Notes of the Ninth Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Ninth Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 28 April 2005 and the major items discussed are summarized as follows:

I. Introduction of subsidiary legislation of “Dangerous Goods Oridnance” – the legislative process
(EDC Paper No. 23/05)

Councillors expressed their support to the enactment and enforcement of the Dangerous Goods (Amendment) Ordinance (hereinafter known as the Ordinance).  They suggested that the government strengthen the publicity of the new labelling so that it would be easy for the public in general to make identification.  A Councillor hoped that the government could give heed to the condition of storage of dangerous goods in metal shops and dyestuff shops and the potential accident that might happen when children bought dangerous goods.  A Councillor hoped that the government could listen more to the professional sectors and make more publicity of related information during the legislative process of the Dangerous Goods Ordinance.  A Councillor considered that the government should strengthen the supervision of the stores and piers for the storage of dangerous goods.  A Councillor considered that the government should amend the existing standard distance between LP gas stations and residence of the public.  A Councillor suggested that the new Ordinance should restrict the zones on which the dangerous goods vehicles were allowed to station and provide that apart from the driver of the dangerous goods vehicle, the car attendant should also undertake suitable training.  A Councillor considered that the regulations relating to transport matters should impose restrictions on the access and zones which the dangerous goods vehicles were allowed to pass, the loading and unloading time, and loading capacity of the dangerous goods vehicles.  

Fire Services Department (FSD) responded that before the subsidiary legislation of the Ordinance took effect, the government would conduct a series of publicity campaign on the methods of labelling of dangerous goods.  During the two-year transition after the subsidiary legislation took effect, the new and the old regulations would exist side by side whereby the enforcement officer would adopt the advisory approach in enforcement instead of initiating prosecution according to the new dangerous goods category and new regulations.  Concerning the routes of the dangerous goods vehicle conveying dangerous goods, there was no regulation by law.  The authorities had set up a special team to follow up with the drafting work of the subsidiary legislation of the Ordinance and it was anticipated that the new ordinance would be enforced next year.  After the two-year transition, the new ordinance was expected to have full application in 2008.  The new ordinance would provide that the driver of the dangerous goods vehicle enroll on a course of basic knowledge but this provision would not apply to the car attendant.  Under the new ordinance, the consignor of the dangerous goods must use dangerous goods vehicle to convey the dangerous goods.

The Civil Engineering and Development Department responded that explosives belonged to Dangerous Goods Category 1.  This category of dangerous goods was mainly stored and conveyed by the government.  Specially made vehicles were used by the government to convey Dangerous Goods Category 1 ; Explosives Supervisors , car attendants and drivers had all undertaken special training and the whole conveyance process was under stringent supervision.

II. Briefing on the Work Plan of ICAC Regional Office (Hong Kong East), Community Relations Department, 2005/06

.     (EDC Paper No. 24/05)

The views expressed by the Councillors are summarized as follows:-

(a) A Councillor expressed that the Work Plan of ICAC surely met the needs of the society.  He hoped that the Office could have more communication in ratio with the building corporations of Eastern District.

(b) A Councillor pointed out that the incorporated owners of private buildings were usually lacking professional knowledge, for instance, the tendering process of large-scale works had loopholes and hidden worries.  Therefore, ICAC should allocate more resources to inculcate knowledge in this respect so as to reduce the circumstance of corruption.

(c) A Councillor pointed out that the incorporated owners usually in lack of related knowledge committed corruption in the course of maintenance of the building.

(d) A Councillor pointed out that in the course of investigation of related election matters such as election expenses, the procedures and practice of ICAC were too stringent or even disturbing.

(e) A Councillor expressed that he appreciated the moral education for youth conducted by ICAC.  She hoped that ICAC should not cut resources again and join hand with the district to build up a society with integrity.

(f) A Councillor suggested that ICAC compile the information in relation to the grey area in the promotion of enterprise culture for future reference.

ICAC responded that the Office agreed to strengthen the sense of the incorporated owners in the management of enterprises and it would set up a liaison network with the property management companies, strengthen the education of the members of incorporated owners, the employees of property management, and the residents with the knowledge of prevention of corruption so as to widen the coverage of education.  ICAC used to hold talks for the staff of the property management companies and now it even strengthened the production of self-training courses for the front line staff of management companies.  In terms of company management, ICAC did cooperate with the supervisory organizations such as the Securities and Futures Commission and it would also continue to match with the strengthening of the moral training of company directors.  Concerning the practice of ICAC in handling some regulation breaking of election matters which were only of technical and minor nature, she explained that the staff of the said Office were acting according to law. As for a Councillor who pointed out that some investigators of ICAC did not handle properly when contacting a candidate, she would make a reflection of the matter.

