Notes of the Fourth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fourth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 29 April 2004 and the major items discussed are summarised as follows:

I.
Discussion of the Consultation Paper on "Prevention of Avian Influenza : Long Term Direction to minimise the risk of human infection"

(EDC Paper No. 43/04)


Mr. Y. T. CHAN, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food (Food and Environmental Hygiene) gave a briefing on the consultation paper.  The views expressed by Councillors are summarised as follows:

(a) Nearly all Councillors who expressed their views at the meeting objected to or disagreed with the two approaches, namely Approach A and Approach B, set out in the consultation paper for the following reasons:

(i) Either of the approaches would have grave and far-reaching impact on the livelihood of the people in the trade.  Their interests had been neglected.  The Government should not change the current practices with rigid uniformity.  Consultation and discussions with the trade should be held.

(ii) Approach A was infeasible.  The proposed central slaughterhouse would eventually be made redundant by those on the Mainland, and the $200 million in capital expenditure would go down the drain.

(iii) It was difficult to change the custom and tradition of Hong Kong people eating freshly slaughtered chickens.  It was also questionable whether there was a need for such a change.

(iv) If there were no more supplies of live chickens, Hong Kong’s reputation as a gourmets paradise would be impaired and the tourism industry affected.

(v) Central slaughtering alone could not ensure zero outbreaks of avian influenza.

(b) A number of Councillors considered that Approach C, put forward by the trade, was feasible and would not disrupt people’s livelihood.  Under Approach C, the current practices would be maintained with two rest days (i.e. cleaning days) per month; and acrylic panels would be erected to segregate customers from chickens, thus minimising the contact between customers and poultry.

(c) It was suggested that when there were outbreaks of avian influenza in nearby regions, the Administration could consider restricting the slaughter of chickens to a few existing venues.  The building of a central slaughterhouse was unnecessary.

(d) It was pointed out that to prevent the spread of avian influenza by migratory birds, all farms should be well equipped with air-conditioning facilities and have an effective monitoring system.

(e) A few Councillors proposed that the trade should set up a compensation fund, and that the Government should provide the trade with low interest loans.  This would minimise the impact that the trade might make on social resources.

(f) There was a view that if the Government was forced to maintain the current practices because neither of its proposed Approaches A or B was accepted by the community, the trade should not ask the Government to compensate them with taxpayers’ money when their chickens died of avian influenza.

(g) A Councillor expressed his inclination to support Approach B outlined in the consultation paper.  He also raised a new concept: “Customers could select chickens via CCTVs in markets and have freshly slaughtered chickens delivered to their homes by logistics service providers.

(h) Another Councillor said that he supported Approaches A and B for the sake of the public’s health.

Mr. Y. T. CHAN, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food (Food and Environmental Hygiene) responded to the Councillors’ views and questions as follows:

(a) The Administration agreed that outbreaks of avian influenza could not be prevented by central slaughtering alone.  Given that avian influenza had become an endemic, the Government should come up with a long-term policy for segregating customers from live poultry.  In the absence of such a policy, funds had to be earmarked for compensating owners of poultry farms and people in the trade every year.

(b) The Government was now discussing with the poultry sector about the arrangements required for taking care of its workers.  Details of the proposals would be announced in due course.

(c) The Bureau understood that Councillors had reservations over the proposed Approaches A and B.  The implementation of all new policies would be based on the support of public opinions.  The Government would not act arbitrarily.

(d) If Approaches A and B, as proposed in the consultation paper, could not be implemented, there would still be an array of existing preventive measures.  In addition, the Government would continue to explore other feasible options for preventing avian influenza, and would pay attention to the preventive measures in such domains as poultry wholesaling and retailing, as well as food chains and supply chains.


Upon discussions, Councillors put the two following motions to vote:

	Motion One
	Result

	
	

	“The Eastern District Council calls on the Government to abandon Approaches A and B, set out in the consultation paper on ‘Prevention of Avian Influenza: Long Term Direction to minimise the risk of human infection’.  The Government should maintain the current system, and make improvements to it when it is feasible and the impact will be minimal.”
	· Affirmative Vote
: 33

	
	· Negative Vote
: 0

	
	· Abstention

: 1

	
	

	
	

	Moved by
: Councillor CHOY So-yuk
	

	Seconded by
: Councillor CHUNG Shu-kun
	

	
	

	(Motion One was carried.)
	

	
	

	Motion Two
	Result

	
	

	“The Eastern District Council calls on the Government to discuss with the trade over the establishment of a compensation fund to protect people in the trade.”
	· Affirmative Vote
: 7

	
	· Negative Vote
: 10

	
	· Abstention

: 7

	
	

	Moved by
: Councillor CHAN Tim-shing
	

	Seconded by
: Councillor TSANG Kin-shing
	

	
	

	(Motion Two was defeated.)
	


II.
Briefing on the Work Plan of ICAC Regional Office (Hong Kong East) 2004/2005

(EDC Paper No. 41/04)


Ms. R. LIAW, ICAC Regional Officer (Hong Kong East) gave a briefing on the paper.  The views expressed by Councillors are summarised as follows:

(a) On publicising the Elections (Corrupt & Illegal Conduct) Ordinance, ICAC was suggested to step up publicity of the provisions to candidates and related parties in elections.  This would save the time to be wasted on investigation of complaints in future.  It was hoped that ICAC could increase its efficiency in the investigation of election-related complaints.

