Notes of the Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 14 October 2005 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I. Discussion of “The Policy Address” announced on 12 October 2005 
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows”
(a) A number of Councillors pointed out that the Policy Address had mentioned that the functions of  District Council would be expanded,  however they considered that it was not enough for District Council just to manage part of the district facilities.  They expressed that such  arrangement had not realized the commitment which the government had made to Distrct Council on the dissolution of the two municipal councils, as members still could not participate in the personnel and financial affairs.

(b) Several Councillors expressed their agreement to strengthening the role of District Officers.  They were of the view that this policy could strengthen the coordination of the services of all departments so that the livelihood problem of a district could be solved more effectively.

(c) A Councillor considered that the Policy Address had not given a full accountability in some aspects.  In the aspect of medical reform, he paid concern to the funding plan and how citizens could enjoy reasonable and affordable medical services.  In the aspect of environment protection , he hoped to know what practical improvement measures the government had formulated.  As to political reform, he hoped that improvement could be made so that the Chief Executive and members of the Legislative Council could be elected through direct election.

(d) A Councillor considered that more interflows should be made with the officials of the Central Authority and Mainland.  However he hoped that the principal officials of Hong Kong could reflect and explain the aspirations of the general public in order to let Mainland understand the needs of Hong Kong so as to build up a harmonious society.

(e) A Councillor considered that the directions of the Policy Address were pragmatic and did include the aspect of protecting the rights of the labour.  However, it did not mention the problems arising from the contracting service.  He opined that such mechanism had rendered the employers exploit the rights and income of the labourers and hoped that the government could make review on this so as to strengthen the responsibility of the enterprises towards society.

(f) A Councillor was concerned about the aspect of the development of welfare.  She hoped that the recipients with working ability could be made to rely on themselves so as to turn them from “being aided to self-strengthening”.

(g) A Councillor expressed support of the directions of the Policy Address, including authorizing the Chief Secretary and the Financial Secretary with the co-ordination of all policies and expanding the Executive Council and the Commission on Strategic Development.  She hoped that such policies would give better development to strong governance.  As to food safety, she agreed to the establishment of a Food Safety, Inspection and Quarantine Department.

(h) A Councillor considered that the Policy Address was close to and working for the good of people and had responded to the aspirations of all parties and was consistent with the circumstances of Hong Kong.  However, he pointed out that the Policy Address had mentioned little about the the aspect of logistics between Mainland and Hong Kong and proposed more communications with Mainland, so as to reduce the cost of logistic business in Hong Kong and increase its competitiveness.

(i) A Councillor did not agree to strengthening the role of District Officers.  He suggested that the functions of the District Councils be upgraded, and that it should be empowered with statutory power but not just maintain its consultative role.

(j) A Councillor expressed that the Policy Address had avoided the item of universal suffrage.  He was of the view that the Chief Executive should reflect this message on behalf of the Hong Kong people.
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