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The University of Hong Kong

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Planning the Centennial Campus

1. The University of Hong Kong is planning for a new campus — to be known as the
Centennial Campus and which will be available in 2011-2012 — as an integral part
of its strategic development. Informal communication on this project commenced
in mid-2005 with members of the Central & Western District Council, marking the
beginning of a process whereby HKU wishes to enhance its engagement with the
community in its endeavours.

2. The purpose of this paper is to provide members with an update on progress.
Members are invited to share any views they may have on various issues related to
the Centennial Campus. Periodic updates as appropriate will be provided as the

project rolls forward.
Background

3. The University was incorporated by ordinance in 1911, and will therefore celebrate
its centenary in 2011. It is justly proud of its history, achievement, contribution and,
above all, its location at the centre of Hong Kong in Western District. As it enters
the second century, the University will face a number of challenges in the rapidly
changing and globally competitive environment. High on the agenda is to cater
for an increase of student numbers by 40-50% in the next decade.

4. The Government’s reform of the education system will create an extra cohort of
about 3,000 students for the 4-year curriculum in 2012, and the University’s plan to
internationalise will attract more non-local students. The increase in student
numbers will generate a corresponding increase in staff numbers. The University
is also planning for a major curriculum reform which requires a new learning
environment for its students, and because of the constraints of the physical estate
which is already over-crowded, the University has to develop to the west of the
main campus on a site identified as most suitable after a feasibility study. All
these point to the need for the Centennial Campus.




Opportunities

5. The University's investigation into the development of its main campus westward
began in 1996, and was given renewed impetus in 2005 when it was made known
that the Government had set aside funds for capital requirements by the
UGC-funded institutions to cater for the 3+3+4 academic structure. On this
Centennial Campus project, the University now expects to receive substantial, but
partial, funding from the Government. In parallel, the MTR West Island line is
scheduled for completion in 2012, which would improve access to public transport
for all members of the University family. The construction of the MTR station at
the University will dovetail that of the Centennial Campus in the next few years,
thereby minimising disturbance and disruption.

6. The design of the Centennial Campus will reflect the University’s commitment to its
‘third mission’ of community engagement. It will be an opportunity to bring the
community closer to the University and to take the University to the heart of the
Western District, thereby creating a University District.  Accordingly, in designing
the campus, the University proposes to provide such facilities that will be shared

 with the community which in turn will create a seamless integration between the
University and its neighbouring community.

Planning Process — A Partnership Approach

7 In December 2005, four architectural consortia were shortlisted to take part in an
ideas generation exercise for the development of the Centennial Campus, so that
an innovative master concept for the Main Campus and a development plan for the
Centennial Campus are available for consideration by the University community
and other stakeholders. The consortia have each provided an interpretation of the
campus development on the basis of four planning principles laid down by the

University:

« Supporting the learning community

e Responsibility for the environment and heritage
e Creation of a unified campus

e Open and respected process

8. The planning of the Centennial Campus is intended to be an open and
communicative process. The models designed by the consortia are now on
display both within and outside the University (schedulé attached). A dedicated
web site has also been created and information leaflets have been and will




continue to be produced as and when required to update the community. The
University's project team has been proactive in engaging the community and
concern groups on the impact this project might have on the environment and
heritage.

. Obviously, there are building constraints on the chosen site which is a difficult
terrain on which to build. Our plan is to listen to the suggestions from members of
the University, professionals, Councillors and other stakeholders on how this
challenge can best be met and move forward with the most suitable option.
Consultations and community engagement on the detailed design will continue for
the next 2-3 years.

Going Forward

10.The current plan is to start building work on site preparation by early-2007 so that

the Centennial Campus could be ready for occupation in the fall of 2012 for the first
cohort of students under the 4-year curriculum.

11.The University is firmly committed to partnering with the community in developing

the Centennial Campus, and looks forward to fostering a new relationship with its
neighbours in the regeneration of the district in a harmonised fashion.

Prepared by
The University of Hong Kong
March 2006




Attachment

University of Hong Kong
Schedule of Exhibition on Centennial Campus

Date Venue Opening Hours

4 - 19 March 2006 |Caritas Mok Cheung Sui Kun |[Monday — Saturday
Community Centre 10 am — 10 pm
27 Pokfield Road, Kennedy [Sunday
Town, 10 am -6 pm
Hong Kong

20 March - 2 April  |The Westwood Monday — Sunday

2006

8 Belcher's Street, Western
District

10 am -9 pm

10 - 15 April 2006

MTR Hong Kong Station

Monday — Sunday
9am-9 pm




