Notes of the Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 25 February 2005 and the major items discussed are summarised as follows:

I. Discussion of “The Fourth Report of the Constitutional Development Task Force: Views and Proposals of Members of the Community on the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive in 2007 and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2008” 
(EDC Paper No. 20/05)

Secretary for Constitutional Affairs (SCA), Mr. LAM Sui-lung, JP gave a presentation on Paper No. 20/05. The views expressed by Councillors are summarised as follows:

(a) A number of Councillors considered that the number of members of the Election Committee (EC) and the number of LegCo seats for 2008 should be increased.  Several Councillors suggested that the former should be increased from 800 to 1600, while individual Councillor suggested an increase to 6400, whereas the latter should be increased from 60 seats to 70 or 80 seats.

(b) A number of Councillors suggested that District Councillors should become members of EC automatically as they represented the public views and received recognition.

(c) Several Councillors opined that corporate voting should be replaced by individual voting, such as directors of relevant corporations, employees of relevant subsectors.

(d) Several Councillors were of the view that the number and proportion of seats which might be returned by individuals who were not of Chinese nationality or who had the right of abode in foreign countries should be reduced gradually and eventually eliminated.

(e) Several Councillors supported the adoption of financial assistance arrangement of $10 per vote at the level of District Council Election.

(f) A Councillor suggested that the functional constituency could include Chinese medicine practitioners, Chinese enterprises and that the sector of EC should include women’s representatives, grassroots’ representatives such as buildings’ corporations, mutual aid committees etc.  In addition, a Councillor considered that the insurance medium sector should occupy a seat in the Legislative Council.

(g) A Councillor suggested that the functional constituencies of local bodies, rural committees’ representatives and property management should be added.

(h) A Councillor pointed out that in moulding the future electoral system or  party politics of Hong Kong, the orientation of Hong Kong should be made clear.  If Hong Kong is a council , the government should consider transferring the power of Urban Council in the past .to the District Council, and also subsidize the development of councils and political parties.  He considered that the Chief Executive of the new term should put forward options for the future electoral system of Hong Kong.

(i) Concerning the number of members of the EC required for nominating candidates for the office of Chief Executive, a Councillor opined that it should maintain 100 nominators.

(j) Several Councillors considered that there was no need to set out a timetable for universal suffrage at present , but to wait for the opportune moment.

(k) A Councillor considered that the government should not pay a negative role in the constitutional development.  He pointed out that politics or political party was not a commercial trade, the government should not adopt an non-interference attitude but positively create favourable conditions such as providing subsidization to assist the development of political party.

(l) Several Councillors considered that universal suffrage should be carried out completely, the views of Hong Kong people should not be manipulated by a small number of persons.

(m) A Councillor considered that the timetable for universal suffrage should be set out.  He pointed out that there was contradiction between the increase of seats of the functional bodies and the ultimate target of leading to universal suffrage.

(n) A Councillor requested that SCA reflect the democratic appeal of Hong Kong people to the Central Government.  He opined that constitutional reform should be based on public opinion and that the experience of the development of democracy in Hong Kong could set an example to Mainland.

In response to the views and questions of the Councillors, SCA gave his main points as follows:

The Composition of EC and the Electoral Base 

(a) Concerning the suggestion of increasing the participation and proportion of District Councillor in EC, it was generally widely supported.  Concerning the proposal of replacing corporate voting by individual voting in the functional constituency election , he pointed out that the composition of electoral system had to embody the principle of a balanced participation.  If corporate voting was to be replaced by individual voting, then the core of the question was how to ensure that the opinion of the trade sector could be sufficiently reflected in the course of constitutional development.

The Functional Constituency of the LegCo Election

(b) Concerning the suggestion of Councillors to increase the number of seats of the District Council functional constituency in LegCo, he indicated that if LegCo agreed to the number of seats to be increased, it would be subject to the contributions of each sector to the society of Hong Kong in terms of economic and social development  in order to ascertain the number of seats for that sector.  He also welcomed  further opinions from Councillors concerning other functional constituency which could be established.

The Timetable for Universal Suffrage 

(c) The work of constitutional development must be done in accordance with the “Basic Law” and the decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress.  The latter had clearly expressed the areas which might be amended concerning the two electoral methods for 2007 and 2008.  In the discussion of the constitutional development, the opinions of both the functional constituency and trade sector had to be respected.  Concerning the timetable for universal suffrage, the views of the public towards the setting out of the timetable for universal suffrage were diverse. At the present stage, the Task Force would deal with the two electoral methods for 2007 and 2008 first, in order to put up practical and feasible options.

The Nationality Problem of LegCo Members

(d) Concerning the fact that the Basic Law allowed not exceeding 20% of the LegCo members to be permanent residents of HKSAR who were not of Chinese nationality or who had the right of abode in foreign countries, he indicated that in the future the seats of the above-mentioned members in LegCo could be increased, reduced or remain unchanged correspondingly.  There were views for retaining and also views for gradually reducing or allowing to increase the number of members who were not of Chinese nationality.

The Way Forward of the Constitutional Development.

(e) Concerning the long-term constitutional development, he said there was a need to further explore the mode of conducting universal suffrage under the Basic Law.  There were views that candidates could be nominated by functional bodies and then the election be conducted by electors in the way of one person one vote.  He expressed that at the present stage, the authorities took an open attitude towards this issue.

(f) Concerning the suggestion of conducting single seat single vote in election of geographical constituency, he pointed out that in more advanced democratic countries, there was also the implementation of  proportional representation.     The advantage of this system was that a relatively small political party could also exert certain influence.  With regard to counting of votes by groups, the design of Basic Law was the so-called “One Council and the geographical and functional constituency”.  The design of the overall constitution was to emphasize stability, therefore both the geographical and functional constituency should have the policy making power.

(g) He stated that although the political system of Hong Kong covered the seats of functional constituency, the number and proportion of directly-elected seats was all the way on the increase.  After conducting the review of constitutional development, the enlarging of the electoral base and the strengthening of geographical participation were part of the road gradually leading to universal suffrage.

Developing Party Politics
(h) SCA agreed that Hong Kong needed a development of political party and a set of policy to assist its development.  The government would provide favourable environment whereby the leader level and members of the political parties would promote the related development.  Firstly, the Chief Executive could nominate persons with political party background to take up the posts of Secretaries, Directors and attend the Executive meetings.  Secondly, during the review of the constitution, the authorities would consider the issue on the room for political participation which could be provided by EC and LegCo.  Thirdly, he stated that he would adopt an open attitude to review the financial assistance scheme for the level of the District Council, the Government of HKSAR would continue considering how to provide developable room and environment for the political party.

(i) Concerning the suggestion of a Councillor to strengthen the support to persons without political party background in political participation, SCA pointed out that in the financial assistance scheme of last year, permission was given to candidates, including independent candidates to print their photographs and the logo of the supporting organization on the LegCo vote, they were equally treated.  This method could be adopted henceforth.

(j) Concerning the suggestion of a Councillor that the Chief Executive should be allowed to have political affiliation, SCA clarified that the Basic Law did not provide that the Chief Executive could not have political affiliation.  The Chief Executive Election Ordinance of the year 2002 provided that persons with political affiliation could stand election but had to relinquish his party membership upon being elected.  There were views that this Ordinance should be revised.  He expressed that he would continue listening to views in this respect.
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