Notes of the Fourteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fourteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 8 July 2010 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of the Hong Kong Observatory to meet Eastern District Council Members   (EDC Paper No.60/10) 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor expressed that the citizens were concerned about the weather forecast in the course of the typhoon season as the information provided by the Observatory relating to weather change was sometimes rather confusing, which caused inconvenience to the citizens going to office and school alike.  He wanted to learn whether the instruments of the Observatory at present were good enough to make accurate forecast and timely report during the typhoon season, so as to let the citizens make preventive measures well ahead.   
(b) A Councillor expressed that the Observatory was advanced in the use of information, which was conducive to weather forecast and he also appreciated the capability of the department to provide a weekly weather forecast.   He mentioned that the divisional map for wind shift and wind speed was very useful to carrying out outdoor activities and suggested adding an Observing Point for wind shift and wind speed at Pyramid Hill of Ma On Shan, so as to provide more data for the citizens.    
(c) A Councillor praised the Observatory for providing accurate weather forecast and in respect of information, it was very advanced too.  She also suggested that the “Community Weather Information Network” be promoted in primary schools as well.     
(d) A Councillor expressed that the accuracy of the weather forecast made by the Observatory in the recent years was welcomed by the citizens and hoped that the services of the said department could seek from best to excellent.  In respect of the “Community Weather Information Network”, he wanted to know how the District Councillors could provide concrete assistance to promote the said network.  He also opined that upon the enforcement of the legislation relating to switching off idling engine, the execution by the police had to be very punctual in order to avoid dispute.     
(e) A Councillor pointed out that in the course of the typhoon season, the practice of the Observatory in issuing the tropical cyclone warning was often hesitated and undecided, which caused inconvenience to the students and parents.  He opined that the Observatory should be equipped with advanced instruments and  accurately inform the citizens of the direction of the typhoon and the time to hoist the typhoon signal.  He considered that the Observatory had the obligation to suggest to the authorities to make guideline, so as to let workers need not to work outdoor upon the issue of very hot weather warning.    

(f) A Councillor suggested that the Observatory make arrangement for District Councils to inspect and study the highest position of Tai Mo Shan so as to widen the scope of their experience.  He also opined that the forecast made by the Observatory was already very accurate, but as Hong Kong was a small place, so it was normal for the weather forecast to have a discrepancy sometimes.    
(g) A Councillor expressed that the network information of the Observatory was  most detailed amongst those of all other departments.  In respect of issuing the tropical cyclone warning, he considered that the Observatory, as a scientific and technological department itself, should stick to the principle of scientific data and not to consider the administrative factors, otherwise the information received by the public might have deviation.   
Eastern District Council Secretariat

October 2010 

2

