Notes of the Second Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Second Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 16 January 2004 and the major items discussed are summarised as follows:

I.
Discussion of the paper on “Concern for the criteria of use of the titles of the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen of the Eastern District Council and its committees”

(EDC Paper No. 12/04)


Councillors expressed their views on the subject matter.  The majority did not agree to the proposal of inserting such stipulations as “Criteria of use of the titles of the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen of the Eastern District Council and its committees” into the Standing Orders of the Eastern District Council.  Upon discussion, Councillors agreed to put the following Amended Motion and Motion to open vote:


Amended Motion

“Calling on the Chairman of the Council to obtain consensus of all Councillors before revealing a stance on any political matter or any matter involving strong value orientation using the Chairman’s title.”

Result


The Amended Motion was defeated by a vote of 25 to 9 with 2 abstentions.

Motion

“Calling on the Chairman of the Council to obtain consensus of all Councillors before revealing a stance on any important matter or any matter involving strong value orientation using the Chairman’s title.”

Result


The Motion was defeated by a vote of 26 to 10 with 3 abstentions.

	II.

	(i)

	Discussion of the paper on “Initiating democratic reforms, Rebuilding the Hong Hong society, Requesting for constitutional review of the SAR Government, Implementing the election of the Chief Executive in 2007 and Legco Members by universal suffrage in 2008”

	
	
	(EDC Paper No. 11/04)

	
	(ii)
	Discussion of The 2004 Policy Address

	
	(iii)
	Motion: “That the Eastern District Council actively supports for an in-depth and extensive consultation on constitutional development by the task force headed by the Chief Secretary and the early confirmation of the relevant details.”

	
	
	(EDC Paper No. 13/04)



Councillors expressed their views on the three subject matters, and put the following Twice-Amended Motion One and Motion Two to open vote:


Twice-Amended Motion One

“That the Eastern District Council agrees that the Government should commence consultation on constitutional review as soon as possible so as to achieve the ultimate aim of universal suffrage in the light of the actual situation in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress as stipulated in the Basic Law.”

Result

The Twice-Amended Motion One was carried by a vote of 29 to 6 with 1 abstention.


Motion Two

“That this Council expresses regret over the Government’s failure of response to the citizens’ request for a democratic government, and calls on the Government to promptly commence consultation on constitutional review and actively reflect to the Central Government the request for democracy by Hong Kong citizens.”

Result


Motion Two was defeated by a vote of 25 to 9 with 2 abstentions.

III.
Vetting of the funding applications from the Council, committees, working groups and local organisations


(EDC Paper Nos. 14/04-20/04)


A total of nine funding applications submitted by the Council, the Environment and Hygiene Committee, the Working Group on Publicity about the Work of Eastern District Council, the Working Group on Greening and Environmental Protection Activities, and local organisations were approved.
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