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For Information C&W DC Paper No. 63/2004

Report on the 3" Meeting of
the Traffic & Transport Committee in 2004/2005
(15 April 2004)

Concern over the Progress on the Construction of Centre Street Escalator

Transport Department (TD) said that in its new strategy on South Hong Kong
Island Line recently submitted to the Government, Mass Transit Railway Corporation
(MTRC) proposed to construct an entrance/exit at Bonham Road. As such, TD has
to review the design of the Central Street Escalator in order to avoid duplication of
resources with the MTR entrance/exit facilities. Members were of the opinion that
TD should implement the construction works of the Central Street Escalator as soon
as possible, and that MTRC should design the entrance/exit facilities. having
consideration to the proposed escalator. Members agreed to send a letter to TD and
MTRC to reflect their opinions.

Expedite the Improvement on the Pavement at Park Road/Robinson Road

TD informed that they could not carry out the pavement widening works, mainly
due to technical difficulties encountered by the Highways Depaﬁmcm (Hy D) in
working out the design for the section of pavement concerned. Members wanted to
know the details of the technical difficulties, and agreed that the issue should be
followed up by the Central and Western District Management Committee
(C&WDMC). Besides, Members passed the motion as follows:

“The C&W Traffic & Transport Committee strongly requests the Government
to widen the pavement at Park Road/Robinson Road immediately with a view

to enhancing the safety of pedestrians.”




Strong Request for Restoring Wyndham Street (the Section between Wellington
Street and Queen’s Road Central) to Two-Lane Traffic

TD advised that the reason behind the narrowing of the junction of Wyndham
Street was to direct vehicles into Queen’s Road Central in one traffic lane, which was
to complement the arrangement of reducing the number of lanes at that section of
Queen’s Road Central from three to two, so as to avoid any accidents resulting from
vehicles of two lanes competing to enter Queen’s Road Central at the junction.
Members agreed to conduct a site inspection to investigate the traffic conditions
around Wyndham Street in order to find out the reasons for traffic congestion and

work out possible solutions. Besides, Members passed the motion as follows:
“The C&W Traffic & Transport Committee strongly requests that Transport

Department should restore Wyndham Street (the section between Wellington

Street and Queen’s Road Central) to two-lane traffic.”

Request for Improvement to the Uneven Road Surface at Kennedy Town Prava

Hy D pointed out that they had general acceptance standards for temporary road
rehabilitation works on road surface and would continue to monitor the road surface
conditions after the completion of works. In case of detected defects, the contractors
concerned would be requested to conduct emergency repairs. As for the section at
Kennedy Town Praya mentioned by Members, Water Supplies Department (WSD)
said that the waterworks concerned were just completed, and would be followed by
the permanent rehabilitation works on the road surface. It was anticipated that the
works on the climbing lane would be completed in April, and that on the fast lane
would commence in May. The works for each lane required about two weeks to

complete.

Request for the Construction of Staircase leading to Victoria Road at the Slope
of Ka Wai Man Road off Cayman Rise

Civil Engineering Department (CED) pointed out that, as the slope in question
was steep and high and the soil behaviour thereat was unsatisfactory, the department
considered it undesirable to build a staircase over the slope as this would overload the

slope.  As regards members’ suggestion to add a safety island at the junction of Ka




Wai Man Road/ Victoria Road, TD said that they would consider providing a
temporary safety island at the commencement of the slope stabilization works based

on CED’s plan indicating the locations of hoarding at the construction site.

Request for Increasing Frequency and Extending Service Hours of Bus Route No.
971

Both TD and New World First Bus Services Limited (NWFB) said that
patronage of route No 971 has been low since its operation. However, they would
closely monitor the passenger demand and would adjust the frequency and service
hours of the route when necessary. Members pointed out that since buses of the
route currently plied through roads in the remote areas in Kowloon before arriving at
Nam Cheong Station of the West Rail, the route was not popular and did not suit the
needs of residents of the Western District. Members therefore requested that TD and

NWEFB should implement re-routing of the route.

Dangerous Bend at the Junction of Cotton Tree Drive and Garden Road

TD said that they had planned to relocate the traffic signs erected at the triangular
island at the junction of Cotton Tree Drive and Garden Road to avoid blocking the
view of motorists. As regards the bend off Helena May Institute, TD pointed out
that the road section met all safety standards, but they would rearrange the traffic
signs for further improvement. In addition, they would advise the Police to pay
attention to the traffic conditions there and to exercise more stringent control through

traffic prosecution to further ensure the safety of road users.

Concern over the Adverse Effect of Parking of Taxis on the Traffic and Daily

Lives of L.ocal Residents in Central District (around Central Building, Wvyvndham

Street and Lyndhurst Terrace)

Members requested that TD should enhance traffic management measures
including those for the taxi stand concerned and consider cancellation of the taxi stand
at Central Building. Besides, Members requested the Police to increase the
manpower deployed to Wyndham Street and Lyndhurst Terrace for law enforcement

and prosecution of taxi drivers who committed driving offences.




Traffic Accident at the Junction of Second Street and Eastern Street, Sai Ying

Pun

Members proposed various solutions for enhancing road safety at the junction
concerned, including lengthening the pavement railing at the junction and considering

designating the section of Eastern Street between First Street and Second Street as an

emergency vehicular access. Members were also concerned about the possible

effects of redevelopment of First Street and Second Street on the traffic around the
region. TD said that they would consider the solutions proposed by Members with

reference to the possible effects of redevelopment of the district on the traffic.

Action Checklist - Request for Operating New Bus Routes from the Southern

District to the Airport via the Western District and the Western Harbour

Crossing

With regard (o Members® request for operatin g new bus routes from the Southern
District to the airport via the Western District and the Western Harbour Crossing, TD
expressed after the last meeting that to avoid congestion and environmental problems
caused by duplication of services, no such routes would be provided for the time
being. However, TD would continue to closely monitor the demand for bus services
in the Western District, with a view to reviewing and adjusting the existing bus
services with the bus companies as and when required. Members were not satisfied
with the response from TD, and agreed to send a letter to Commissioner for Transport

to request for an appointment with him to reflect their views direct.

Request for Opening the Loading/Unloading Area outside Cheung Kong Centre

(near the Entrance of its Car Park) for Public Use

TD said that the loading/unloading area concerned had been designated for use
as a bus stop to ease the traffic congestion at Queen’s Road Central. Besides, a
Member raised concern about the right of way of the government land surrounding
Cheung Kong Centre, and said that the issue would be submitted to Central and

Western District Council for discussion.

Central & Western District Council Secretariat
April 2004




