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Discussion Paper C& W DC Paper No. 25/2007

Meeting of Central and Western District Council
(8 March 2007)

The Observatory’s recent and future work
related to the Central and Western District

(1) Implementing an automatic weather station in the District

With the co-operation of the Leisure & Cultural Services Department,
the Hong Kong Observatory will install a weather station on a lawn near
the Tea Museum, Hong Kong Park (Figure 1), to provide temperature
readings representative of the Central and Western District. The work is
expected to be completed in the first half of 2007, and the temperature
information will be disseminated on the Internet and through television
and radio stations.

(2) Visibility meter installed at Central

The visibility in Hong Kong has shown a decreasing trend since the
1980’s. In response to public concern, the Observatory implemented a
visibility meter at the government’s Central Pier in the latter half of 2006
and started disseminating the visibility information in real time on the
Observatory website, where members of the public can view visibility
changes over the past 24 hours as well as the past 3 days. Please see
Figure 2 for a sample display.

(3) Sea flooding in Sheung Wan in early 2006

The incident of sea flooding in Sheung Wan on 27 February 2006
was caused by the combined effect of strong winter monsoon and high
astronomical tide, rather than by heavy rain as in the past. In view of
this, the Observatory started providing real-time tide information to the
Drainage Services Department (DSD) for their monitoring. The tide




information can also be viewed on the Observatory website. A sample
display is given in Figure 3. The Observatory will inform DSD
whenever it expects the water level to reach 2.7 metres above chart datum,
so that DSD can decide on the issuance of a warning message.

(4) Follow-up after the passage of Typhoon Papiroon in August 2006

Following debates in society after the passage of Papiroon, the
Observatory collected views through the setting up of an Academic
Advisory Group, conduct of a public opinion survey, and extensive
contacts with various sectors in the community including District
Councillors and others. Members of the Central and Western District
also attended the relevant discussion forum. The Observatory is
adjusting the operational arrangement of the Tropical Cyclone Warning
System after analyzing and studying the views collected. If everything
proceeds according to plan, the new arrangement will be implemented in
the coming tropical cyclone season.

In September 2006, the Observatory webpage was enhanced to
include information on the wind strength at various parts of Hong Kong,
with simple icons depicted in those places experiencing strong or gale
force winds. The easy-to-read display facilitates members of the public
in taking the appropriate precautionary measures. A sample display is
given in Figure 4.

Hong Kong Observatory
12 February 2007
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Figure 1 Location of the weather station at Hong Kong Park (expected to be
completed in the first half of 2007)




Kegronal Weather 1n Hong Kong

Visibidits s Centyal

J600 metres

Se

38 L

20

id E

7 -

5 =

5 =

18607 -

700 -

S

ang

M6

g
¥ PSS TEE SEE— -
¥ 1 iy

11/ 72007

B¢ L) wr 23

e2
g W () hong ter

g Time (Hour )

| visibility for the past & days |

¢ inadig, espettalh

stualys winbikoy seading mey

82 ©4 o5 ©E 07 ot e= 16 23

4 ke
136
dog
[
48
7
..'5
et
ip
- 100
.
= 56
3t
4206

152 13 14 15 16 16340
iz/p2 2087

Figure2 Real-time visibility information available on the Observatory

webpage.

the Central Pier.
(Web address: http://www.weather.gov.hk/vis/vis_index.shtml)

The visibility meter was installed by the Observatory at
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5, i Gale force winds or abowe (Torce 8 or above, greater than 63 km/h)

¢ Strong winds (Force £-7, 41-62 km'h)

Below strong weinds (Force 0-5, 0-40 km/h)
X Data not availlable, awating mantenance.

Figure 4 Distribution of the latest wind strength over Hong Kong, as displayed
on the Observatory website.
(Web address: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/ts/wind_gale_e.htm)




