Notes of the Nineteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Nineteenth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 3 May 2007 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Drainage Services to meet Eastern District Council Members 
(EDC Paper No. 3/07)

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor agreed that the water quality of Victoria Harbour needed improvement.  He hoped that the related department could have the project management and planning done properly, and the time of construction be shortened so as to reduce the inconvenience caused to the public.
(b) A Councillor hoped that the Drainage Services Department (DSD) could plan the project with a perspective view so as to tie in with the increased population, and  complete the project as soon as possible.

(c) Several Councillors pointed out that the greasy dirt discharged by the food premises often blocked the drains.  They suggested that DSD and related departments make more publicity to the shop-keepers so as to reduce the condition of blockage and to conduct supervision when issuing the food licence.
(d) Several Councillors expressed support for the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS) Stage IIA – Sewerage Works and hoped that the project could be completed early.
(e) A Councillor was concerned about the further delay of the completion date of the sewage works in Hoi Chak Street, thus affecting the progress of repossessing the Westlends private road by the government and involving the problem of settling fees to be paid by related owners.  Therefore, he hoped that the works there could be completed as quickly as possible.
(f) A Councillor expressed that at the Community Workshop for the concern over Eastern District harbour-front, all were concerned about the issue of the water quality of Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter.  He also pointed out that HATS would improve the water quality and hoped to know if there was a change in the policy of the said department in handling the open nullah, such as turning the nullah into clear water in the urban area.
(g) A Councillor hoped to know about the index for measuring the effectiveness of the HATS.  In addition, he also agreed to making preventive measures at the head of the sewage.
II.
2007/2008 Work Plan, Regional Office (Hong Kong East) Community Relations Department, ICAC
      (EDC Paper No. 20/07)
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor was of the opinion that the Community Relation Department of ICAC should continue to do more promotion work, so as to enhance the effectiveness of the promotion of being incorrupt and clean.
(b) A Councillor hoped that ICAC could strengthen the publicity education of building management and hold more anti-corruption seminars for the Incorporated Owners.
(c) A Councillor expressed that the Incorporated Owners of many buildings had already received repair orders from the Building Department.  He pointed out that many owners especially those of detached buildings had little knowledge and would unknowingly fall into the dragnet easily.  He hoped that ICAC could get the anti-corruption education and publicity work relating to building management done properly as soon as possible.
(d) A Councillor expressed that the staff of Incorporated Owners were volunteers such that they would easily get things misunderstood and fell into the dragnet due to ignorance.  He suggested that the building management anti-corruption seminars conducted by ICAC include some practical contents to avoid the staff of Incorporated Owners from falling into the trap of corruption.

(e) A Councillor suggested that ICAC create the post of Building Management Affairs Officer, so as to participate in the major maintenance works of the building in the role of a consultant.  He opined that such way could strengthen the confidence of the humble owners in handling the building management affairs and rectify their mistakes, thereby lightening the investigation work of ICAC.
(f) A Councillor pointed out that the inside dealings of the directors of private enterprise organizations often involved large amount of money.  He hoped to know about how the authorities rectified the problem of integrity of the company directors.      
III.
Review on Built Heritage Conservation Policy    
IV.
Strong Request for listing Sai Wan Fort as a Grade I Historical Building

(EDC Paper No. 21/07)


The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A Councillor hoped that a consensus should be arrived at towards the criteria of assessing a monument, otherwise the term “collective memory” would be abused and would give rise to social and political problem.
(b) A Councillor agreed with the government’s direction in heritage conservation and considered that heritage needed conservation.  In addition, he opined that the government should provide the citizens with more publicity and education with respect to the built heritage conservation policy, so as to avoid misunderstanding.
(c) A Councillor considered that antiquities and monuments had long term value and were the intangible assets of Hong Kong, and if they were not conserved properly, the tourism industry of Hong Kong would be repressed.  He did not agree that Queen’s Pier had no value and expressed that collective memory should have its own definition.
(d) Several Councillors expressed that it had taken many years from Eastern District Council starting the proposal until the government accepted the construction of a natural education centre in the “Red Brick House” (Woodside).  They hoped that the procedure could be simplified and the construction be sped up, so that it could be opened to the enjoyment of the citizens as soon as possible.
(e) A Councillor pointed out that Cantonese opera was being recommended to become a world cultural heritage, and the Sunbeam Theatre had proved very effective in the promotion of Cantonese opera.  She hoped that the said theatre could be retained or that the government sought land in Eastern District to build an opera house for Cantonese opera or Chinese drama. 
(f) A Councillor considered that the value of the built heritage should be judged not only by the year in which it was built, but considerations should also be given to other characteristics, such as cultural history.  She also expressed that heritage conservation and the development of society should both be looked after.
(g) A Councillor pointed out that there was a clash between the development of society and heritage conservation, but this should be handled with control and rationally.  He expressed that the government had not handled properly in the matter of demolition of the Star Ferry Pier Clock Tower and the Queen’s Pier.  He opined that the government should conduct a poll, so that the heritage could be conserved appropriately.

(h) A Councillor considered that with the development of society, new and old buildings could coexist and there were many such examples in foreign countries.  He agreed to the setting up of conservation fund, however he pointed out there were at present some legislations which had been outdated, so that there was no way to stop the land developer from demolishing historical buildings, he hoped that the authorities should pay more attention to this.  He suggested that residents should be given more participation in the matter of the development of antiquities and monuments, so as to vitalize the community and historical buildings.

(i) A Councillor considered that the historical buildings under conservation should be vitalized with sustained development , so that they would get identified with the public and attain desired result.       

V.
Eastern District Office 2007/08 Work Plan

(EDC Paper No. 22/07)

Members supported and noted the above Work Plan. 

VI.
Discussion of the appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 

2007/2008      (EDC Paper No. 24/07)


Members adopted the appropriation proposal of the Eastern District Council funds for 2007/2008 contained in the paper.
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