Notes of the Eighth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Eighth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 23 April 2009 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I.
Director of Highways to meet Eastern District Council Members 

The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows :

(a) A Councillor pointed out that the residents of Hang Fa Chuen had for many years suffered hard the noise nuisance of the Island Eastern Corridor and hoped that the authorities could build noise barriers.  However, the Highways Department denied the suggestion of the Councillor on the excuse of technical impracticability.  He hoped that the Director could consider such suggestion. 
(b) A Councillor pointed out that the pipelines/cables of the public facilities underground caused the greening project on the pavement difficult to proceed  and suggested that those pipelines/cables be moved aside to facilitate the greening project. 
(c) A Councillor stated that there were more and more heavy goods vehicles plying on the Island Eastern Corridor.  He opined that some of the railings of the highway had been heightened to 1.5 metres and he considered that all railings should be heightened to such standard, so as to prevent the wheels of the heavy goods vehicles from flying off to cause an accident.  
(d) A Councillor pointed out that there were escalators installed in Central to go mid-level and opined that the Eastern District should also be equipped with such kind of facilities to facilitate those people going up mid-level.  He also urged the Highways Department to inspect whether the drainage covers on the road surface were installed properly so as not to trip the pedestrians.  
(e) A Councillor hoped that the Highways Department could coordinate each item of excavation application so as to enable the works to start as soon as possible.  At the same time he suggested that the said Department let the Councillors know the approved excavation applications so that it would be convenient for them to answer the enquiries made by the residents.   
(f) A Councillor hoped that the said Department could use a better quality tile “Besser block” and tie in with the city design in long term, such as putting on color.  She also put forward the study of adding light absorbing green board on  street lamps and that the design of street lamps should be multifarious. 
(g) A Councillor suggested that the greening policy for flyover should be fully implemented and the Highways Department should tie in with the works. 
(h) A Councillor suggested that a lift be built for the convenience of the public in between the Polytechnic University and the Hung Hom Railway Station. 
(i) A Councillor opined that the sub-contractor of public utilities whilst carrying out works on the pavement usually equipped themselves simply and crudely and hoped that the Highways Department strictly required the sub-contractor to equip themselves fully so as to safeguard the safety of the pedestrians. 
II.
Discussion of the appropriation of the Eastern District Council funds for 2009/2010
      (EDC Paper No. 20/09)
    Councillors endorsed the above proposal of fund allocation and application for employment of dedicated staff.
III.
Proposed allocation of a small central reserve under the District Minor Works Block Vote
    (EDC Paper 21/09)

    A Councillor wanted to know if there was any fund left behind from the 6.5 million-dollar central reserve, would it be carried forward to the next financial year and reserved for the use of the Eastern District.  A Councillor pointed out that there had not been much coverage of the minor works of Eastern District by the mass media and hoped that the publicity of the minor works of Eastern District could be strengthened so as to let the public know about the work and service of the District Council.  A Councillor suggested that the contents of the literal introduction of minor works described on the web page of Eastern District Council could be enhanced so as to step up publicity. 
IV.
Eastern District Office 2009/10 Work Plan

(EDC Paper No. 22/09)


A Councillor pointed out that the environmental hygiene problem of Quarry Bay area was serious and hoped that the District Office could coordinate interdepartmental action to fight against hygiene black spots.  A Councillor suggested that the quarterly publication for the new arrivals in Hong Kong be changed to monthly publications so that they could attend the appropriate activity in time.  A Councillor considered that the manpower of District Office in building management was insufficient and hoped that the front line staff could be added.  She stated that the building corporations usually came across great difficulty in borrowing community halls to hold meetings and suggested that the District Office reserve booking for some days for the use of community halls by the corporations.  A Councillor suggested that occupational safety be included in the Eastern District Healthy City Plan.  
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