Notes of the Fourth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fourth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 24 July 2008 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Lands to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) Several Councillors were concerned about the environmental hygiene and  obstruction problem caused by the skips and bicycles on the street, which pestered the residents.  They hoped that the Lands Department should keep abreast of the times and revised the related Ordinance and policy in time so as to tackle the above situation and let the citizens live in a more comfortable environment. 
(b) A Councillor opined that the government should keep abreast of the times in the policy of maximizing the use of lands and should listen more to the opinions of the residents in the district whilst executing the short-term tenancy clause and stopped the unlawful acts affecting the public interests in time.  Regarding the land which had been left vacant for a long time, he suggested that the government should adopt the practice of Singapore to change them to green reserve for constructing minor sitting-out area to the benefits of the residents. 
(c) A Councillor suggested that the placing of skips should be preceded by application together with permits from related department.  He considered that the vacant land at the sea front should not be let to waste paper merchants or used as sand depot, which would affect the appearance of the Victoria Harbor.  In addition, he hoped that in the future, before the Lands Department granted the short-term tenancy for golf links, it should consult the District Council members and the residents first.  
(d) A Councillor hoped that the Lands Department could follow up with the question of shop goods unlawfully obstructing the road surface and the pedestrian walkway in Quarry Bay.  
(e) A Councillor opined that basically it was an effective practice for the developer to design, construct and administer the public facilities, however the problem arose in the administration of the facilities.  He agreed that the District Council could take up the role of supervision and suggested that at the early stage of the planning and design of the public facilities, the District Council should be consulted so as to avoid the contradiction which would appear between the landlords and the private developer in the future.  
(f) A Councillor suggested that by referring to the method of solving the problem of unlawful old clothings metal cage, we could tackle the problem of skips and street obstruction etc. by means of summary offence.  Besides, she agreed that the recycler would sometimes cause nuisance to the residents and suggested that the authorities put the environmental recycler under licensing control. 
II.
Determine the mechanism for the acceptance of gifts by DC members
      (EDC Paper No. 82/08)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) Several Councillors expressed that the Council should respect the clarification given by the Sports Federation and Olympic Committee (SF&OC) of Hong Kong, China on the captioned agenda item and the provisions of selecting torchbearers set down by the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG).  A Councillor pointed out that the matter of nominating the torchbearer to represent Eastern District was fully discussed and decided in the Council of last term and members should give due respect. 
(b) A Councillor considered that there was a grey area as to whether the torch should be owned by an individual and opined that the explanation of BOCOG should not outstrip the code of practice of the District Council members. 
(c) A Councillor suggested that in the future when the District Council nominated a representative, it must make sure whether the said person was nominated as an individual or as representing Eastern District Council, so as to avoid misunderstanding.  
(d) A Councillor considered that whether the person nominated by the District Council represented the said District Council or himself as an individual capacity contained a grey area,  and suggested that the institution of declaration of interests should give an clarification on this. 
III.
Request the government departments to resume the five and a half days counter service 
    (EDC Paper 61/08)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor pointed out that some citizens were available only on Saturdays to use the government service.  He considered that the government should review the policy of the five-day week. 
(b) A Councillor considered that the counter service was rather a personated one, and besides, it was not that all citizens knew how to use the internet service.  He expressed that the statutory declaration service of the District Office did not involve much manpower and hoped that the authorities could make deployment in a flexible way and to resume the Saturday morning session service provided that the five-day week of the staff would not be affected. 
.

(c) A Councillor agreed that under the principle of the five-day week, the government staff could work in different time periods so as to take care of the needs of the citizens.
(d) A Councillor considered that the government should optimize the service of the five-day week and suggested that the department collect the data of the service need of the citizens and make an assessment of it.
(e) A Councillor pointed out that some applications required the citizens to go personally to the related departments for handling and suggested that the government web page be optimized so that the resources could be used more effectively.  

After discussion, Councillors carried the following motion by a vote of 11 to 0 with 17 abstentions:

   “Urge the related government policy bureau and the Civil Service Bureau to consider to resume providing part of the counter services on Saturday morning sessions  according to the need of the citizens as a means of optimizing the service to the citizens.” 
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