Notes of the Seventh Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Seventh Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 26 February 2009 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) Several Councillors hoped that the Education Resources Centre situated at the Red Brick House could be completed as soon as possible.  
(b) A Councillor hoped that the authorities could develop more marine parks in Sai Kung area and increase facilities for water activities.    
(c) A Councillor was concerned if the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) had enough manpower to monitor the quality of the vegetables supplied to Hong Kong by Mainland, and worried it would affect the health of the citizens.    
(d) A Councillor considered that the authorities apart from developing ecology tourism, should also invest resources to conserve ecological environment, such as training ecology tour instructors and setting up the mechanism for licensing system etc.   
(e) A Councillor suggested that the AFCD include the facilities of pet park within the scope of country park which was of easy access to the public, so as to cope with the need of the public.  

(f) A Councillor suggested inviting schools to join the garden plantation and cooperating with organizations to develop theme forest plantation.  Besides, he  hoped that the AFCD could increase the number of public toilets to facilitate the country visitors. 
(g) A Councillor considered that the AFCD should strengthen its cooperation with the District Council and its members, such as inviting the DC members for visit and purposely disseminate publicity articles to the DC members so as to strengthen publicity. 
(h) A Councillor considered that for those persons who did plantation within the province of the country park, which was not for commercial purpose, then the AFCD should compromise with them and also advise them of the right species suitable for plantation, so as not to affect ecology. 
(i) A Councillor pointed out that the farmland of Hong Kong farming was usually used for planting over ten species within such a small area, which could easily cause cross infection.  He suggested that the AFCD should make coordination in order to reduce the species of vegetable planted at the same time on one acre of farmland. 
(j) A Councillor praised the AFCD for its published informative booklet “Close to You” and considered that it could be introduced to the Hong Kong Tourism Board for promotion of green tourism. 
(k) A Councillor stated that there were a lot of fishermen in Eastern District.  The problem they faced included the intrusion of Hong Kong waters by fishing boats from Mainland which also stole their fish catch.   He hoped that the AFCD could strengthen its communication with the Security Bureau and the Marine Police to fight such illegal activities.  He was also concerned about the issues of low usage rate of fish market and the contraction of the fishery, and considered that the AFCD should strengthen its coordination with other departments in order to rectify the issues. 
II.
Discussion on The 2009 – 10 Budget
    The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor expressed disappointment at the Budget and pointed out that the financial tsunami had not yet come to its worst.  She expected the Financial Secretary to introduce the corresponding plan again half a year later, so as to maintain the economy of Hong Kong. 
(b) A Councillor pointed out that the Budget mentioned that the government would take the role of a forerunner and strengthen the cooperation amongst Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao in terms of economy, and she agreed to this.  In terms of culture and arts, she hoped that the government would appropriate more resources to revitalize the district community halls and civic centres for use by the public.  
(c) Several Councillors considered that the “Internship Programme for University Graduates” had degraded and insulted the university graduates.   
(d) A Councillor considered that the government had accounted for the seriousness of the financial tsunami.  He hoped that the government would make  immediate measures to stimulate economy, especially to help the small and medium enterprises. 
(e) A Councillor opined that the Budget of this year was even more conservative  than that of the last year, such as it had not included the child education in the scope of subsidy.  He also hoped that the government would release the comprehensive social security assistance payment to the elderly in need who had reached the age of 60. 
(f) A Councillor pointed out that the Budget was lacking long-term perspective while the low-income group had no outlet either.  He hoped that by means of the proposed setting up of the Development Opportunities Office, an effective platform could be provided to open up the border to develop factories, so as to let the spare parts for the ten major infrastructure projects be produced/assembled in Hong Kong. 
(g) A Councillor expressed that the present unemployment rate was high.  He was concerned about the Hong Kong Green Building Council to be set up later and  pointed out that the construction industry usually employed imported workers  which affected the local workers.  He hoped that the local workers should have priority in employment. 
(h) A Councillor considered that the form of salaries tax reduction did no help to promote consumption.  He suggested that it might be more practical to subsidize those students who had joined the loan scheme rather than subsidize the university graduates in short term.  For long-term development, he suggested setting up gambling establishments in Hong Kong in order to create more employment posts.   
(i) A Councillor expressed that the Budget under limited resources had taken care of the needs of different sectors, such as increasing the number of Rehabus and hostel places for the elderly and the disabled.  He welcomed the tax rebate measures and such other measures as the allocation of resources to let the elderly learn computer and the extension of library opening hours etc. 
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