Notes of the Fifth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Fifth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 23 October 2008 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Fire Services to meet Eastern District Council Members
II.
The issue of ambulance service of Eastern District

      (EDC Paper No. 90/08)
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor hoped that the improvement of fire service equipment and the support and facilities for the front line staff could be sped up and suggested that the building survey on fire service equipment be strengthened.  She also considered that the use of television for community publicity and the “Building Fire Safety Ambassador Scheme” was an effective practice.
(b) A Councillor expressed that the public were satisfied with the work of the Fire Services Department (FSD) and respected the brave firemen who saved people.
(c) Several Councillors considered that the remuneration and treatment of the firemen should be improved and the weekly working hours be reduced.
(d) A Councillor stated that the driver of the dangerous goods vehicles plying between China and Hong Kong had to hold two different driving licences.  He suggested that these could be consolidated into one licence.  In addition, he suggested that the outing activity held by the community could add the item of visiting fire services station so as to inoculate the residents with fire prevention knowledge.  He also hoped that the motorcycle medical attendance service could be increased.

(e) A Councillor expressed that when the ambulance station received an instruction, the ambulance would raise alarm signal, such a practice should be handled in a compromised way, especially during night time, so as not to wake up the residents by noise.  He also stated that sometimes vehicles might not give way to the ambulance which was discharging its duty and suggested that the FSD coordinate with the Transport Department.

(f) A Councillor suggested that the FSD should train the staff with the handling of scaffolding or keep a roster of persons who knew how to handle scaffolding problems for use when the need arose.
(g) A Councillor pointed out that the vehicles parked on the private street obstructed the work of medical caring and fire fighting and hoped that the FSD took heed of such circumstance and provided assistance.

(h) A Councillor suggested that in the purchase of ambulance, the FSD could ask the consultant firm to make an objective study in order to find the most suitable ambulance.  He considered that when the fire engine and the ambulance encountered traffic jam, it could make use of the electronic system to grasp the road surface condition and when there was a need, the medical motorcycle should go to the scene first.        
III.
To set up a dedicated department for the conservation of trees
    (EDC Paper 91/08)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A number of Councillors supported setting up a dedicated department or an expert group for the administration of all trees in Hong Kong, i.e. the maintenance, trimming, transplanting and planting of trees and the planning of underground pipes and the formulating of tree policy.
(b) A Councillor pointed out that after the incident of tree collapse in Stanley, the tree administration policy of the government was overdone in that trees with just a small problem had still to be felled.  He considered that the conservation of trees should have a forward-looking plan and suggested setting up an expert group to list out the growing condition of trees and the particulars of dangerous trees, in order to take the right remedial step to correct the shortcoming. 
(c) A Councillor pointed out that the consolidated administration way of conserving the trees was ineffective, for instance, the positions of the trees might involve a number of departments, therefore it entailed one department as the coordinator to handle the problem. 
.

(d) A Councillor expressed that as the present greening policy was the end product of many departments, therefore a small problem in a district could not yet be solved immediately, he suggested that the greening policy be coordinated by one department.
(e) A Councillor hoped that the tree legislation could be made as soon as possible, so as to restrict the act of felling trees wantonly and to set up an expert group to follow up with the problems of conservation of trees.
(f) A Councillor considered that the Development Bureau should have a long term plan and set up an ad hoc group under itself with plenary powers for the administration of trees, and only by such could Hong Kong catch up with the greening level of other countries.
(g) A Councillor considered that the setting up of a dedicated department for the conservation of trees would make the functions of government department redundant and clumsy.  He suggested that the task of the greatest urgency at present was to formulate the tree protection and greening policy, so as to let each department be equipped with related manpower and equipment to protect the trees.

(h) A Councillor expressed dissatisfaction with the effectiveness of promoting greening project, for instance, the East Tsim Sha Tsui seafront and the Marine Police Headquarters were no longer fully planted with trees as before.  He hoped that the authorities could seriously examine the greening master plan.  
After discussion, Councillors carried the following motions :

Motion 1

   “Strongly request the government of HKSAR to set up a dedicated department to be responsible for the evaluation and conservation work (such as watering, manuring, disinfesting, trimming dead branches and those boughes which might affect traffic, and those overcrowded trees and removal of dead trees etc.) of all trees in Hong Kong, and planning new venues for plantation, so as to ensure that trees grow healthily as an encouragement to the blue sky action.”
Motion 2


“With regard to the territory-wide greening policy, this Council suggested that the Development Bureau study an all-sided greening policy to handle the greening matters  effectively and all-sidedly, from making plans, design, conservation to administration.”
IV.
Discussion of The 2008-09 Policy Address

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows : 
(a) A number of Councillors who expressed their views were not satisfied with the proposal relating to “Old Age Allowance Scheme” in the Address, they thought it had lost the meaning of respecting the elderly.  They were also very dissatisfied that the allowance had not been increased to $1,000 per month to let the elderly  live with dignity.  They hoped that the government should listen more to the views of the public.  Besides, several Councillors expressed deep regret to the proposal in the Address of the introduction of a means test for the old age allowance.

(b) A Councillor expressed that with regard to insurance supervision, the incumbent Office of the Commissioner of Insurance (OCI) failed to help the public effectively.  He hoped that the authorities could establish an independent supervisory body with the function of investigation and prosecution so as to protect the interests of the citizen.
(c) A Councillor considered that the Address could not solve the actual problem, such as healthcare financing.  He considered that the authorities should take care of the elderly in terms of their dental need and increase the amount of the health care voucher and supply 15-year free education (including nursery education).
(d) A Councillor opined that some measures in the Address could meet the present financial tsunami, such as establishing a task force chaired by the Chief Executive.  He hoped that the authorities could implement concrete measures to solve the problems faced by the merchants who set up their factories in Mainland and study how to maintain the business environment of Hong Kong under the situation when banks had tightened the loan applications.
(e) A Councillor hoped that the implementation of the ten major infrastructure projects be sped up so as to create more job posts, and also suggested that priority should be given to the local workers.
(f) A Councillor expressed disappointment to the measures relating to blue sky action and the improvement of Hong Kong air quality as stated in the Address.
(g) A Councillor suggested that the government should put forward the Home Starter Loan Scheme again.  With regard to the contribution of the Mandatory Provident Fund, he considered that management fee should be charged only if the trustee could earn profits for the contributor, and if there was a loss, the trustee should bear the risk together with the contributor.
(h) A Councillor showed concern for the big increase of house rent recently which made the public hard to bear.  He suggested that the government relax the earnings ceiling of the income test for public housing, so as to let the public in need be eligible for renting the public housing, as a way of benefiting the people and helping the needy.
(i) A Councillor expressed strong dissatisfaction to the Address.  He pointed out that the legislation for minimum wage protection which included only the cleaning workers and the security guards was not sufficient.

(j) A Councillor expressed that the promotion of the development of wine-related businesses was a good idea but considered that the transport package of the selection of Haw Par Mansion was not comprehensive.  He suggested that wine museum could be set up in the industrial buildings in Chai Wan or Kwun Tong for the exhibition of making different kinds of wine and its appreciation etc., which could be more attractive.
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