Notes of the Eleventh Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Eleventh Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 18 December 2009 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Consultation Document on Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor opined that the current constitutional reform package was in accordance with the decision of the Basic Law and the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (SCNPC) and also complied with the principle of gradual and orderly progress.  He considered that the increase of LegCo directly-elected seats and District Council seats was a progress and included democratic elements, therefore he was in support of the consultation document.  
(b) A Councillor opined that the consultation document was rolling towards universal suffrage, therefore he expressed support.  However, he considered that the said document was focused on the discussion of quantity, worrying      that the District Council members might not adapt to the work of the LegCo.  Therefore he wanted to know whether the authorities planned to enhance the functions of the District Council and to broaden the scope of services provided by the District Council.   
(c) A Councillor expressed support of the consultation document as the authorities had balanced the interests of different sectors of the community. The increase in number of LegCo seats allocated to the District Council and that appointed DC members did not take part in mutual election was an enhancement of democratic elements and a big stride made.  He also considered that there was a need to maintain the functional constituencies.    
(d) A Councillor expressed strong support of the consultation document because the democracy of Hong Kong had to take a step forward.  She pointed out that Hong Kong had had reunion with the motherland for 12 years, it must carry out the principle of balanced participation and gradual and orderly progress in accordance with the Basic Law towards the ultimate aim of universal suffrage.    
(e) A Councillor expressed that the consultation document had no new idea but considered that if the authorities could head towards democracy smoothly, then political disputes could be avoided and power and energy could be focused on the handling of the problems of people’s livelihood and economy.  

(f) A Councillor expressed strong dissatisfaction with the consultation document, and considered that the proposals put forward in the document had made no progress at all and hoped that the “dual universal suffrage” could be implemented  in 2012. 
(g) A Councillor pointed out that the dispute on constitutional reform package had been dragging on for many years, and if each sector did not give way there would hardly be any breakthrough.  He considered that the consultation document proposed the package of enhancing elected DC members to stand and vote for LegCo by way of the functional constituency was a little progress made by the government.  He opined that the five-constituency resignation of the LegCo members and even the resignation of DC members could let the citizens use votes to show their degree of support of the universal suffrage and constitutional reform. 
(h) A Councillor considered that the consultation document this time was even worse than the constitutional reform package in 2005.  He pointed out 60% of Hong Kong citizens supported universal suffrage and hoped that the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs could listen clearly to the opinions of the citizens.

(i) A Councillor pointed out that at the beginning of the 80’s, members of the District Board and Urban Council also had their representatives in the LegCo, now what was being done by the government of SAR was only an adoption of the practice at that time.  He also mentioned  that the elected DC members were directly elected by the voters, whereas the proposed package would include the elected DC members in the functional constituency, which would weaken the nature of direct election to indirect election, therefore he expressed objection.  
(j) A Councillor opined that he expected that the constitutional reform could bring about breakthrough, and people with different political views from all sectors had a chance of participation, taking a further step towards universal suffrage. He hoped that by means of universal suffrage, the Chief Executive and LegCo members could be elected through one person, one vote.  Speaking in long term, he considered that the role of functional constituency should be abolished so as to comply with the original intention of the Basic Law. 
After discussion, the following motion was carried by a vote of 33 to 5 with 2 abstentions:-

“The Eastern District Council agreed to the proposal of enhancing the democratic elements stated in the Consultation Document on Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012 as pronounced by the government of HKSAR, and supported Hong Kong political system heading for universal suffrage in a manner of gradual and orderly progress and   attaining universal suffrage for the Chief Executive in 2017 and for members of the Legislative Council in 2020.”   
II.
Briefing on Minimum Wage Bill
      (EDC Paper No. 86/09)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor suggested that the composition of the Minimum Wage Board should include a representative from the Equal Opportunities Commission.  He considered that in Hong Kong there was an extreme disparity between the rich and the poor, reference should therefore be taken from the experience of the European and US developed countries in order to stipulate a reasonable statutory minimum wage level.  

(b) A Councillor was concerned about how the authorities ensured that the minimum wage would not turn into the maximum wage.  He was also worried that after the implementation of the minimum wage legislation, the management fee of the public housing might soar due to the increase of the labor cost.  Therefore he hoped that the minimum wage would be set at an appropriate level, so as to strike a balance amongst the advantage of different stakeholders.  
(c) A Councillor hoped that the minimum wage legislation could be confirmed as soon as possible and that the authorities applied strict enforcement of it.  He was also concerned that the prolonged working hours would affect the living quality of the workers, therefore he hoped that the standard working hours could be stipulated as soon as possible.    

(d) A Councillor considered that the statutory minimum wage must be effected so as to safeguard the dignity of the workers and to avoid increasing the number of poverty families.  She also supported the proposal of covering the handicapped employees by the bill. 
(e) A Councillor pointed that under the minimum wage legislation, the most affected were the basic-level workers, whereas the income of the middle class would not be affected.  However, the ability of the handicapped was limited, the government should review how to safeguard their employment.  She hoped that the government would take into account the implications of this bill on the grass roots. 
(f) A Councillor considered that the proposal of the minimum wage and standard working hours should be carried out, particularly to safeguard the senior workers and the basic-level workers, so as to avoid resentment and social contradiction. 
(g) A Councillor expressed that an apposite composition of the Minimum Wage Board could be helpful to formulate an appropriate minimum wage level.  He considered that the Board should include representatives from the commercial sector, the labour sector and the scholastic sector. 
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