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For Information C&W DC Paper No.84/2004

Report on the 4" Meeting of
the Food. Environment, Hvgiene & Works Committee in 2004/2005
(3 June 2004)

1. Standing Item — The Temporary Public Filling Barging Point in Sai Ying Pun

Members proposed that the Civil Engineering Department (CED) should consult the
Harbour-front Enhancement Committee on the newly identified site for the permanent
public filling barging point in the Central & Western District. CED representative
reported that they would appoint a consultant to conduct a traffic impact assessment
on surface transport and an environment research on the site at the breakwater in the
Western District Public Cargo Working Area. Besides, it was pointed out that the
Complaints Division of the Legislative Council Secretariat had received complaints
from local complaint-receiving organizations, including objections from operators of
the working area. The Environment, Transport and Works Bureau and the Economic
Development and Labour Bureau would carefully consider comments from the
industry practitioners on the relocation proposal, and would follow up the issue with
the Marine Department. The Administration has not yet made any final conclusion

for the time being.

2. Standing Item — Malodour Problem at Belcher Bay

Members opined that although the relevant departments had agreed to adopt
indicators derived from the improved conditions as observed in the site inspection on
7™ May this year as the base for comparison, local residents reflected that there were
still malodour around 10 p.m. onwards each day. As such, Members requested the
departments concerned to strengthen their coordination and expedite their progress of
work. The departments concerned would continue to follow up the issue, e.g. the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD) would step up their monitoring of the
concentration level of smell from drainage inlets and the unauthorized connection

problems, the Drainage Services Department (DSD) would actively consider




increasing the number of sludge-pumping exercise for manholes, the Highways
Department (Hy D) would install traps for drainage pipes in the black spot area, and
the District Office (DO) would continue to coordinate the work of all departments

concerned.

3. PWP Item No. 4127CD Drainage Improvement in Northern Hong Kong Island:

Sheung Wan Stormwater Pumping Station

In order to solve the flooding problems at the low-lying area around Wing Lok Street,
the DSD proposed to build a Sheung Wan stormwater pumping station at the former
Gala Point site, Sheung Wan. Major part of the proposed stormwater pumping
station would be built underground, with the exception of the control room. Since
the stormwater pumping station would be located underneath Phase 2 of the Sun Yat
Sen Memorial Park, the design of its portion above ground level would be compatible
with that of the open space of the park. The Committee agreed in principle to the
construction of the pumping station, but suggested that DSD and Architectural
Services Department (ASD) should consider reducing the control room area of the
pumping station above ground level and locating it towards the western part of the
park. The Committee requested DSD to follow up on the feasibility of the proposal

and report their findings before the proposal was finalized.

4. Chemical Waste Found at the Refuse Collection Point at Sai See Street

Members were concerned about whether there were regulations in force to regulate
the disposal of chemical waste and the actual enforcement of the regulations. EPD
pointed out that the disposal of chemical waste was regulated by the Waste Disposal
Ordinance enforced by the department. On disclosure of the case of chemical waste
being found at the refuse collection point at Sai See Street, the department has
deployed staff to companies suspected of producing the waste within the district to
carry out inspection, and reminded the officers-in-charge to abide by the said

Ordinance when handling chemical waste.




S. Concern over the High Level of Bacteria in the Air at Sai Ying Pun Market
Which Exceeded the Prescribed Level

Members requested the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) to
increase the number of cleaning exercise of the air-conditioning and extracting
systems in Sai Ying Pun Market, and suggested EPD to carry out a comparative study
on the air quality of air-conditioned and non-air-conditioned markets in the Central &
Western District. EPD explained that the indoor air quality indicators as adopted by
researchers at the university was not applicable to markets. Besides, the
concentration of bacteria found per cubic metre of air inside Sai Ying Pun Market was

not any higher than that of other markets, and the air quality was not any lower.

6. Who is Responsible for Looking into the Leakage Problems at Domestic

Premises?

Members were of the opinion that the departments concerned were not efficient in
handling leakage problems. Besides, the success rate of identifying the source of
water leakage and solving the leakage problem through FEHD’s dye and tracer study
was low. -At present, the Water Supplies Department (WSD) and the Buildings
Department (BD) follow up cases related to the wasteful use of drinking water and
structural defects resulting from water leakage. FEHD also serve the Nuisance
Notice to the owners concerned requesting them to eliminate the nuisance. In the
long term, the Government would promote the sense of responsibility of owners in
proper maintenance of the facilities in their units through publicity. Members
requested the Home Affairs Department (HAD) to implement as soon as possible one
of the suggestions in Team Clean’s earlier report, i.e. to coordinate FEHD, BD and

WSD in setting up a joint office to assist owners of premises in tracing the source of

water leakage.

