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Discussion Paper C&WDC Paper No. 48/2004

Interim Traffic Improvements

along Pok Fu Lam Road and Western District

Purpose

1.1 This paper aims to present the captioned interim traffic
improvement works, which include :

(a)  Construction of a covered footbridge spanning across Pok
Fu Lam (PFL) Road / Smithfield Extension at their junction
with Mt Davis Road, and deletion of existing at-grade

pedestrian crossings;

Construction of a bus layby at the Central-bound of PFL
Road north of Pokfield Road;

Improvement to the junction of Des Vouex Road West
(DVRW) / Water Street; and

Improvement to the junction of Smithfield / Pokfield Road
and conversion of the section of Pokfield Road between
Smithfield and the access to Academic Terrace to one-way
uphill.

Background

In 2002, the Highways Department completed the Study

“Alternative Alignments for Route 7 — Section between Kennedy
Town and Aberdeen - Investigation”. Apart from recommending
the alignments for the Route 7, the Study also recommended the
above traffic improvement measures to be implemented before
2006 to meet the anticipated traffic demands. These interim
traffic improvement measures were first made known to the
Central & Western District Council from a discussion paper
submitted by the Environment, Transport and Works Bureau in
early 2003.




2.3 Items (c¢) and (d) of the works described above are relatively
simple in nature. They have been circulated for comment through
the District Officer (C&W) in early 2003 and have been discussed
briefly during the TTC meetings held in March and September
2003.

3.  The Current and Interim Traffic Conditions and the Proposed Works

3.1 The PFL Road is a primary district distributor road and also a
major bus corridor linking the Southern District with the northern
shore of Hong Kong Island. Currently, it carries about 33,000

vehicles per day.

3.2 Upon completion of the “Smithfield Extension and the Associated
Roadworks” in 1998, the junction of PFL Road / Mount Davis
Road / Smithfield Extension has since operated satisfactorily.
However, the Study forecast that this junction will be overloaded
by 12% by the year 2006, due to natural traffic growth and
continuous developments in the Southern District. Replacing the
at-grade pedestrian crossings by the proposed footbridge will
enhance the capacity of PFL Road. The proposed footbridge
will be equipped with lifts for serving people with disabilities.

3.3 During peak hours, buses travelling along the Central-bound PFL
Road have to wait at the vicinity of the junction of Pokfield Road
before stopping at the bus-stop. By 2006, the Study forecast that
the junction of PFL Road / Pokfield Road will be overloaded by
8%, partly attributed to the frequent bus observations at the
bus-stop near the junction. The proposed bus layby, to be located
further north from the bus-stop and with room for two
double-deck buses will free up the carriageway space for through
traffic along PFL Road.

3.4 At the junction DVRW/ Water Street, the Study also forecast the
demand will exceed its capacity by 11% in 2006. The proposed
additional 30m short approaching lane can allow more vehicles to
pass the junction at green light. It will improve the overall

junction performance significantly.




3.5

3.6

4

4.1

4.2

At present, the junction of Pokfield Road and Smithfield operates
close to its capacity. Without any improvement, the junction
would be overloaded by 16% in 2006. Converting the section of
Pokfield Road between Smithfield and the access to the Academic
Terrace to one-way uphill can simplify the signal junction control

and hence uphold the junction capacity.

Annex A summarised the junctions assessment and the Annex Bl
and B2 outlined the four improvement measures are enclosed for

reference.

Benefits

PFL Road is a primary distributor road and a major bus corridor
linking the Southern District with the northern shore of Hong
Kong Island. The daily vehicular volume and patronage are heavy,
especially at peak hours. The proposed footbridge and bus layby
will enhance the overall capacity of PFL Road meeting the interim
demands and reducing journey time. The proposed footbridge will
also provide a safe and comfortable route for pedestrians across

the roads.

The short length of approaching lane at Water Street at its
junction with DVRW will greatly improve operation of the
junction. Similarly, the proposed one-way uphill scheme between
Smithfield and Academic Terrace can simplify the signal control
at the junction of Smithfield / Pokfield Road to cope with the
additional demand along Smithfield. At the same time,
opportunity will be taken for widening of the existing narrow
footpaths along Pokfield Road. This will benefit the students and
residents who have to walk along Pokfield Road to and from

Kennedy Town.




5. Implementation Programme

wn

o Highways Department will be the works agent for the works. All

improvement works are scheduled to complete by 2006.

6. Consultation

6.1 Members are invited to comment and offer their support on the

above interim traffic improvement schemes.

7. Annex

Annex A Summary of Junctions Assessment

Annex B1&B2 Layouts of the Proposed Improvement Schemes

Traffic Engineering (HK) Division,
Transport Department
May 2004




Mf{ A Annex A
BT Traffic Assessment

MOFER A BERMSE Junction Reserve Capacities:

E‘_%E Junction 0 Z2F 44 Reference Year 2006
SENCHRER BE AM | T4 PM | B E AM| T4 PM
| HEBRAOE/EE FEE/ 32 FEREER T j/o PFL Rd/Mt Davis/Smithfield
REEZTEE +24% +57% -3% -12%
w/o scheme
A B ETE +20% 7%
w/ scheme
MELAAE/ TS j/o PFL Rd/ Pokfield Road
REBFEFGE +10% +36% -8% 18%
wfo scheme
(7] 7 3 P T +24% +17%
w/ scheme
EEEE VS KERED jlo of Water Street/ DVRW
N AR PR H] 17% 31% -11% -8%
w/o scheme
L E] R ET 19% 22%
w/ scheme .
+RIERE FTREEEETT j/o Smithfield/ Pokfield Road
REAEFZDEE 2% 1% 1% -16%
w/o scheme )
A 7] 4 G P 5T 14% 12%

w/ scheme
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WHEB1 Annex B

By L, N
ST et
G .

i . @\{‘kﬁ
M T AR

Do re
S -
FOOTPATH WIDENING

LT HEEE AR -
. —— FOOTPATH WIDENING

o _7_1;—::. J.fxl\ﬁg Ff:l'
el dE

ZErE o

rutnfeld | errace e - e -

RS

WRERERE |

- 3
Praqrt sl

“manluakeen

L EXISTING |PAVEMENT TO BE — . :
CONVERTED TO CARRIAGEWAY | |
t\.‘f." i ) ’__: . : __‘
| ] s UL

I
i




=

L)

@ﬁ¢mﬁkﬁ N
PROPOSED FOOTPATH-——J“”/

25mMN. ) | Eﬁ%ﬂi%%ﬁ

/ EPROPosED BUé”EAYBY

/
il

-, ‘Playground 7T~ /!

Pg'kfular{\ Road- ..

?.ﬁPROPOSEQ 25
GhEAR\WWﬂ}PFOOTBRDGE

PAQSAGE
gy@ERNEATH

_ : J-
-“‘?‘- - !’.r ki . . § / 2 .
\\.\ /3:_:\. ; ."‘ g s ; . r / /