(b) While promoting corporate governance and integrity management to corporations, ICAC should provide similar services to individual businessmen.

(c) A number of Councillors expressed support for the Charity Walkathon to be held on 7 November.

(d) With regard to building management, a few Councillors pointed out that repair and maintenance works in housing estates were being monopolised by consortiums.  They therefore supported ICAC’s strengthening of corruption prevention services to property management companies and owners’ corporations.

(e) It was suggested that ICAC should try to inculcate anti-corruption messages into young people through “role play games”, and the means of promotion should not be restricted to organised talks.  As regards the ethic and conduct of young people, several Councillors said that ICAC should focus on enhancing and fortifying the young people’s awareness and sense of integrity.

(f) A Councillor pointed out that the economic and trade activities between Hong Kong and the Mainland were very vibrant.  He suggested that ICAC should step up its promotion of anti-corruption messages.

Ms. R. LIAW from ICAC responded to the Councillors’ views and questions as follows:

(a) ICAC often reminded the public of the impact that corruption would make on them by disseminating the facts of different cases through the media, such as homepages or TV dramas.

(b) ICAC officers had to follow established procedures and act in accordance with the legislation when conducting investigations.  No procrastination in the handling of cases was allowed.  The investigation time would depend on the nature and complexity of the individual case.  Furthermore, all investigations undertaken by ICAC were subject to a strict monitoring system.

(c) Small and medium-sized enterprises could obtain information on the services provided by ICAC through its website or chambers of commerce.  They could also directly ask ICAC for assistance.

(d) To prevent corruption, ICAC would continue to organise talks/seminars on a variety of themes for owners’ corporations.

(e) ICAC’s Education Unit would follow up on the suggestion to inculcate anti-corruption messages into young people through “role play games”, in addition to enhancing the young people’s inclination to abide by laws and regulations through stepped up education.

(f) ICAC took the challenges imposed on law enforcement bodies by cross boundary business seriously.  It would organise seminars for cross-border investors.  Besides, its Community Relations Department would publish a corruption prevention practical guide and produce a self-learning programme for distribution to Hong Kong companies engaging in cross boundary business.  This could help them strengthen the system management of their Mainland operations and staff training programmes.

III.
Discussion of the "Green Promotional Campaign"

(EDC Paper No. 44/04)


Mr. Herman CHO, Eastern District Officer gave a briefing on the paper.  The views expressed by Councillors are summarised as follows:

(a) It was suggested that small flower beds could be placed on such spots as flyovers or roadside metal railings for planting colourful flowers.  Besides, shop owners might be invited to take care of the small flower beds in front of their shops for beautifying the environment.

(b) Several Councillors said that various spots for flower planting should be selected in the district so that more people could participate.

(c) There was suggestion that to promote the greening messages, spaces on podiums, car parks or other suitable premises should be identified for residents to take part in the planting activities.

(d) It was pointed out that suitable floral species should be planted in accordance with the environment to avoid wastage of resources.


Mr. Herman CHO, Eastern District Officer said that if Eastern District Council gave in-principle support to the Green Promotional Campaign, the matter would be followed up by the Working Group on Greening and Environmental Protection Activities under the Council.  Councillors’ views and suggestions on community greening activities would be taken into consideration by Eastern District Office.


Upon discussions, Councillors endorsed the Green Promotional Campaign and handed the matter over to the Working Group on Greening and Environmental Protection Activities for further action.

IV.
Nomination for consideration for appointment to Disciplinary Boards under section 5(3A) and 11(4A) of the Buildings Ordinance, Cap.123

(EDC Paper No. 42/04)


It was passed that Councillors CHAN Tak-wai and PANG Melissa Kaye, in order of priority, would be nominated for appointment to the disciplinary boards.

V.
Discussion of the appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 2004/2005

(EDC Paper No. 45/04)

Councillors approved the proposed appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 2004/2005 as set out in the paper.  It was passed that the Council would field a team for the Third Division League 2004/2005 organised by the Hong Kong Football Association.

VI.
Request for discussion of the arrangements in relation to the visitor parking spaces in the car park of the Eastern Law Courts Building

(EDC Paper No. 59/04)

A few Councillors were of the view that to facilitate Councillors’ attendance in meetings, Eastern District Office should arrange parking spaces for them.  A number of Councillors supported the practice of allotting visitor parking spaces on a first-come-first-served basis.  They said that Councillors who failed to park their cars in the Building could use the rental car parks in the vicinity.  There was the view that the management company should flexibly allow Councillors to use the reserved parking spaces to alleviate the inadequacy of visitor parking spaces during meetings.

Mr. Herman CHO, Eastern District Officer responded that in view of the recent increase in the number of user departments in the Eastern Law Courts Building, Eastern District Office would continue to follow up on the visitor parking space arrangements through the Building Management Committee.  The practice of allotting parking spaces on a first-come-first-served basis during meetings would be maintained due to the limited number of parking spaces.

VII.
Vetting of funding applications by committees and working groups

(EDC Paper Nos. 52/04, 56/04 and 60/04)

Four funding applications were approved.  They were submitted by the Festival Celebrations Committee, the Working Group on Publicity about the Work of Eastern District Council, and the Working Group on Tourism and Promotion of Local Community Economy in Eastern District.
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