Notes of the Third Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Third Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 24 April 2008 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Discussion of Healthcare Reform Consultation Document 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor considered that the government should provide protection first for those citizens who had already purchased health insurance voluntarily.  He objected to the government compulsorily taking a certain percentage from the monthly salary of the citizen for medical contribution because at present the income of the grass root level was not stable and they did not have the minimum wage protection either.
(b) A Councillor pointed out that the model of “Personal Healthcare Reserve” was more acceptable to the citizen.  However he worried that the citizens might not have enough protection under the situation of the ever broadly increasing medical expenses.  He was also concerned about how to prevent healthcare service from being abused and the medical premium from being drawn empty.  He hoped that the government explained how to ensure that the middle class had enough medical service.
(c) A Councillor expressed her support for the principle and spirit of the consultation document and that each of the six options had its own pros and cons.  She hoped that by means of consultation, a way forward be explored and consensus of the community be reached so that the medical system of Hong Kong would be more reinforced.  She considered that any one scheme should take into consideration the affordability of the citizens and the government should also take care of the low-income group and the chronic patients. 
(d) A Councillor expressed appreciation of the government introducing the consultation document on healthcare reform.  He considered that the Healthcare Reserve scheme was unfair to the middle class who had already purchased health insurance by themselves and it would only increase their burden. 
(e) A Councillor opined that apart from healthcare reform, the prevention of illness and the building up of a healthy body was also very important. 
(f) A Councillor agreed that the question of medical expenditure should be solved once and for all.  At the present stage, he suggested that the government consider first for the middle class to consolidate the private insurance purchased by themselves, so as to increase the confidence of the citizen in the financing options before carrying out the protection measures for the whole population.
(g) A Councillor showed her support for the healthcare reform but was concerned about how to foster healthcare professionals on a long term basis and prevent the loss of medical personnel so that it would not affect the quality of service to the citizens.
(h) A Councillor pointed out that the options stated in the consultation document required the middle and the lower working class to make contributions first, but when they got old, they might not be benefited.  He suggested that the problem of ageing population in Hong Kong could be improved by means of administrative measures and considered that the plan of healthcare contributions might not get the support of the citizen.
(i) A Councillor opined that healthcare reform also needed to review entirely the healthcare for the whole population.  She proposed that each district should be equipped with more fitness facilities in order to relieve the pressure of the working class and uplift their mental health.  As the population was ageing, she hoped that the authorities could strengthen the day care service for the elderly.  In addition, she suggested that the plan of building Siu Sai Wan Chinese Medicine Clinic be implemented earlier.
(j) A Councillor suggested that the government promote the concept that the youngsters and the elderly should share the medical expenditure together.  He also agreed that the government and the academic sector make a standard medical insurance plan and set up a monitoring mechanism.  In addition, he stated that the building up of health is an item of project which included living space, the conformity with city infrastructure, the education and implementation of mental health.

(k) A Councillor reflected that the residents hoped to maintain the present healthcare system.  He hoped that the authorities could introduce a better option in the future for the citizen to consider.
After discussion, Councillors carried the following motion:
  “In view of the ageing population in Hong Kong, its medical service will face a greater need and pressure, and the community has been much concerned about this.  The Eastern District Council supported the government in announcing the “Healthcare Reform Consultation Document” so as to listen to the opinions from all sectors of the community with respect to the healthcare reform and financing options of Hong Kong, and requested the government when making any financing options for healthcare in the future, it must first take into consideration the affordability of the citizens and in the case of the low-income groups, the under-privileged groups, the casualty patients and patients who entail complex and costly treatments, the government should also continue to burden its responsibility.”
II.
Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront Stage 2 Public Engagement
      (EDC Paper No. 51/08)
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A number of Councillors who expressed their views at the meeting supported the idea of reorganizing the Queen’s Pier at the waterfront and resuming the functions of the pier, i.e. concept A.
(b) A Councillor hoped that the authorities would implement the plan of the urban design study for the Central Harbourfront as soon as possible in order to solve the serious traffic congestion problem from Eastern District to Wan Chai and Central, and to keep a smooth traffic flow.
(c) A Councillor pointed out that the feature of the Hong Kong harbour was two-way, therefore the authorities should in the study make an analysis of which vantage point to set up a rest area so as to stand out the characteristics of the Victoria Harbour.  Such a design also affected the landscape looking from Kowloon side to Central and the lighting design at night.  He considered that in the course of subtle urban design, each of the foregoing points should be noted. 
(d) A Councillor expressed that the option stated in the paper not only could retain the original function of the pier but also could improve the traffic congestion problem in Eastern District, therefore he hoped that the option could be implemented as soon as possible.
(e) A Councillor stated that the field of vision of the position suggested in the paper for reprovisioning of the Queen’s Pier was not broad enough and suggested that other more suitable place could be considered.  He was also concerned about the traffic linkage of the northern coast of Hong Kong Island. 
(f) A Councillor had no objection against the construction of hotels and commercial buildings in the major land use because it could create opportunity of employment and moreover the revenue from land sale by the government could also benefit the citizens.  In addition, she suggested that the area of the green belt in Central should be designed a bit bigger so as to relieve the pressure of the working class in Central. 

