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For Information C&W DC Paper No. 60/2004

Report on the 3™ Meeting of
the Culture, Leisure & Social Affairs Committee in 2004/2005
(22 April 2004)

Review of Built Heritage Conservation Policy Consultation Paper

Paper on Review of Built Heritase Conservation Policy

Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) representative briefed the Committee on the content of
Review of Built Heritage Conservation Policy Consultation Paper, including
formulating measures based on a holistic approach on built heritage conservation, as
well as the principles and objectives involved in the conservation work. The
majority of Members were concerned about whether HAB would put the emphasis on
“point” (i.e. the building itself), “line” (i.e. the street where the building stood) or
“surface” (i.e. the district where the building was located). They were of the opinion
that in conserving a building, the authorities should also consider whether the
environment and development of its surroundings could still complement its existence,

so as not to ruin the original appearance and historical background of the building.

On Patients Freelv Leaving and Entering Tune Wah Hospital at Po Yan Street,
Sai Ying Pun

A Member was concerned about patients’ freely leaving and returning to the Tung
Wah Hospital, because this might lead to the spread of diseases in the urban area.
On the other hand, germs might be carried into the hospital from outside, thus
affecting the well-being of patients. Hospital Authority (HA) representative pointed
out that the hospital management had posted notices reading “Please Don’t Leave the
Hospital Without Permission” at conspicuous locations within the hospital premises,

and would try their best to persuade patients not to leave without permission. In case

the patient concerned insisted on leaving, the security guards would, based on the
information in hand, inform the relevant wards for follow-up action. For patients

with contagious diseases which might impose danger to other patients, the hospital

would usually arrange for their staying in isolation wards, so as to ensure the health of




other patients and the public.

It was however suggested by a Member that for those patients not suffering from
infectious diseases, they should be allowed to leave the hospital from time to time for
a walk 1n the vicinity of the hospital, with or without the company of their relatives.

The public should not deprive these patients of their freedom in this respect.

Hospital Authority’s Proposed Reduction in Resources to its Hong Kong West

Cluster

Since resources were allocated to different clusters by the Government according to
the respective population of the area each cluster was serving, and given a low birth
rate and the financial deficit faced by the Government, the resources allocated to the
Hong Kong West Cluster would be reduced by about $0.2 billion, representing 6% of
the annual expenditure. A Member raised concern about whether this would lead to
a decline in the level of medical services and quality of drugs, and suggested that the
HA should consider reducing the salary of the higher-ranking officers instead of
reducing resources. On this, HA representative remarked that the expenditure on
medical staff had been reduced significantly through the voluntary retirement scheme.
Besides, the authorities had issued guidelines to ensure that the quality of medical

services received by patients would not be affected by a reduction in resources.

After deliberations, the Committee agreed to write to the departments concerned to

reflect Members’ opposition to the proposed reduction in medical resources.

To Actualize the Goal of Developnment in Primary Medical Services

In response to Members’ comment that the departments concerned should pay more
attention to primary medical services, the representative of the Department of Health
(DH) said that they were committed to providing high-quality primary medical
services and implementing a disease prevention scheme, including offering medical
services for citizens of different age groups. This year, DH would spend half of its
budget in disease prevention and health promotion, which amounted to $1.46 billion.
HA representative added that they had gradually taken over the general out-patient
clinics of DH since July last year, and their objectives were to (1) set up a
community-based health care service system; (2) develop a family medicine health




care model; and (3) satisfy the public’s demand for public medical services. In this

way, efforts were directed to facilitate the development of primary medical services.
After deliberations, Members passed the following two motions:

“The Government should consult District Councils and other sectors as soon as
possible with a view to formulating a strategy for developing primary medical
services and promoting the services among the public.”

“The Government should allocate more resources in developing primary

medical services and promoting community medical education.”

Request for Immediate Opening of the Water Fountain Adijacent to the

Memorial Stone

Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) placed a huge Christmas tree beside the water
fountain at the Statue Square last Christmas. In January this year, after the tree was
removed, it was discovered that some tiles at the water fountain were damaged. In
mid January, Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD), HKTB and
Architectural Services Department (Arch SD) conducted a joint site inspection, and
the repair and replacement works of tiles had commenced. It was anticipated that
the water fountain could be re-opened on 23 April this year and that it would operate
between 9 a.m. and 11 p.m. afterwards. As for the suggestion by a Member that the
fountain could be used to create a water curtain visual effect, LCSD representative
advised that they would consider this suggestion and assess its feasibility with

reference to the availability of resources and technical problems.

