MTR
hotline at 2881 8888 or in writing to GPO Box 9916 or at facsimile number 2795 9991.

Conclusion

Members are invited to take note of the WIL and SIL revised proposal and offer your views

and support to the projects.

MTR Corporation Limited
March 2004
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Figure 1: West Island Line and South Island Line Revised Proposal
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