Notes of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fifteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 27 July 2006 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I. Follow-up item – “Suggestion of writing to the Chief Secretary for amendment of obsolete legislations”

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) Several Councillors expressed their pleasure and praise for departments finally solving the problem of unlawfully placing iron cages on the street after two years of hard efforts.

(b) A Councillor suggested that formal channel should be set up for handling the problem of recycling used clothes, such as by placing recycle boxes at the private housing estates.

(c) Several Councillors were concerned about the problem of unlawful trailers carrying renovation scrap on the roadside.  A Councillor pointed out that such trailers posed a threat to road safety.  They hoped that the government used the “Summary Offences Ordinance” to prohibit such trailers and that each department made coordination to solve the problem.

(d) A Councillor pointed out that the “Land (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance” adopted by the Lands Department (LANDS) could not effectively solve the problem of unlawfully placing the trailers, he suggested that the related legislation should be amended.

(e) A Councillor stated that according to Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD), after the execution of major raids in the initial period of the new measures, the said department would resume to normal procedures to handle the unlawful iron cages in the future.  He considered that such would not meet the expectation of the citizens, i.e.,  FEHD should take clearance action immediately after they had received telephone report about unlawful iron cages.

(f) A Councillor considered that the problem of unlawful iron cages had been solved on the whole and concerned departments would handle the problem of unlawfully placing trailers and others step by step.  She expressed that the request for the motion of solving the problem of iron cages by EDC be cancelled first because a new measure in the mode of inter-departmental cooperation had been implemented at present to handle such problem.

(g) A Councillor pointed out that the problem of roadside selling/promotional activities had not yet been solved and follow-up action should be taken.

(h) A Councillor considered that the government should take enforcement action more decisively and positively, such as in the handling of unlawfully hanging commercial promotional banners.

II. The incident of Commercial Radio’s Election on Internet triggered off the concern over the trend and orientation of radio programmes (including government-run radio station) and other items worthy to be reviewed

(EDC Paper No. 51/06)

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) Most of the Councillors who expressed their views at the meeting were very dissatisfied with and regretted the concerned bureaus and departments which did not send representative to attend the meeting.  A Councillor considered that such departments and committees did not respect EDC.

(b) A Councillor pointed out that the paper did not mention the need to take over the management of Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) or that RTHK be controlled by the government, but hoped to bring out a topic, i.e. the trend and orientation of the radio station.  He opined that the radio station should not abuse the editor independence.  He also mentioned that the mode of operation between private-run and government-run radio station should be different.  Besides, he considered that RTHK failed to observe strictly the persistence of editor independence and the preservation of unbiased core value.

(c) A Councillor was concerned about whether the investment of resources by the government on the broadcast of radio station was the best resources employment and whether the future development would adopt a different way.

(d) A Councillor pointed out that in the election incident on Internet of Commercial Radio Hong Kong (hereinafter known as CRHK), some youngsters considered that the host of the said programme should not be punished.  Such phenomenon should be concerned and the incident involved the question of appropriate supervision of radio station.  He also considered that whether it was private-run or government-run, the radio station should shoulder social responsibility as their service target was the general public.

(e) A Councillor opined that although RTHK was run by public funds, it did not mean that it had to work for the government.  He pointed out that a real public broadcast radio station should be independent of the government and possessed editor independence and that the operation of radio station should be monitored by an independent supervisory committee.

(f) Several Councillors agreed that the electric wave of the atmosphere was owned in common by all people, it was not necessary for the government to monopolize all channels as its mouthpiece. 

(g) A Councillor pointed out that the government was conducting a review on public service broadcasting, therefore he showed understanding for the Committee on Review of Public Service Broadcasting for not sending representative to the meeting.  However, he hoped that the representative of the said Committee could attend the meeting to listen to the opinions of the Councillors after the review was completed. 

(h) A Councillor pointed out that the government should not make the public-run enterprise to operate according to the will of the person in power.  He considered that the key point was how to develop the community, which was also the cornerstone of the free community of Hong Kong.  He also expressed that the laws of human rights and equality of opportunity of Hong Kong were already enough as reference for the editorial and directorial personnel of the radio station, and punishment should be imposed if the program of the radio station touched the related base line.
Upon discussion, Councillors put forward the regrettable motion as follows:

   “The Eastern District Council regretted that the Broadcasting Authority, the Director of Broadcasting and related Departments and Committees ignored the invitation of the Council and disrespected listening to the opinions of the Councillors, and urged the aforesaid parties to attend the meeting to give feedback in regard to the opinions put forward and discussed today.”
The motion was carried by a vote of 23 to 0 with one abstention. 
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