(g) A Councillor considered that the prime thing was to solve the problem of traffic congestion in Eastern District and hoped that the project should not be delayed any more.  Regarding conservation, he considered that the authorities should take into consideration the opinions of the major shareholders.  In addition, he hoped that the concept of design could reduce the commercial elements as far as possible and supported the construction of the Waterfront Promenade from Siu Sai Wan to Western District.

(h) A Councillor expressed that the study options stated in the paper had already collected proposals from various sectors and appropriate adjustments had been made such that a balance would be struck as far as possible between the development of economy and conservation to increase city dynamics and attain an ideal environment.  She supported the height limit applied to the new buildings imposed by the government and the enlargement of the green belt space.  She hoped that all sectors of the community could reach a consensus with respect to the Queen’s Pier, so as to implement the plan of constructing a dynamic New Central Harbourfront as soon as possible.

After discussion, Councillors carried the following motion :

   “In view of the serious traffic congestion in Central and Wan Chai, especially the section from Island Eastern Corridor heading westward which has seriously affected the daily life of few hundred thousand residents of Eastern District and the situation has come to a point which brooks no delay.  The Eastern District Council (EDC) requested the government to construct the Wan Chai Bypass quickly in order to alleviate the traffic problem.  With regard to the planning and design of the New Central Harbourfront, the EDC considered that the government should reduce the density of development, promote greening and provide quality rest area and facilities.  The EDC also supports the reprovisioning of the Queen’s Pier in the New Central Harbourfront as depicted in the option of the “The planning and design of the New Central Harbourfront”, as it not only makes conservation workable, but also could be used practically as a pier, and could further reduce the time and cost needed in the whole project.”                                
III.
Implementation of the strategy of public arts in Eastern District

    (EDC Paper 37/08)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor suggested that public art crafts could be displayed in Quarry Bay Park.

(b) A Councillor suggested that District Council could allocate funds for display of small-size art crafts.
(c) A Councillor considered that public arts could be integrated with the community to let the citizens participate, and the lamp posts in the street and the bricks on the ground could be turned into arts, which made residents integrate with work of arts.  He stated that the participation of commercial organizations could speed up the pace of development of public arts.

.

(d) A Councillor hoped that in the minor works projects of EDC next year, the element of public arts could be included.

After discussion, Councillors carried the following motion :

   “The EDC for uplifting the value of this district, carried the motion of inviting the public arts companies of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Arts Development Council to cooperate with this Council to study how to promote the activities of public arts in this district and request the Home Affairs Bureau, the Home Affairs Department and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department to give support.”  
IV.
Eastern District Office 2008/09 Work Plan

(EDC Paper No. 38/08)


A Councillor indicated that most of the Councillors were not very clear about the particulars of the rescue co-ordination service and hoped that the District Office could provide emergency telephone numbers and be the co-ordinator, so that citizens in need could obtain help.  A Councillor suggested that members of the focus group include residents from Sai Wan Ho area in order to express their opinions to the government. 
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