Notes of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fourteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 27 April 2006 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Consultation on Proposals to Facilitate Private Redevelopment 

(EDC Paper No. 46/06)

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A number of Councillors supported the authority’s proposal to lower the compulsory sale threshold for specified classes of lots under the Land (Compulsory Sale for Redevelopment) Ordinance (hereinafter known as Ordinance) and opined that it kept up with times and could expedite the redevelopment of old buildings.

(b) Several Councillors were concerned about the possibility that the developer might make use of the loophole of the new legislation to offer a lower price in the acquisition of some units belonging to the shopping arcade .

(c) A Councillor pointed out that a balance should be struck between facilitating private redevelopment efforts and protecting individual property rights. On the other hand, he considered that there should not be too many other grounds for  the Lands Tribunal to base on when deciding whether the redevelopment of a lot under application was justified or not, otherwise it would affect the protection of individual property rights.

(d) A Councillor proposed to add the environment factor as one of the further grounds on which the Lands Tribunal to base when deciding whether the redevelopment of a lot under application is justified or not.

(e) A Councillor kept a reserved attitude towards the proposals put forward in the paper because she considered that there were not enough grounds.  Besides, she also pointed out that, when amending the application threshold of the Ordinance, there should be a number of preconsidered conditions as a premise in order to protect the vulnerable group.  She also proposed to introduce the concept of culture so as to encourage the developer to provide some elements for the promotion of culture in the course of land redevelopment.

.II.
Follow-up item –“Suggestion of writing to the Chief Secretary for amendment 


of obsolete legislations”

Lands Department (LANDS) conveyed the apology of Chief Secretary for Administration’s Office to EDC, which stated that as there was a need to collect the views of related departments, therefore a detailed reply could not be made prior to the meeting.


A number of Councillors hoped that in the course of studying how to solve the problem of unlawful iron cages, the authority could stipulate measures and strengthen the cooperation of departments to clear the iron cages on the roadside.  A Councillor pointed out that the topic of unlawful iron cages had been discussed in DC for a long time but the situation was getting worse.  He was disappointed in the related departments being out of hand to the problem.  A Councillor pointed out that under the present mechanism,  the responsibility of LANDS and Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) on the matter of unlawful iron cages was not clear.  She hoped that the authority could make clear guidelines.  A Councillor considered that at present there was legislation which could effect provision and control over the problem of unlawful iron cages, he proposed that a change should be made to have FEHD take the lead to handle the unlawful iron cages and to conduct a “clear iron cages” week so as to take action against the related activity.


After discussion, the following amended motion was carried by a vote of 19 to 8 with 5 abstentions:

“DO(E) to coordinate related departments to clear the iron cages on the road surface each month regularly.”
III.
2006/2007 Work Plan of the ICAC Regional Office (Hong Kong East) 


Community Relations Department    (EDC Paper No. 28/06)


The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A number of Councillors supported and commended the Work Plan of ICAC.

(b) A Councillor suggested that ICAC should recruit professionals well acquainted with the operation of commercial trade, so as to strengthen the promotion of commercial ethics and the prevention of corruption work.

(c) Several Councillors were concerned about the corruption reporting figures concerning building management.  A Councillor proposed that ICAC provide building corporations with professional knowledge of building maintenance tender calling process with precedent cases listed in the pamphlet for reference and conduct seminars regularly for corporations.

(d) A Councillor agreed that education on prevention of corruption should be promoted to youngsters and undergraduates.  He suggested that computer games of fun be designed to inoculate the sense of corruption prevention, such as role playing games in order to attract more students for participation.

(e) A Councillor pointed out that there was a certain difference on the level and culture of incorruptibility and honesty in the aspect of business operation between Hong Kong and Mainland.  He suggested that ICAC and the corruption prevention bureau of Mainland work together to bring the difference to conformity so that the business transaction of the two places could base on a fair and honest foundation and the difference could be further narrowed.

(f) A Councillor considered that apart from building corporations, ICAC should also educate owners and management companies to make them understand their own roles and duties and how to build up a cooperative relation in order to lessen complaint cases.

IV.
Eastern District Office 2006/07 Work Plan


(EDC Paper No. 29/06)


The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A number of Councillors expressed appreciation of the work performance of the staff of EDO.  However, a Councillor opined that there was still room for improvement regarding the response of the staff handling district work.

(b) A Councillor stated that the service for the new arrivals in Hong Kong should not be neglected.  He considered that service should also be provided to the ethnic minority and suggested that the Community Services Working Group follow up with this.

(c) A Councillor pointed out the progress of improving hygiene blackspots was not ideal as expected.  She hoped that coordination should be strengthened amongst departments so as to improve the progress.  She expressed support to the promotion of “Eastern District Healthy City Programme” and also considered that apart from the efforts given by the government departments, each unit within the district such as schools should also take participation.

(d) A Councillor proposed that the work of the focus groups should be strengthened, so as to get a better understanding of public opinions and aspirations.

(e) A Councillor proposed that at the time of promoting the “Eastern District Healthy City Programme”, reference should be made to the experience of other districts.  He also suggested that resources could be sought from private sector (such as big enterprise).

(f) A Councillor suggested that the “Eastern District Healthy City Programme” could not be promoted by merely depending on the working group under DC.  She proposed that the local bodies and area committees making application for DC funds could be requested to hold activities relating to this theme so as to tie in with publicity.  She also agreed to making reference to the experience of other districts so as to get twice the result with half the effort.

(g) A Councillor expressed that when DC cooperated with the commercial sector or sought sponsorship from private organizations, it should proceed with care.

(h) A Councillor hoped that by means of a range of measures, the environment of Eastern District could be improved, such as planting more trees, increasing the frequency of street washing and strengthening the enforcement against unlawful iron cages.

V.
Fostering Harmony in the Community Projects


(EDC Paper No. 30/06)


A Councillor expressed support to the community harmony projects.  However he opined that since Eastern District was densely populated, Home Affairs Department (HAD) should set the standard of fund allocation according to the population ratio.  He hoped that District Officer would reflect this to HAD.  A Councillor considered that the appropriation from HAD should be allocated according to the ratio of the different ethnic groups of each district.  He also suggested that Eastern District should organize community harmony activities.


Members agreed to the community harmony activities being followed up by the Community Services Working Group.

VI.
Discussion of the appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 


2006/2007      (EDC Paper No. 33/06)


Members adopted the appropriation proposal of the Eastern District Council funds for 2006/2007 contained in the paper.
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