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For Information C&W DC Paper No. 42/2004

Report on the 2"! Meeting of
the Food, Environment, Hygiene & Works Committee in 2004/2005
(19 February 2004)

The Terms of Reference of the Food. Environment, Hvgiene & Works Committee

and the Name List of Standing Representatives of Government Departments

With reference to the Terms of Reference of the Committee for 2004/2005,
Members proposed to amend “to monitor the services and facilities of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department” as “to monitor services and facilities on food,
environment, hygiene and public works as provided by various government
departments”. The “Terms of Reference of the Food, Environment, Hygiene &
Works Committee and the Name List of Standing Representatives of Government
Departments™ for the current year was accepted without further amendments.

Formation of the Working Groups under the Food, Environment, Hygiene &

Works Committee and Related Arrangements

The Committee resolved that four working groups, namely Working Group on
Greening and Beautification Works in the C&W District, Concern Group on the
Development of Markets in the C&W District, Concern Group on Urban Renewal
Projects in the C&W District and  Working Group on Environmental Protection
Campaign in the C&W District, would be formed under the Committee. The
working groups would be chaired by Mr. CHAN Choi-hi, Mr. TAI Cheuk-yin, Mr.
KAM Nai-wai and Ms. CHENG Lai-king respectively.

Standing Item —The Temporary Public Filling Barging Point in Sai Ying Pun

Representatives from Civil Engineering Department (CED) reported that Planning
Department (Plan D) had proposed three sites for the permanent Public Filling
Barging Point, i.e. the waterfront adjacent to the Western Wholesale Food Market, the
breakwater off Western District Public Cargo Working Area and the reclaimed land
near Island West Refuse Transfer Station. Among the three proposed sites, Plan D
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Under the revised scheme, the Central station would be located at Upper Albert
Road. Members considered that the proposed Central station would only cater for the
demand of the transient population rather than the local residents’ needs. They were
of the opinion that the station should be located at Hollywood Road, and that station
exit should be provided at spots including Hollywood Road, Wellington Street,
Queen’s Road Central, etc. Besides, a Member considered that as the Island Line
and Tung Chung Line of the Mass Transit Railway each had one of their stations in
Central, there was no need to include a Central Station for the Shatin to Central Link.
As an alternative, the proposed Central station could be combined with the existing

stations.  After deliberations, Members passed the two motions as follows:

“]. This Committee strongly requests Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation
that, in designing the Central station of the Shatin to Central Link, the station
exits must be located at or connected to Hollywood Road, Wellington Street,
Queen’s Road Central near the site of the former Central Market or the Central to
Mid-levels Escalator.

“2.  This Committee strongly requests Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation to
reconsider locating the Central station of the Shatin to Central Link at the site of
the former Hollywood Road Police Quarters or the site of the former Central
Market.”

Contract No. HK 16/03: Central Reclamation Phase III — Hinterland Drainage
Improvement Works Temporary Traffic Arrangement at Connaught Place

The Committee agreed to the contractor’s proposed temporary traffic arrangement
at Connaught Place adjacent to the Exchange Square, on the condition that Territory
Development Department (TDD) must guarantee the timely completion of the works
as specified.

Roads (Works, Use and Compensation) Ordinance (Chapter 370): Widening of
Carriageway of Seymour Road near its Junction with Robinson Road

Transport Department (TD) said that there was opposition from the local residents
against the resumption of the retaining wall of the property at No. 4 Seymour Road
for the road widening works. Besides, as the works in question were not major
improvement works, TD considered it not necessary to carry out the works for the

time being. TD would propose conducting the improvement works when
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redevelopment of the property at No. 4 Seymour Road and resumption of the retaining
wall in question were carried out in future. Since Members had reservation over the
cancellation of works, TD agreed to follow up the issue with the relevant Members
after the meeting.

