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For Information C&W DC Paper No. 82/2004

Report on the 4" Meeting of
the Culture, Leisure & Social Affairs Committee in 2004/2005
(17" June 2004)

(1) Proposed Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum

Representative of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) briefed
members on the proposal of setting up a Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum at Kom Tong Hall,
and informed Members that four permanent exhibition halls would be provided in the
museum. Two exhibition halls would be used for displaying information on Dr
Sun’s life story, whereas another one would be dedicated for introducing the political,
social and economic aspects of Hong Kong in the 19™ century, and the last one for
detailing the history of Kom Tong Hall and its restoration works. A bronze statue of
a young Dr Sun would be placed in the museum. Members approved of the proposal,
and thanked the department for their efforts in gathering information and exhibits for
the museum. A Member suggested including more materials on Dr Sun’s student
life for teaching purposes. Another Member suggested that the authorities should

report annually to the District Council the progress of implementing this project.

(2) Request for Provision of Additional Public Libraries in Sheung Wan and the
Mid-Levels

Responding to Members’ request for provision of additional libraries, LCSD’s
representative pointed out that there were already three libraries in the Central &
Western District and the relevant requirement of thePlanning Department (Plan D) (as
contained in Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines) had been met.  Besides,
owing to a lack of resources, LCSD would consider setting up libraries where there
was a more urgent need. Thus, the request for provision of an additional library in
Sheung Wan and the Mid-Levels could not be acceded to. A Member reiterated that
there was the actual need for an additional library, and suggested LCSD to place
collection boxes for returned books at various locations to offer citizens more

convenience. LCSD’s representative noted the suggestion, but informed that as the




boxes had to be used in conjunction with the libraries’ computer system, they could
not be placed in spots away from the libraries. A fter deliberation, Members agreed
to write to the Director of LCSD to reflect their opinions.

(3) Feasibilitv of Setting up a “Dog Zone” in the Central & Western District

A Member proposed that the department concerned should consider setting up a “dog
zone” in the Central & Western District, allowing dog owners to walk their dogs
freely in the dog park provided. LCSD’s representative pointed out that at present,
the Peak Gardens had already served such purposes, with dog latrines and dog excreta
collection bins provided in the gardens. It was further suggested that foreign
experiences in this aspect might not be applicable to the Central & Western District
which was highly-populated. However, in case Members could identify some
suitable sites for setting up the zone, LCSD would be willing to study the feasibility
and follow up the case as appropriate. Members unanimously agreed that the issue
would be discussed and followed up by the Concern Group on Culture, Leisure and
Sports Affairs.

(4) Concern over the Utilization Rate of Day Care Centres for the Elderly in the
Central & Western District

In reflecting the views of staff of some day care centres for the elderly, a Member
pointed out that there was a low utilization rate of such centres at present, which
might be the result of the arrangements on how applications by the elderly for places
in the centres were possessed. Representative of the Social Welfare Department
(SWD) replied that there were a total of 104 places in the three centres in the Central
& Western District, and the number of registered applicants amounted to 113.7% of
the number of places on average. In order to increase the utilization rate of the
centres, SWD had joined hands with the three centres to step up the publicity work
within the district, and would promote the service by arranging visits to elderly
centres. Besides, those who had been assessed as having the need for health care
could simultaneously apply for community and residential care service. In case their
application for service of day care centre was approved at an earlier time, their
application for residential care service would be treated as an inactive application.
However, if they were in need of the residential care service later, their cases could be

turned into an active application. Thus, the fact that a senior citizen had enjoyed the




service of a day care centre would in no way affect his position on the waiting list for
a place in a home for the aged.

(5) Request for Lowering the Minimum Age Requirement for the Senior Citizen

Card Scheme to 60 and Providing Half Fare Concessions to Senior Citizens Aged

60 or Above on All Routes by Public Transport Operators

At present, the minimum age requirement for the Senior Citizen Card Scheme was 65,
and most of the public transport operators provided half fare concessions to those
aged 65 or above. However, a Member was of the opinion that the organizations had
neglected the needs of those aged between 60 and 65. Thus, it was proposed that the
minimum age requirement for the Senior Citizen Card Scheme should be lowered to
60 and that half fare concessions should be provided by the public transport operators
to senior citizens aged 60 or above. Many operators had already replied that they
could not provide such concessions for the time being, but would continue to listen to
public views and pay attention to public needs. SWD’s representative noted the
proposal on extending the scope of the Senior Citizen Card Scheme and enhancing the
related publicity work, as well as commending shops offering discounts to senior

citizen cardholders.

(6) Request for Development of the Soccer Teams of 18 Districts

A Member showed concern about the development of the soccer teams of the 18
districts, including the recruitment of youngsters and the financial arrangements.
Another Member opined that the sports event should not be sponsored by District
Councils on a long term basis, and that the sponsored amount should not exceed half
of the total budget. On recruitment matters, representative of the Central & Western
District Office pointed out that they would join hands with the Central & Western
District Recreation & Sport Association to maintain close contact with schools and
youth centres in the district, so as to encourage more young people to participate.
LCSD’s representative added that the sports event was organized by the Hong Kong
Football Association and assisted by them. However, LCSD could not provide
financial assistance for the event for the time being. After deliberation, the
Committee agreed that the financial problem should be raised by
Chairman/Vice-chairman of District Council at the meeting with their counterparts of

other District Councils. It was also suggested that the event could be sponsored by
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Hong Kong Jockey Club with funding from its revenue from soccer betting.

