Notes of the Sixteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Sixteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 26 October 2006 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I. Briefing on the result of Review on the Role, Functions and Composition of District Councils

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A Councillor expressed support for the selection of four District Councils to conduct the pilot implementation and proposed that it was advisable to invite members other than those of these four District Councils to take up the assessment work of the pilot scheme.
(b) A Councillor mentioned that the publication of the consultation document of “Review on the Role, Functions and Composition of District Councils” was too simple and crude and considered that it should be handled more seriously.
(c) A Councillor suggested that a District Council could assume the role of a City Council and be answerable to the citizens.  
(d) A Councillor expressed that in the consultation document the original proposal of holding the District Council Election in the second week of December was more appropriate.
(e) A Councillor expressed support for the increase of the honorarium and allowance of the Councillor to enable them to discharge their duties smoothly.  As to the transfer of power to the District Council, she considered that apart from the participation in the management of recreational and sport facilities, the District Council should also have real power to participate in other district affairs such as cleansing, hygiene and traffic and transportation etc.
II. Discussion of The 2006-07 Policy Address
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A number of Councillors considered that the introduction of an ‘education voucher’ system to provide a subsidy of kindergarten fees, which applied only to non profit-making kindergartens was improper and unfair and had also strangled the development and surviving space of private-run/independent kindergartens and the right of choice of the parents.  Such a practice had interfered with the market operation either.
(b) A Councillor considered that the ‘education voucher’ system proposed in the Policy Address was too simplified.  He suggested that if the kindergarten had reached the standard it should benefit from this new measure and this would help the parents choose the right school and make good use of the resources.
(c) A Councillor suggested that the government should provide all children with ‘education voucher’ so as to encourage birth.
(d) A Councillor considered that the proposal in the Policy Address of providing wage protection through non-legislative means was not adequate.  The ‘Wage Protection Movement’ was pointless to a heartless employer either.  He hoped that Councillors collected more cases so as to express to the government that it was a must to implement the minimum wage by legislation so that the rights of the labour could be protected.
(e) A Councillor pointed out that in the Policy Address there was no express proposal of measures to improve air quality.  He hoped that the government could stipulate concrete measures and orientations in this respect. 
(f) A Councillor supported the government for the establishment of an Academy for Gifted Education for students with potential.  With respect to the policy of environmental protection, she suggested reduction of tax as an incentive for the dump trucks to instal covers. 

(g) A Councillor expressed appreciation of the Policy Address to cherish family and hoped that the authorities could make policy to allow full play to the functions and role of the Family Commission.  In respect of quality environment,  she suggested that the authorities should communicate with the Mainland government to reduce air pollution, otherwise it would make the investors lose confidence and affect the long-term development of Hong Kong. 
(h) A Councillor pointed out that the Policy Address had not mentioned the medical issue and the health of the citizens.  He opined that the government  should think out a medical insurance scheme for all people so that citizens could get a reasonable protection.  In respect of income protection during retirement, he suggested that the government should set a timetable for the legislation of the minimum wage and maximum working hours, so as to properly handle the issue of labour rights and the problem of helping the needy.
(i) A Councillor pointed out that the facilities for performing arts in Eastern District were very inadequate and suggested that the government set up an opera and arts centre in North Point Estate in situ.
(j) A Councillor suggested that in respect of sports development in Hong Kong,       the government should provide the elite athletes with more support and security for livelihood.  As to the problem of family violence, he considered that only by increasing the number of outreaching social workers could the problem be effectively solved.
(k) A Councillor considered that in the Policy Address the mention of the direction of economic development by integrating with Pearl River Delta was appropriate.  In respect of environmental protection, he considered that the government should put in action by way of taxation and encourage drivers to use fuel containing low oil.
III. Please elaborate the convenient measures for the general public during the implementation of five-day week (EDC Paper No. 76/06)
     The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:
(a) A Councillor pointed out that the commercial sector had already implemented the five-day week for years and the five-day week of the government could let the staff have much more time to enjoy family life so as to enhance the relationship amongst the family members.  He opined that the government should strongly publicize and conduct this measure to make the citizens adapt themselves and get used to the new service time of each department and this was enough.

(b) Several Councillors pointed out that under the measure of five-day week, the government compressed the six-day working hours of the civil servants to five day so that they had to extend the working hours of each day and this was contrary to the original purpose of the five-day week.  They suggested that the government should increase manpower and consider to take the more appropriate alternative after the trial period of this measure.

(c) Several Councillors considered that the government should increase manpower to let the staff work five day but provide service for six days. 

(d) A Councillor considered that the working hours of civil servants per week should be reduced to 40 hours so that it could meet the original purpose of the five-day week.  He also suggested that in reviewing this new measure, the department should send questionnaires to the citizens who used the service and collect their views.  He also hoped that the service time of  each department was convenient to the citizens and easy of remembrance. 
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