Notes of the Tenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Tenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 22 October 2009 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Commissioner for Transport to meet Eastern District Council Members 
II.
Request the Transport Department to improve the crowded condition during peak hours at the Taikoo Place exit of MTR Quarry Bay Station
(EDC Paper No. 62/09)

III. Concern over the regulation and policy of the Transport Department towards    the non-emergency delivery service vehicles  
(EDC Paper No. 63/09)
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor considered that when the Transport Department was going to make a long-term planning or improve the transport facilities, it should take into account the need of ageing population.  He pointed out that within the district there were some foot-bridges without the installation of elevators, they just existed in name only.  He hoped that the said department could consider the element of ageing population when upgrading any road facilities, so as to make Eastern District a barrier-free community. 
(b) A Councillor hoped that bus route 118P could change to 24-hour operation,  so as to facilitate the residents.

(c) A Councillor stated the monitoring of the safety of public light bus (PLB).  He stated that a few traffic accidents involved PLB, even though the PLB was installed with speed indicators, it existed in name only and took no  effect in monitoring.  He suggested that the Transport Department make legislation for the regulation and control of PLB so as to safeguard the safety of the passengers.

(d) A Councillor expressed that as there was no railway service in Siu Sai Wan area, the demand for traffic was particularly eager.  He hoped that the MTR service could be extended to Siu Sai Wan, so as to meet the great need and also offer more interchange concessions.

(e) A Councillor requested that the construction of noise covers along the rail from MTR Chai Wan Station to Hang Fa Chuen Station be implemented as soon as possible, so as to reduce the noise pollution nuisance to the residents.  He also pointed out that the dump transit point, the sewage treatment works in Chai Wan, together with the concrete batching plants had caused serious  traffic congestion in the vicinity of Wing Tai Road and Ka Yip Street and in the future more government departments might move into Chai Wan and would make the traffic of the said area come to a standstill.  He hoped that the Transport Department would handle such traffic problem.

(f) A Councillor was concerned about the numerous schools in Braemar Hill area which caused serious traffic congestion.  He hoped that the Transport Department would make plans to solve the problem.  In addition, he suggested that new roads and escalators be built in Braemar Hill so as to alleviate the problem of traffic congestion.

(g) A Councillor hoped that the maxicab service from Quarry Bay to Eastern   Hospital could take effect immediately.

(h) A Councillor opined that the radical method for solving the congestion problem at the Taikoo Place Exit of MTR Quarry Bay Station was the construction of a subway.  He suggested that when the developer made application for converting or constructing new commercial buildings in the vicinity of Taikoo Place, the Development Bureau should request the developer to construct altogether a passage to be connected to the MTR Station, so as to facilitate the flow of the people who went in and out of those buildings.  He considered that the problem of congestion at the MTR Quarry Bay Station should be solved without delay.  

(i) A Councillor considered that the Transport Department should review as a whole the transport arrangement on Hong Kong Island.  She hoped that there should be more interchange services and the rearrangement of bus routes needed the cooperation of the three bus companies.  She suggested that the Transport Department provide the Councillors with more reference materials so as to let them support the rearrangement of bus routes and to let the air become fresher.    
(j) A Councillor considered that if resources allowed, she would suggest that MTR construct a subway at Tin Hau Station to lead to Victoria Park.

(k) A Councillor suggested that an exit be added at MTR Fortress Hill Station in order to channel the flow of passengers from inside the station up to the road surface and to safeguard the safety of the pedestrians.

(l) A Councillor pointed out that as the authorities had not set up a licensing system for skips, the police just could not take enforcement action.  She suggested that the person who placed the skips should register with the Transport Department and apply for a licence, so that the police could issue penalty ticket to those in contravention of the regulation.

(m)  A Councillor pointed out that the traffic flow at Taikoo Place and Island east centre had aggravated the burden of Taikoo Shing residential area, he hoped that the Transport Department and the developer would discuss together the measures for traffic enlightenment.

(n) A Councillor pointed out that the zebra crossing at the side of foot-bridge S/N HF-31 was set for the use of residents, therefore the usage rate of the said foot-bridge was very low.  He considered that the Transport Department should not refuse to demolish the foot-bridge because the maintenance fee of it was not high.  He pointed out that the foot-bridge had narrowed the bus-stop on both sides and this caused inconvenience to the residents.  Therefore the said foot-bridge should be demolished.  
IV. Report on Heritage Conservation Initiatives, Financial Assistance for Maintenance Scheme and Assessment of the 1 444 Historic Buildings
    (EDC Paper No.64/09)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:
(a) A Councillor expressed his support for the proposal of conserving Central in the Policy Address, however he opined that the Murray Building was a building designed under environmental protection and was not suitable for conversion into a hotel and suggested that the authorities widely collect the views from all sectors before making a decision.  He also pointed out that  the present Heritage Conservation Ordinance had no power to stop a landlord from demolishing a historic building privately owned and hoped that the authorities made remedy in this respect, especially for those cultural heritage above Grade II, so as to extend the spirits of heritage conservation.  
(b) Several Councillors opined that it was a pity that the assessment of Tin Hau Temple and Tam Kung Temple in Shau Kei Wan was downgraded and hoped to know the reason.  A Councillor pointed that Tin Hau Temple, Shing Wong Temple and Tam Kung Temple had had a history of over one hundred years and presently,  the incense burning there was still prosperous and considered it not ideal if they were assessed as only Grade III historic buildings.  

(c) A Councillor opined that the opening hours of historic buildings should be reasonable and considered that they should further be opened every Wednesday free of charge to the enjoyment of the citizen.  He also suggested that an introduction of Hong Kong historic buildings be made in the leaflets publicizing Hong Kong tour in order to attract tourists of foreign countries to come to Hong Kong for sight-seeing.  
V. Discussion of the 2009-10 Policy Address
    The views of the Councillors were summarized as follows :
(a) A Councillor hoped to reflect to the Financial Secretary that the old age allowance and the comprehensive social security assistance payment should be released at the same time to a qualified senior aged seventy or above.

(b) A Councillor considered that the major direction of the Policy Address was correct.  He hoped that more could be written about dental service under the medical services and study conducted on how to finance the senior in the need of dental service.
(c) A Councillor stated that presently the seniors had to wait for years before they could be admitted in the homes for the elderly and quite often, the seniors on Hong Kong Island had to live in the homes in the New Territories.  He hoped that the authorities could consider to build homes for the elderly in Eastern District.
(d) A Councillor agreed that education services should have its own feature.  However, he was concerned about the appearance of excessive places in the schools of Eastern District and the problem of the possibility of redundant teachers.  He suggested that the authorities should speed up to scrutinize and relax (the conditions) for Mainland students to come to Hong Kong to study in senior secondary schools.
(e) A Councillor pointed out that presently the income of the grass roots were low, whereas the allowance under the Pilot Transport Support Scheme was arranged for few districts only and it was unfair to the grass roots of Eastern District.  He considered that such allowance should cover all 18 districts of Hong Kong so as to meet the needs of the grass roots.
(f) A Councillor considered that the development of education services to attract foreign students to come to further their study in Hong Kong might bring about economic benefits.  However, he hoped that the authorities could make provisions for the foreign elite to stay and work in Hong Kong after graduation in Hong Kong as a way to retain talents.  And only by such could it produce a positive effect on the future development of Hong Kong.
(g) A Councillor expressed that the proposal of optimizing land use was quite original.  However, he opined that the conversion of industrial buildings was more environmentally benefited than the redevelopment of it.
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