Notes of the Eighteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council

The Eighteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 16 March 2007 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower to meet Eastern District Council Members
II. Concern over the improvement of education quality of Hong Kong
(EDC Paper No.5/07)
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A Councillor pointed out that presently the primary and secondary school students of Hong Kong were lacking awareness of moral culture, the viewpoint of value, interpersonal relationship and the sense of responsibility.  He was concerned if the government had made the opportune investment of resources.
(b) A Councillor pointed out that the key factor was that the education system of Hong Kong was focused on the university entrance examination such that a balanced development was lost.  He considered that the enlightenment stage of early childhood education up to the primary school stage was most pivotal and the government should provide qualified teachers, a proper proportion of teachers and students and diversified curricula etc.
(c) A Councillor expressed that the education reform in Hong Kong was too frequent and too hasty such that the parents and students were too busy to make response to.  He hoped that the authorities could make a long-term education policy and get ready for sufficient consultation.  
(d) A Councillor opined that education was a term of investment and the related expenditure should be used properly and suitably.  Alongside with the advancement of an era, she considered that the government should make a complete review of education policy.
(e) A Councillor expressed that the government should not be satisfied with the proportion of expenditure which she presently invested in education and considered that there was still a distance from what the people addressed and expected.  He hoped that the government could put in more resources on education whilst there was a surplus. 
(f) A Councillor hoped that the government could appropriate more resources to take care of the need of the mentally retarded students.  

(g) A Councillor considered that at present the university placements of Hong Kong was too much and after the implementation of the mother tongue teaching, the English standard of the students descended.  He was concerned how the authorities maintained Hong Kong’s competitiveness with the international standard.

(h) A Councillor pointed out that the government had not made sufficient consultation before introducing the kindergarten ‘education voucher’ system to let related staff express their views such that they were not clear about the way forward.
(i) A Councillor reflected that teachers had to handle a lot of unnecessary paper work so that they felt very tired.  He hoped that the authorities could appropriate more resources to reduce the work pressure of the teachers.
(j) A Councillor suggested that the Education and Manpower Bureau set up a working group to assess how information technology could increase efficiency so as to reduce the workload of the teachers and to set educational information technology standard for share use by schools.
(k) A Councillor pointed out that the society of Hong Kong was too focused on the open examination result and university qualification to assess one’s academic qualification.  He opined that this should be formulated alongside with occupational or working experience and other academic qualifications.  He suggested setting up a mechanism to let employees attend tertiary institution.  In addition, he considered that associate degrees should be connected to university curriculum, so that talents could continue to develop.
(l) According to the implementation of small class teaching, a Councillor suggested that such could improve the proportion of teachers and students to let schools have a more flexible arrangement for teaching.
III.
Discussion on The 2007 – 08 Budget
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:
(a) A Councillor opined that the 2007-08 Budget (hereinafter known as the budget) was both pragmatic and proactive and could adhere to the policy of regulating expenses according to income, which was consistent with the actual need of Hong Kong and could also look after the development of China and Hong Kong in the near future years.  He considered that the budget had responded to the address and request of the people.
(b) A Councillor stated that the society welcomed the budget on the whole.  However, he hoped to strengthen the exploration on the long-term economic aspiration of Hong Kong. 
(c) Several Councillors opined that the budget did not help the small and medium enterprise, for instance, there was no reduction in profits tax.
(d) A Councillor considered that there should still be room for reduction of the percentage charged on rates and that the duty on wine could be reduced to zero, so that Hong Kong could become the Asian centre for wine and more career opportunities could be created.  Besides, he considered that the ceiling for concession of salaries tax was too low.
(e) A Councillor considered that the budget was advantageous to the middle class and the orientation was correct.  He supported the earmark of $300 million to set up a child development fund for children from a disadvantaged background, however he considered that the amount was too small.  He also pointed out that the budget ignored the need of the low-income group who were not CSSA recipients.  Besides, he hoped that the government should be more concerned about the investment on education under a surplus financial condition.
(f) A Councillor pointed out that the budget had responded to the address and request of the citizens, such as reverting the marginal tax bands and tax rates to their 2002-03 levels, waiving of salaries tax, waiving rates for the first two quarters of 2007-08, earmarking $29 billion for infrastructure projects so as to create new jobs, measures to help the disadvantaged and improving people’s livelihood etc.  All in all, this budget was the most benefited one to the citizens through the years and was pragmatic either.    
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