Notes of the Thirteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Thirteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 6 May 2010 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Health to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor expressed support for the “Eat Smart @ School Campaign”, however he was concerned that the Department did not have any system to monitor the lunch box caterers.  He hoped that more fruit days could be held so as to encourage students to eat more fruits.  
(b) A Councillor considered that the strategy taken by the Department of Health against new types of influenza had not stipulated any plan which could set the heart of citizens at rest.  He hoped that the government could take the experience this time to make medical policy which could put the citizen’s mind at rest. 
(c) A Councillor pointed out that since the implementation of the No Smoking policy, there was no improvement in the smoking situation inside the bar.  He hoped that the Tobacco Control Office could strengthen the enforcement of legislation.  
(d) A Councillor mentioned that the Chinese medicine of China was usually blended with western medicine and hoped that the authorities could implement the supervision of Chinese medicine.   
(e) A Councillor inquired about the number of cases of cervical cancer and how many persons went to clinics under the government to take injection of such vaccine and how much the charge was.  She hoped that the government could subsidize those students above primary six to take injection of cervical cancer vaccine.   
(f) A Councillor hoped that the medical service and medicine verification of Hong Kong could become one of Hong Kong industries and the model of East Asia countries, so as to attract medical professionals to come to Hong Kong.  
(g) A Councillor hoped that the Department of Health and the Transport Department could carry out body check-up for professional drivers regularly, so as to let the drivers keep in good health, so that the occurrence of incident due to body illness could be avoided.  
II.
Package of Proposals for the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor expressed support for the proposed package.  He pointed out that 60% of the public opinion accepted the package and strongly requested the Legislative Council to endorse the package.  He mentioned that the proposal for the District Council members this time was made in response to the wish of those members who rejected the 2005 package, but now they again put up another request and he considered that the public would not accept it.
(b) A Councillor hoped that Hong Kong could wholly roll towards universal suffrage as soon as possible.  However she considered that this should be carried out in a gradual and orderly approach in accordance with the decision passed by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (NPCSC) in 2007.  She expressed that the package increased the number of District Council seats in the Legislative Council and District Council members should give their support for this.
(c) A Councillor expressed full support for the package and considered that it had fixed the time-table for universal suffrage.  If the package was passed, he considered that it would increase the mutual trust amongst the Central Government, the Legislative Council and the citizens.

(d) A Councillor opined that the package had moved forward a small step only, nevertheless for the constituency of Hong Kong to roll forward, she had no choice but to accept the package.  However, she did not agree with the abolition of the functional constituency because it had its own characteristics and the method of election could be discussed further.  She hoped that the District Council seats could be returned in the way of functional election, that is, District Councillors to nominate a District Councillor candidate to stand for geographical direct election.  Besides, she considered that Hong Kong should not only discuss democracy but also show concern for economym otherwise the economy of Hong Kong would lag behind.

(e) A Councillor expressed that although it was passed by NPCSC that the Chief Executive could be selected by universal suffrage in 2017 and the Legislative Council could be formed by means of universal suffrage in 2020 and that the government of HKSAR had its own limit of power, he was of the view that the government should lead the citizens for discussion and collect views for the next term government to handle.  The current package only mentioned the two methods for selection for 2012 which made the citizens rest not too assured whether universal suffrage could be attained in 2017 and 2020.
(f) A Councillor considered that the step towards universal suffrage in a gradual and orderly approach was very slow and opined that the proposed package to include the directly-elected DC members in the indirect election of functional constituency was a contamination of direct election.  Besides, he opined that it was unfair that the electors of functional constituency owned more than one vote.
(g) A Councillor considered that democracy was an universal worth but it was now  still discussing whether there should be democracy and whether functional constituency complied with the principle of universal suffrage.  In respect of the opinion poll, he pointed out that the government claimed that there was 60% of the opinion poll which supported the package but the survey conducted by the Chinese University showed that the percentage of support was less than 50%.  He was of the view that the opinion poll of the government was not scientific whereas the vote of the citizens was the most scientific opinion poll.

(h) A Councillor pointed out that the Hong Kong citizens had long ago put up their wish for democracy.  The 2005 Reform Package was turned down for it was unsatisfactory, and those democratic Councillors were accused of causing stalemate in the constitutional development of Hong Kong.  He hoped that the government could make a fair and open universal electoral package for Hong Kong people, so as to return the power of government to the people. 

(i) A Councillor showed strong dissatisfaction with the proposed package and considered that it was even worse than the reform package in 2005, it was moving backward.
(j) A Councillor expressed that in the past when the government publicized election,  it not only encouraged citizens to exercise the civic rights but also mentioned the conduct of civic responsibilities.  The web page of the Electoral Affairs Commission also included the conduct of civic responsibilities.  He queried why was it that in the LegCo by-election this time, the Chief Executive and the Under Secretaries only mentioned that voting was a civic right.

After discussion, the following motion was carried by a vote of 30 to 7 with zero abstention:-

“The Eastern District Council supported the ‘Package of Proposals for the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012’ put forward by the government of HKSAR and made preparations for the selection of the Chief Executive in 2017 and the election of LegCo members in 2020 by universal suffrage in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress in the development of the political system.”    
III.
Discussion of the appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 2010/2011
    (EDC Paper 27/10)

    Councillors endorsed the above proposal of fund allocation.
IV.
Eastern District Office 2010/11 Work Plan

(EDC Paper No. 29/10)


A Councillor praised the above-mentioned Work Plan.  However, he expressed that some minority race had reflected to him that the resources put in by the government to them was not much, and the information provided for them by the City District Office was not enough either, he hoped that improvement could be made in this respect.  A Councillor considered that there should be order of priority in the use of resources.  He pointed out that there had been many other funds in the community for the groups to make application for to hold social functional activities.  He hoped that the District Council funds should be used as far as possible on the activities in connection with District Councils, so that coordination could be made in the aspects of finance, manpower and strategy. 
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