Provision of Fitness Equipment for the Elderly and Repairs of the Pavilion and
the Roof Cover of the Seating at the Park

Request for Provision of Foot Massage Pebbled Walks at Belcher Bay Garden.
King George V Memorial Park, Hollywood Road Park. Sun Yat Sen Memorial
Park. Blake Gardens. Caine Lane Garden. Cadogan Street Temporary Garden,
Third Street Plaveround and Li Sing Street Plavground

Members pointed out that the fitness equipment, the covered seating and the foot

massage pebbled walks in the parks were well-received by citizens, and requested that




LCSD should provide the said facilities in a number of parks in the District for the use
of more local residents. LCSD representative advised that they were aware of the
public’s acute demand for the facilities, and had discussed with the Arch SD on
providing foot massage pebbled walks in Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park and Belcher
Bay Garden. It was anticipated that the constructions works would commence
shortly. However, as for other parks which were smaller in size, provision of such
facilities would not be possible unless some existing facilities were altered or
removed to make room for the new facilities. LCSD representative pointed out that
this might be objected by some people. After deliberations, the Committee agreed
that the issue would be followed up by its Concern Group on Culture, Leisure and

Sport Affairs.

Request for Amendment to MTRC’s Policy in Defining Students as Those Aged
Below 25

Members strongly requested that the MTR Corporation (MTRC) should amend its
policy in defining students as those aged below 25, because it was not fair to those
full-time students above the age of 25.  Members opined that full-time students aged
above 25 should also be eligible for concessionary fares and requested the Transport
Department (TD) to reflect their view to other public transport operators. ~As no
representatives from MTRC attended the meeting, Members agreed to write to MTRC

to express their dissatisfaction after the meeting.
After deliberations, the Committee passed the motion as follows:
“Requests that the MTRC should relax the eligibility criteria so that full-time

students aged above 25 will be eligible for joining its concessionary scheme.”

Concern over Abuse of Power by the Police

Members were not satisfied with the prohibition of a reporter from reporting by the
Police. They requested the Police to provide an explanation, and would like to know
if they had offered training to officers up to the superintendent rank on how to deal
with similar incidents. Hong Kong Police Force (The Police) representative opined
that the case concerned was a single and independent incident, which had been
referred to Complaints Against Police Office for follow-up. It was reported that the

superintendent concerned was not so sure of the reporter’s identity. He therefore




approached the reporter to ask for more information, and advised him to return to the
reporter’s zone. As the reporter did not return to the reporters’ zone as advised, the
police had to rely on other measures to take him away. The representative agreed
that the superintendent over-reacted in the incident, but he pointed out that the Police
would never try to interfere with the freedom of the press. He went on to provide
more details, saying that as long as the person did not cause inconvenience to others
and violate others’ privacy, the Police would not interfere with anyone taking photos

in the street.  Besides, citizens need not apply to the Police for using a loudspeaker.

Application for C&W DC Fund Allocation — “A Cantonese Operatic Songs
Concert — Different Hands. Single Voice”

Given that the theme of International Day of Disabled Persons in 2004 was “Art of
the Integrated”, the Working Group on Rehabilitation Service intended to organize “A
Cantonese Operatic Songs Concert — Different Hands, Single Voice”, so as to allow
all Cantonese Opera lovers including the disabled to be on the same stage despite all
their difference. Disabled musicians would also be invited for mutually beneficial
sharing. The target audience would be from various elderly health centres, hostels
for the elderly and local organizations. It was hoped that this activity would be able
to promote the spirit of integration among different groups of people in the District.
The Committee agreed to allocate $11,750 to the Working Group for organization of

this function.

Annual Lions Clubs International Convention to be Held in Hong Kong

The 88" Lions Clubs International Convention would be held in Hong Kong in 2005.
Representatives of Lions Clubs International (Lions Clubs) introduced the project to
Members, and said that they would erect large-scale publicity items at prominent
locations across the territory, and even place some landmarks or statues to mark the
event. Such publicity items would also attract foreign visitors to Hong Kong.
Members welcomed this project, and opined that Lions Clubs were experienced in
organizing large-scale events, and the project had won the support of HAB. C&W
DO would closely coordinate with the Lions Clubs, with a view to identifying suitable
locations for setting up landmarks and conducting publicity activities, and report the

progress to the Committee.



Work Plan of ICAC Regional Office (Hong Kong West/Islands) 2004/2005

Representatives of Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) briefed
Members on the Work Plan of its Regional Office (Hong Kong West/Islands)
2004/2005, including district anti-corruption activities, anti-corruption education,
large-scale seminars for the business and banking sectors, training courses for
property management companies and management resources cenires, etc. Besides,
they would, via DO, distribute their guidelines on anti-corruption to all Owners’
Corporations in the Central and Western District for reference of property
management companies before signing any contracts. The guidelines could serve to

enhance their anti-corruption awareness.

Green Campaign

Organized by the Working Group on Civic Education and co-organized by LCSD and
Home Affairs Department, this campaign aimed at increasing the awareness of
citizens to treasure, protect and beautify our environment through participation in
growing flowers. With the promotion efforts of DC and local organizations, this
campaign would be able to strengthen the spirit of community participation and
building. The opening ceremony would be held in May this year, and DCs and DOs
of all districts would organize related promotional activities from end of May to June.
After deliberations, the Committee agreed to participate in the campaign and refer the
project to the Working Group on Greening and Beautification Works under the Food,

Environment, Hygiene & Works Committee for follow-up.

Central & Western District Council Secretariat
April 2004