2004-2005 Bus Route Development Programmes in Central & Western District

On the overall development of bus routes, the Committee considered that it was
unfair for TD to force residents of the Western District to change in Central for buses
traveling to the airport and the New Territories, especially at a time when the district
was not yet covered by any railway. The Committee requested the setting up of an
interchange at the entrance of the Western Harbour Crossing, so that passengers from
the Western District could interchange there for other bus routes passing through the
Crossing. In addition, the Committee also requested for the operation of new routes
from the Western District passing through the Crossing.

In addition, Members had the following opinions regarding some specific routes:

(1) requested the bus company concerned to increase the frequency of route
no. A12 during peak hours, and to add a bus stop at Ka On Street for route
no. All;

(11) requested the bus company concerned to, on a trial basis, cancel the bus
service of route no. 23B from 7:30 p.m. onwards from Monday to
Saturday and the service on Sundays and public holidays, as well as the
accompanying bus interchange programme, and to conduct a review on
this trial scheme after the residents get accustomed to the new arrangement.
Citybus Limited (CTB) agreed to run the trial scheme for six months, and

would report the findings to the Committee afterwards;

(ili)  requested the bus company concerned to consider retaining route no. 5X as

an express route traveling to and from the Western District; and

(iv)  requested that the service hours of the existing route no. 5C should remain

unchanged, so as not to affect the morning commuters.

The Committee requested TD to provide a concrete reply regarding the proposed

new routes running from the Southern District to the airport via the Western District
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Mansion was one of the target buildings on the List of Blitz Unauthorized Building
Works Clearance Operation 2004. C&WDO would liaise through the Chinese
Medicine Merchants Association with the shops concerned and try to reach a
consensus with them on the issue of extended displaying and hawking. Besides, C&W
DO would join hands with the BD and Lands Department (Lands D) to resolve the
problems of illegal structures and unauthorized structures, and would cooperate with
Lands D and the Police to tackle the problem of article obstruction by phases. C&W
DO would also explore with the Social Welfare Department ways to solve the
problem of street sleepers. The Committee suggested referring the issues to the
C&W DMC for follow-up action.

Request for Solving Problems Relating to the Smelly Drains around Belcher Bay

The Committee agreed to include the item as a standing item, on which the
departments concerned should regularly submit written reports comprising
information on: (1) the concentration of smell; (2) the number of complaints; (3) the
situation of unauthorized connection of drainage pipes; (4) the number of traps
installed; and (5) the number of times and dates of sludge-pumping. Besides, the
departments concerned should list out a comprehensive scheme for resolving the
problem of smelly drains, the timetable and the outstanding items. EPD
representatives advised that the situation would improve if the sludge clearance was
carried out once every two months. C&WDO would coordinate with Drainage
Services Department (DSD) and EPD with a view to increasing the number of

sludge-pumping and arranging for a pumping exercise as soon as possible.

Request for Solving the Problems of Odds and Ends Placed at G/F Shop, No. 8
Tai Ping Shan Street

Members said that the owner of a vacant shop at No. 8 Tai Ping Shan Street
placed a large quantity of odds and ends on the street and the canopy, and requested
the departments concerned to follow up and refer the case to the Social Welfare
Department. C&WDO representative pointed out that the owner had already pulled
down the canopy, and erected a wall-mounted iron rack for holding the odds and ends
and the canopy stand. In case the owner didn’t dispose of the articles obstructing the
street, C&WDO would consider taking further action together with Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) and the Police.
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(Third) Report on Action Plan on Team Clean Operations in Central & Western

District

C&WDO representative briefed Members on the progress of work on the Action
Plan on Team Clean Operations in the Central & Western District, including the
hygiene blackspots in the district, the problems of street sleepers and feral pigeons,
the quick response system, the district hygiene squads, Clean Hong Kong publicity
campaign, etc. Members suggested that C&WDO should submit its proposed
priority list on handling the blackspots to the District Council for discussion, and
include in the Action Plan the problem of feral pigeons at Jubilee Street near the
Central Market.

Any Other Business

C&WDO representative briefed Members on the progress of minor environmental

improvement projects in 2003/04.

Central & Western District Council Secretariat
March 2004
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