III. Discussion of “Review for Planning Application for Proposed Harbourside Tourism, Entertainment and Commercial Facilities at Hoi Yu Street, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong”
(EDC Paper No. 26/05)

The views expressed by the Councillors are summarized as follows:

(a) The Councillors who had expressed their views all objected to the captioned planning application.  Several Councillors pointed out that the contents of the review for application were just “old wine in new bottle”, which were the same as those in the previous application, therefore they expressed objection to this planning application.  The reasons for objection were the same as those which had been put up in the Council meeting in the past.

(b) A Councillor pointed out that the captioned planning application had been discussed since the last term District Council and the Council had expressed views of objection many times and it had also wasted a lot of time of the Council.  Several Councillors hoped that these two pieces of land could be developed by the government, such as construction of a park.

(c) A Councillor pointed out that the review for application of the applicant only focused on the problem of land use for offices and could not respond to the reasons of development scale and excessively high density.  He expressed that EDC hoped that the related piece of land could be developed into a seashore leisure resort.

(d) A Councillor insisted to ask the government to resume the captioned piece of land to be developed into a leisure and seashore resort.  

(Post-meeting remarks : The Secretariat sent the views of the Councillors about this review for planning application to the Planning Department on 6.5.2005 for follow- up action.)

IV. Discussion of “Request that the Home Affairs Department should respond quickly to the concerns of District Council members over the review of their honorarium”
(EDC Paper No. 25/05)

The views expessed by the Councillors are summarized as follows:

(a) Several Councillors considered that the suggestion by the Audit Department to cancel the tax administrative arrangement for 50% of the honorarium of District Council members to be regarded as expenditure deduction with no checking was just like “looking for a bone in an egg”.  A Councillor expressed that the existing honorarium mechanism for Councillors was operating well.  He worried that the new tax administrative arrangement would pose difficulty for the full-time Councillors.

(b) A Councillor opined that HAD should clarify the items of operating expenditures for District Council members to avoid misunderstanding of the Councillors.  She also hoped that in 2006/07 when the new tax arrangement for Councillors’ honorarium was enforced, the government could adopt simplified administrative ways to avoid complicated and trivial formalities.

(c) A Councillor pointed out that at present the operating expenditure allowance for Councillors was not enough to meet the actual expenditures spent on duty.  In addition, a Councillor suggested that HAD should increase the reimbursable items of operating expenditure.

(d) A Councillor pointed out that Councillors were not given any welfare by the government, so he considered that it was not appropriate for the government to enforce the new honorarium tax arrangement for the Councillors.

HAD responded that since the 43rd Report was issued by the Audit Department last year, HAD had already collected views of the Councillors on different occasions.  In response to the views of the Councillors, the said Department was now making a review on the reimbursable items of operating expenditure allowance.  CAB was now commencing the preparation work for the review of the function and composition of District Council and by that time it would also make a complete review on the level of operating expenditure allowance, honorarium, information technology and other support appropriation paid to the Councillors.  Prior to the enforcement of the new honorarium tax arrangement for Councillors in 2006/07, CAB would hold a briefing for the Councillors.

V. Report on the leisure and cultural facility projects in Eastern District.

(EDC Paper No. 27/05)

VI. Report on the environmental hygiene facility projects in Eastern District

(EDC Paper No. 28/05)

The views expressed by the Councillors are summarized as follows:

(a) Several Councillors enquired about the progress of Aldrich Bay Park.  In addition, a Councillor regretted that there was still no construction date for  “Quarry Bay Park Phase II (Stage 2 and Stage 3)”.

(b) A Councillor enquired why the estimated cost of “Victoria Park Improvement Works – Swimming Pool Complex” and “Victoria Park Tennis Court Improvement Works” was still not yet confirmed and why there was no construction date for “Conversion of Victoria Park Squash Complex into an outdoor Basket Ball Playground”.

(c) A Councillor hoped that the progress of the works of “Aldrich Bay Reclaimed Market and Public Toilet” could be accelerated.

(d) A Councillor pointed out that numerous items of works were left by the Ex-Urban Council, he hoped that the government would assess the completion dates of the works in response to the present economic situation for Councillors’ reference.

LCSD responded that owing to limitation of resources , the government at present could only reserve funds to carry out the improvement works for Siu Sai Wan Complex and Swimming Pool Complex and Tennis Court of Victoria Park.  The long-term purpose of LCSD was still in the hope of carrying out these works left over by Ex-Urban Council as soon as possible.  LCSD hoped to do a well-done job as far as possible for the improvement works of the swimming pool complex and tennis court of Victoria Park and was now discussing it with ASD about the details.  It would give an account of it and seek members’ views at the meeting of Leisure and Culture Committee to be held on 26.5.05.

FEHD responded that the deadline for the tender of the works for Aldrich Bay Reclaimed Market and Public Toilet Cover was 13.5.05.  The said department would report on the latest progress of the matter at the next meeting of the Works and Development Committee.
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