Notes of the Third Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Third Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 19 February 2004 and the major items discussed are summarised as follows:

I.
Discussion of the paper on “Briefing on the work of the Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau (Planning and Lands Branch) and Public Consultations underway”

(EDC Paper No. 24/04)


The Permanent Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands (Planning & Lands) briefed Councillors on the consultation paper.  The views expressed by Councillors are summarised as follows:

Stage 3 Public Consultation Paper on “Hong Kong 2030: Planning Vision and Strategy”
(a) The paper should have mentioned the relationship between Hong Kong and Southern China, and the planning directions should incorporate the concept of the “Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement”.

(b) The Government was urged to act in accordance with the planning direction for conservation of cultural heritage as set out in the paper.

(c) Preservation of our natural resources should be stepped up.  Green space for enjoyment by the public should be increased, and the development of new tourist attractions promoted.

(d) The Administration should come up with a policy for the training of new immigrants.

(e) It was pointed out that the paper did not include a comprehensive transport policy or information related to interdepartmental policies, e.g. the Shatin to Central Link proposed by the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation.

(f) There was a view that the infrastructure programmes and planning strategy should be in line with an ageing population in Hong Kong.

(g) Several Councillors pointed out that the existing district facilities and recreational facilities were inadequate.

(h) There was concern over the options for regeneration of old districts.

Consultation Paper on “Building Management and Maintenance”
(a) The proposed recognition to good building management and maintenance was supported.  It was suggested that to help owners solve their maintenance problems, an online building maintenance tendering platform managed by the Government should be set up.

(b) The Government should provide one-stop services for tackling water seepage in buildings, as well as mediation and arbitration services on matters related to building management.

(c) The Government should assist owners’ corporations by provision of knowledge, and increase the responsibilities of building management companies for the upkeep of buildings.

(d) The Buildings Department was requested to review and improve the procedures for issuing removal orders.


Other Views


(a)
There was objection to the Central Reclamation.


The Permanent Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands, and the representatives of the Planning Department and the Buildings Department responded to the Councillors’ views and questions as follows:

(a) The Bureau agreed that coordination between transport and planning should be studied.

(b) An evening forum for consulting District Councillors on “Hong Kong 2030” was held.  A public forum on building maintenance was organised.  The Planning Department also collected the public’s views through online discussion forums on different subjects.

(c) On control and registration of management companies, the Government would collect mainstream views and work out the implementation details.

(d) To help owners resolve their building seepage problems, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department would set up a joint office to provide one-stop services.  The work would commence in the coming financial year.

(e) The Central, Wan Chai North, North Kowloon and East Kowloon reclamations were not newly initiated.  Their aims were to meet the needs of the public, and their implementation would be carried out with due regard to the public’s views and in accordance with the consensus of the society, the law and the relevant procedures.  The Government understood the public’s passion for preserving Victoria Harbour, and was committed to enhancing the scenes of the Harbour.  The area of the Central Reclamation had already been reduced to the minimum.  The next phase of the project would commence only after the High Court had come up with a decision.

(f) During Stage 2 Public Consultation on “Hong Kong 2030: Planning Vision and Strategy”, the Government had already collected the public’s views on such subjects as the relationship between Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta area and the positioning of Hong Kong.  The subjects had been studied and the details published in the related technical report.

(g) On grasping the trend of the effects of the “Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement” on the land and transport infrastructures of Hong Kong, the Government would give them due consideration during the planning process.

(h) Hong Kong and the Mainland already had a liaison mechanism for exchange of news of city development and coordination of transport infrastructures.  Regular meetings were held between counterpart departments.

(i) The policy for removal of illegal structures was revised in April 2001.  The new policy gave the Buildings Department more power for exercising its duties, and the Department would meet the demands of the public as far as its resources allowed.

II.
Discussion of the consultation paper on “PWP Item No. 156TB－Fortress Hill Pedestrian Link”

(EDC Paper No. 25/04)


The majority of Councillors supported the construction of the Fortress Hill Pedestrian Link, and hoped that the project would soon be completed.  The views on the matter are summarised as follows:

(a) It was suggested that the Link should be improved as long as it was technically feasible, for example by raising the height of the proposed lifts and connecting the lifts to the top of the slope by a bridge to take care of the needs of the disabled, and by building a “two-way” escalator.

(b) There was a view that hydraulic lifts should not be built and the lift tower should be acoustically insulated.

(c) It was suggested that the strip of pavement on King’s Road should be widened to avoid congestion caused by people waiting for the lifts during rush hours.

(d) There was concern that the project would bring benefits only to a minority of residents, which would create a social impact in respect of justice.

A representative from the Highways Department responded that a wheelchair lift would be installed on the flight of staircase beside the proposed escalator to meet the needs of the disabled.  With the MTR tunnel beneath the slope, there would be technical difficulties in raising the height of the proposed lifts and connecting the lifts to the top of the slope by a bridge.  In addition, such a bridge would be too close to the Fortress Garden and affect the residents there.


A representative from the Transport Department pointed out that a study had been conducted on the flow of people and the capacity of the lifts.  The findings were that the strip of pavement on King’s Road was wide enough for the smooth flow of pedestrians and people waiting for the lifts, and that two lifts were adequate for coping with the flow of people during rush hours.  As space was limited, it was not possible to build both an upward-moving escalator and a downward-moving one at the same time.  The Government would try to abate the noises emitted from the lifts as far as possible.

III.
Discussion of the paper on “The request for adding a multimedia feature to the website of District Councils for making public the course of discussions at meetings”

(EDC Paper No. 26/04)


The Councillors who expressed their views at the meeting supported the suggestion stated in the paper, and agreed that the project should start with merely audio files.  They were of the view that the project was conducive to enhancing the image and transparency of the Eastern District Council.  The communication between the Council and the public would also be strengthened.  It was suggested that audio files of the deliberations at the Council’s meetings would first be uploaded to the Council’s website for a trial period of six months to one year before a review was conducted.


The Chairman suggested and the Councillors agreed that the project would be studied and followed up by the Working Group on Publicity about the Work of Eastern District Council.  The Working Group would submit its recommendations on implementation of the project and the proposed budget to the Council for consideration.

IV.
Discussion of the paper on “Market Management Consultative Committees” of public markets under the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

(EDC Paper No. 27/04)


Twelve Councillors were selected by a “show of hands” to join the Market Management Consultative Committees of the markets of nine localities.
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