7. Concern over Who Should be Responsible for the Repair Works of the
Retaining Wall at 188-190, 192-194. 196-198 and 200-202 of Queen’s Road West

The Geotechnical Engineering Office appointed a consultant in 1999 to examine the
stability of the retaining wall, and issued a repair order based on the detected safety
problems. The retaining wall was built on a private lot, the lease of which stated that

the owners should be responsible for the repairs and maintenance of the retaining wall




and buildings on the private land. As such, members viewed that the building
concerned was built prior to the Prince Philip Dental Hospital, and that ASD had
reduced the height of the wall by removing part of it and constructed a footpath
thereon when building the hospital. In view of this, the Geotechnical Engineering
Office should investigate whether the maintenance of the wall should be the sole

responsibility of the owners concerned and not that of the Government or the hospital.

8. Request for Improvement of the Environmental and Hvgiene Conditions
Affected by the Recvclable Waste Collectors at Tung Loi Lane, Sheung Wan

Members were very concerned about the environmental and hygiene problems caused
by the recyclable waste collectors concerned, and opined that the relevant departments
should step up prosecution, dispose of those waste papers on the street as soon as
possible, handle the problems caused by prolonged illegal park of trucks thereat and
deal with the unauthorized canopy erected outside the shop. DO agreed to join
hands with all departments concerned to follow up the problems caused by the
collectors during their operation, to warn them against making the nuisance, and
prosecute the offenders as appropriate. It was hoped that the collectors would

cooperate in keeping the hygienic conditions.
After deliberations, the Committee passed the motion as follows:

“The Food, Environment, Hygiene & Works Committee of the Central & Western
District Council strongly requests Government departments to take immediate actions
against the environmental and hygiene, noise and obstruction problems caused by the

recyclable waste collectors at Tung Loi Lane.”

9. Request for Improvement of the Environmental and Hvgiene Conditions
Affected by Refuse Collection at Queen’s Terrace in Sheung Wan

Members suggested that the Urban Renewal Authority (URA) and the estate manager
of Queen’s Terrace should reconsider installing additional shutters at the refuse rooms
at the carparks for minimizing the spread of bad smell generated during refuse
collection. URA pointed out that refuse rooms were provided in the estate, and that
the carparks were not meant for refuse storage. The cleaners would only carry the

refuse from the refuse collection room to the carpark 30 minutes before the refuse




collection truck arrived for refuse collection. The residents were satisfied with this

arrangement.

10. Concern over the Progress on the Construction of the Government Joint User

Building at Rock Hill Street

The contractor was now carrying out the foundation excavation works for the
Government Joint User Building at Rock Hill Street, and the whole project was
expected to be completed by June 2006 as scheduled. Area for the use of an elderly
center would not be reserved in the building. Members expressed that facilities of
some elderly centres in the district were quite dilapidated, and asked if the department
concerned would consider reserving some space in the building for setting up an

elderly centre to house those with dilapidated facilities.

11. Request for Improvement of the Environmental and Hvegiene Conditions
Affected by Dogs Gathering around Sands Street /Hee Wong Terrace

Members pointed out that many owners walked their dogs around Sands Street and
Hee Wong Terrace, thus causing environmental and hygiene problems as well as noise
pollution to nearby residents. They requested the FEHD to step up their cleaning
and inspection work at the said locations. FEHD representative said that they had
provided a dog latrine and dog excreta collection bins at the location, and deployed
plain-clothes officers to strengthen inspection. Besides, representative of the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) advised that there was
no existing legislation under which the authorities could exercise control over the

gathering of dogs and their owners in a public place.

12. The Feasibility of Introducing the “Communitv Cleanliness Index” bv the

Government

Members were concemed about whether citizens would compare the community
cleanliness indexes of different districts. They were also interested in the criteria
adopted by DO in identifying the places for measurement and how the departments
concerned would actively cooperate to carry out follow-up actions upon the
publication of the indexes, so as to achieve the goal of improving the environmental

th




and hygiene conditions of Hong Kong. Representative of the Home Affairs Bureau
(HAB) explained the scheme in detail, and informed Mcmbers that the index of the
first quarter would be used as the base for working out the actual index of the
subsequent quarters for the district concerned.  As such, the actual cleanliness and its

improvement of the district could be revealed by the ups and downs of the index.

Central & Western District Council Secretariat
July 2004




