Notes of the Sixth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Sixth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 19 December 2008 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Under Secretary for Home Affairs to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor opined that the tenancy agreement of Sunbeam Theatre would expire in January 2009 and hoped that the Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) would try its best to make coordination, so as to retain the Sunbeam Theatre. 
(b) A Councillor opined that presently some part of the Eastern Harbourfront was used as sand depot or heaped with waste and hoped that the Under Secretary would reflect such phenomenon to the related party, so as to green and beautify the Eastern Harbourfront. He also suggested that the manpower of Eastern District Office (EDO) be increased and the contract staff be turned into permanent staff and consultation and statutory declaration service be provided in Chai Wan Liaison Team.  
(c) A Councillor expressed that with the erection of housing estate one after another and the increase of population in Shau Kei Wan area, the said area had been lacking cultural facilities such as library for long and he suggested that the proposed library at the side of Eastern Law Courts Building could be completed as soon as possible, so as to increase the employment opportunity.   
(d) A Councillor was concerned that under the influence of the financial tsunami, the price of daily necessities for the citizens still stood high.  He suggested that necessities be purchased in bulk at low price through social enterprise and mutual aid committees and then resold to the grass-rooted residents at low price.   
(e) Several Councillors agreed that the District Office should reinforce the support for the Owners’ Corporations, such as providing lawyers/legal advisers.   
(f) A Councillor considered that the government should expedite the implementation of medium and minor works so as to create employment opportunity. 

(g) A Councillor stated that the Lands Department had once expressed that it could let the related department conduct greening project on the government land which had not been put in use temporarily.  He suggested that in case it was restricted by resources, local organizations could render assistance and take participation.

(h) A Councillor hoped that the Sunbeam Theatre could be retained and suggested that an operatic arts house be built or that the North Point Kaifong Welfare Advancement Association Dr. Seaker Chan Shu Kui Hall be redeveloped/extended on the land of the former North Point Estate.  And before the confirmation of such plan, she hoped that the authorities would consider sponsoring the troupes’ performance in the Sunbeam Theatre so as to cater for the expensive rent.

(i) A Councillor suggested that if the Sunbeam Theatre could not be retained, the former North Point Estate should be planned and redeveloped into a venue for the performance of Cantonese opera as a tourist scenic spot of Hong Kong, so as to stimulate the economy of Eastern District.

(j) A Councillor suggested that escalators be added in the Braemar Hill to the convenience of students going to school in that area and that pet parks be built on the Braemar Hill.

(k) A Councillor considered that the support given by the government to the mutual aid committee was not sufficient, for instance the allowance of $1,000 each quarter was not enough to cater for the operation of the committee.

(l) A Councillor considered that under the Building Management Ordinance (Chapter 344), whenever the tenant had conflict with the Owners’ Corporation and the District Office failed to render sufficient assistance and support, he suggested that the District Office transfer the related issue to ICAC or the police for further action when there was such a need.

(m) A Councillor expressed that the facilities of Shau Kei Wan area, such as the venue for holding a meeting by the residents was not enough.  She suggested that an integrated community building be built in the building of St. Mark’s School which had been left vacant for many years, so as to solve the problem of insufficient community halls in Eastern District.
(n) A Councillor was concerned about the environmental health and traffic problem in the private streets of Fortress area, North Point and hoped that the government would repossess the private streets in question.  
II.
Building an Inclusive Society with Social Cohesion – Support Full Intergration  of Persons with Disabilities into Society
      (EDC Paper No. 107/08)

    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor expressed that at present there were some public housing estates and shopping arcades which still did not have the facilities of barrier-free access, which made the disabled and the elderly feel inconvenient or even get injured.   He hoped that the Rehabilitation Advisory Committee would fight for improving the facilities of the access from the Housing Department, Hong Kong Housing Society and the real estate developers, so as to add lifts in each floor of the public housing estate, in order to provide barrier-free access to those in need.  He hoped that the power of the Rehabilitation Advisory Committee could be increased in order to fight for the rights and interests for the disabled.  
(b) A Councillor pointed out that there was quite a number of disabled persons in Eastern District and hoped that the work of integrating the able-bodied and the disabled could be promoted within the Council itself, so as to build a harmonious society.  She also stated that the lifts provided by MTR were not to the convenience of the disabled. 
(c) A Councillor pointed out that presently many buildings had no barrier-free access and the owners might not necessarily support the construction of the same.  He wanted to know whether the authorities had resources to construct such access on behalf of the owners.   
(d) A Councillor was concerned about the employment of the disabled and worried that under the present economic condition, their unemployment rate would be much higher.  He suggested that the government strengthen the vocational training for the disabled.
(e) A Councillor expressed that the request for barrier-free access might sometimes create a problem for the commercial sector.  He considered that apart from providing service for the disabled, a balance had to be struck amongst other aspects, otherwise it would affect the business environment of Hong Kong.
(f) A Councillor was concerned that the employment rate of the disabled of Hong Kong was relatively lower than that of other countries.  In order to facilitate such persons to find employment for integration into society, he suggested that improvement be made for the hardware package, such as the means of traffic.  He considered that the MTR should improve the facilities of the lifts.
(g) Several Councillors considered that the transport organizations should offer fare privilege to the disabled.
(h) A Councillor suggested that the commercial sector should be encouraged to employ the disabled and the voluntary organization to employ at least one disabled person, so as to facilitate their employment.  With respect to social enterprise tender, she considered that the successful rate of the social enterprise should be increased, so that it could help the rehabilitated persons.
(i) A Councillor expressed that some buildings might not achieve barrier-free access and if it was insisted to carry out such works it might cause the building to fall into financial difficulty and stir up division.  He stated that many developers were unwilling to put in resources to improve the facilities of the shopping arcades, so as to facilitate the disabled.  And the setting up of barrier-free access involved many issues and would easily stir up division.
(j) A Councillor opined that for those buildings erected before 1984, the developers were bound to provide barrier-free access if it was technically practicable.  As to some buildings which could not add such facilities due to the deed of mutual covenant, he hoped that the Rehabilitation Advisory Committee could put pressure on the government to solve the problem.      
III.
Motion: Eastern District Council to set up a Committee/Working Group on Promotion of East Asian Games 
    (EDC Paper No. 117/08)

    After discussion, Councillors endorsed the setting up of a Working Group on Promotion of East Asian Games by Eastern District Council and be followed up by the Culture, Leisure and Community Building Services Committee. 
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