Notes of the Twenty-first Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Twenty-first Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 21 September 2007 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Secretary for Home Affairs to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) Several Councillors pointed out that Shau Kei Wan area was lacking a library, they hoped that a multi-purpose complex containing a library could be built in the compound in Lei King Road to satisfy the expectation of the residents.  A Councillor also requested the District Office to act as coordinator for such a project.  
(b) A number of Councillors pointed out that the Eastern District was lacking performance venues.  A Councillor suggested that the former North Point Estate be marked for integrated development purpose so as to build a theatrical arts house which could accommodate over a thousand persons,  and leisure facilities etc in order to promote the tourism and economic development in Eastern District. 
(c) A Councillor hoped that the authorities would construct soccer pitches for use by youngsters of Eastern District and also strengthen the conservation and greening work in Eastern District. 
(d) Several Councillors expressed that North Point was lacking sitting-out area and hoped that in future when the North Point Estate would be planned for use, priority should be given to sitting-out area and cultural and entertainment facilities.
(e) A Councillor pointed out that some mildly mentally retarded to severely mentally retarded persons and the elderly had to wait for years before they were allocated hostels and public housing respectively.  He was also concerned about the fact that there were some South Asians living in Eastern District.  He hoped that the government could increase the appropriation in these two aspects.
(f) A Councillor expressed that in Hong Kong there were many elderly living in Mainland, he hoped that the government could relax the limitation to let these elderly get their old age allowance in Mainland.  With regard to building management, he hoped that the training on professional knowledge for the community organizers of the District Office could be strengthened so as to support the owners’ corporations.
(g) A Councillor suggested that the government consider allowing CCTV to be telecast free of charge in Hong Kong, so that citizens could understand the affairs of Mainland and enhance their sense of identity with the country.
(h) A Councillor pointed out that at present the youth affairs were conducted by a number of departments and organizations, there was not an integral plan and measure.  He considered that the West Kowloon Cultural District was a good concept, however there should be a whole set of breeding and development  plan.
(i) A Councillor represented the issue of the collocation of the population policy  with the community facilities in Hong Kong. He pointed out that the present packaging for the elderly was lacking, the middle-aged with low skill were facing unemployment, the lump sum appropriation to the volunteer organizations and the condition of unequal pay for equal work for the social workers also needed to be reviewed.  He considered that the government should envisage these problems otherwise they would become the burden of the society.
(j) A Councillor expected that the government could increase the old age allowance and the departure limitation in the Policy Address.  With regard to the issue of hanging national flag, he pointed out that the government building did not take the lead to hang national flag either and hoped that Home Affairs Bureau would follow up with the issue.  
II.
Postmaster General to meet Eastern District Council Members
      (EDC Paper No. 69/07)
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A number of Councillors were concerned that the mail items the postmen carried on their back were too heavy and would thus affect their health.  A Councillor suggested that the design of the mail sack and the uniform of the postmen could be improved.
(b) Several Councillors hoped that the Hong Kong Post could make more flexible arrangement in the delivery of registered mail for the convenience of the citizens. 
(c) A Councillor suggested that the Hong Kong Post could increase the issue of  special stamp in order to satisfy the need of the citizens.
(d) A Councillor suggested that the post office could collect on behalf the rent of public housing.
(e) A Councillor expressed that although the manpower of the Hong Kong Post was low, its working efficiency was high.  He suggested that the business hours of the post office be extended to 6 p.m. for the convenience of the citizens.
(f) Several Councillors hoped that the manpower of the post office could be increased so as to shorten the queuing time of the citizens. 
(g) A Councillor pointed out that the ‘PayThruPost’ service had to handle large quantity of cash and suggested that the security measures should be enhanced.
(h) A Councillor expressed that at present the Hong Kong Post collected letters once a day only and had thus slowed down the progress of handling mails.  He suggested that in the busy commercial areas, the collection of letters twice a day be implemented.

(i) Several Councillors suggested adding a post office in Tai Koo Shing area, so as to alleviate the crowded condition of the present Tai Koo Shing post office and to take care of the need of the business activity in that area.
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