(7) To Consider Issuing Another Tvpe of Liguor Licence

A Member suggested issuing another type of liquor licence restricting the time of
selling liquor to 11 p.m., so as to ensure nearby residents an undisturbed living
environment. The Health, Welfare and Food Bureau (HWFB) replied that the Liquor
Licensing Board could actually include additional conditions in the licence issued to
the food establishment, imposing certain restrictions like that on the time of selling
liquor to 11 p.m. In response to the criticism that the Board had disregarded the
views of the District Council over the years, representative of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (Secretariat of the Board) pointed out that of 65
food establishments with a liquor licence in the Soho district, 24 were subject to the
restriction on liquor selling time of up to 11 p.m.. This indicated that the Board had
already considered the views of the District Council and had appropriately imposed
restrictions with reference to the locations and conditions specific to the
establishments concerned. A Member suggested that the policy bureau concerned
should be informed of the inadequacy of the procedure of issuing a liquor licence and

also the relevant legislation, as well as the need for a review.

(8) To Address the Environmental Concern and Avoid the Abuse (or Minimize
the Use) of Plastic Bags

A Member pointed out that there was serious abuse in the use of plastic bags in Hong
Kong, and suggested the department concerned to introduce an environmental
protection tax according to the "polluter pays" principle, so as to create a deterring
effect. Another Member considered that besides imposing a new tax, the department
could adopt other methods including advising the supermarkets to charge their
customer $0.1 for each extra plastic bag, introducing biodegradable plastic bags, etc.
In addition, large business organizations could be encouraged to support the green
movement: Representative of the Environmental Protection Department (EPD)
pointed out that they agreed it was appropriate for the time being to organize activities
promoting the importance of using fewer plastic bags, and that they planned to run a
trial scheme on recycling of plastic bags. Moreover, they would also assess the
feasibility of collecting plastic bags by collection boxes currently used only for

collecting plastic bottles. They would encourage supermarkets to supply fewer




plastic bags to customers. However, owing to intense competition among
supermarkets, the department’s efforts in this respect had not been too fruitful.

(9) Application for DC Fund Allocation bv Working Group on Civic Education

Members endorsed the application for DC fund of $86,830 submitted by the Working
Group on Civil Education for organizing three activities, namely “Together We
Support the Anti-corruption Campaign” ( " {RE[a][ ~ HLEEEER 1), “With Love We
Help” ( " ZOZITEBIA | ) and “My Chinese Heart” ( TERESREL ).

(10) Application for DC Fund Allocation by Working Group on Rehabilitation
Service

Members endorsed the application for DC fund of $130,000 submitted by the
Working Group on Rehabilitation Service for jointly organizing a series of activities
under the name of “Together We Care” ( r{%ﬁi—%jﬂéféﬁ‘[ﬁq ) with Central and
Western/Islands District Co-ordinating Commiittee on Rehabilitation Services of SWD
and Central & Western District Rehabilitation Services Promotion Committee.

(11) Application for DC Fund Allocation by Working Group on Elderly Service

Members endorsed the application for DC fund of $334,245 submitted by the
Working Group on Elderly Service for organizing (i) “Concern for the Singled Elderly
Project 2004/05”, (ii) “Cantonese Opera Shows for the Elderly in the C&W District”,
(1i1) “Tour Visits to Elderly Servicing Organizations in the District”, (iv) “The Elderly
Shining in the C&W District”( " gL P | ) , (v) “The New Force of the
Elderly” ("7 &3 % s PG REH T RACHEHE ), (vi) “Live and Safe on the
Internet” (" #7FHEHHHE ) and (vii) “Across the Winter Internet Services Programme”
("TT—REESE TX , NS ARTEET#E] | ). Besides, the Committee endorsed the
organizing arrangements on “Publication of Calendars for the Elderly” through

organizational sponsorship.




(12) Rationalization of Maternal and Child Health Service

Representative of the Department of Health (DH) briefed Members on the details of
the rationalization scheme, and informed that owing to the declining birth rate, the
decreasing number of patients and the increasing demand for quality service, they
planned to rationalize the maternal and child health service for the 18 districts.
Accordingly, the three maternal and child health centres in the Central District, the
Western District and Kennedy Town respectively would be merged into one centre to
be located in Sai Ying Pun, with a view to providing more suitable and
comprehensive maternal and child health service in the Central & Western District.
Members basically supported the scheme. However, a Member opined that it was
not convenient to travel to and from the Sai Ying Pun Maternal and Child Health
Service Centre, and suggested DH to retain the centre in Kennedy Town as an

alternative service provider. DH agreed to consider this suggestion.

(13) Rationalization of Familv Service in the Central & Western District

SWD briefed Members on the rationalization scheme, and advised that there would be
three family service centres subsequent to the rationalization, namely (i) SWD’s
Central and Islands Integrated Family Service Centre, (ii), SWD’s High Street
Integrated Family Service Centre and (iii) Hong Kong Catholic Marriage Advisory
Council’s Western District Integrated Family Service Centre. Visitors would be
referred to one of the centres according to where they lived. Besides, they agreed to
provide information for Members’ reference on the staffing position and service areas

before and after the rationalization.

Central & Western District Council Secretariat
June 2004



