Notes of the Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council


The Special Meeting of the Eastern District Council (EDC) was held on 10 September 2007 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows:

I. Discussion of “Green Paper on Constitutional Development”
The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows”
(a) A number of Councillors who expressed their views agreed to the principle of gradual and orderly approach prescribed in the Basic Law and to adopt the method of “resolving the simple issues before the difficult ones” to take forward universal suffrage so as to elect the Chief Executive (CE) by universal suffrage in 2017 first and then to attain universal suffrage for LegCo after 2017.
(b) A number of Councillors considered that the number of seats representing District Councils (DCs) in Legco should be increased.  
(c) Several Councillors considered that the economy of Hong Kong should be properly managed first and to look for a universal suffrage roadmap most suitable to the development of Hong Kong democracy through peaceful discussion and in a gradual and orderly approach.  They hoped that all parties could hold the discussion calmly in order to reach a consensus.
(d) A Councillor suggested that five to ten seats representing DCs be added in LegCo first by way of functional constituency, so as to alleviate the problem of the failure of DC bridging with LegCo in establishment hierarchy and the breakage of the political talent ladder.  In order to successfully promote constitutional change, she considered that prime importance should be given to rebuilding the environment for political ecology.  Therefore, she hoped that the SAR government could assist to promote her proposed plan, to let universal suffrage for functional constituency (FC) start in 2012 and finally attaining the target of universal suffrage.
(e) A Councillor opined that universal suffrage and economy could not be cut apart.  If the constitutional development of Hong Kong was stepping forward, its economy and prosperity would get improved too.  He pointed out that the implementation of universal suffrage was the will of most Hong Kong people and Hong Kong had enough time to prepare for the implementation of universal suffrage in 2012.
(f) A Councillor considered that in the course of implementing universal suffrage, it was most important to proceed in accordance with the actual situation in Hong Kong, only by such would it be beneficial to the economic development, prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.  Therefore, she hoped that universal suffrage could be attained in a gradual and orderly approach in accordance with the provisions of the Basic Law. 
(g) A Councillor pointed out that unnecessary disputes had slowed down the economic development of Hong Kong.  She considered that the sense of participation of politics and the counseling power of citizens should be uplifted, so that universal suffrage could be reached step by step.    
(h) A Councillor pointed out that the grass roots expected economic stability.  As the government had not given enough publicity to the Basic Law, therefore they did not know much about the topic of Basic Law or universal suffrage.  He considered that some more time should be given to the citizens, so as to form the LegCo by universal suffrage only after electing the CE by universal suffrage in 2017.  

(i) Several Councillors pointed out that as from 1988, Hong Kong had been striving for direct election and considered that Hong Kong citizen had enough knowledge and ability to proceed election for CE and formation of LegCo by universal suffrage.  They considered that Hong Kong had already possessed matured conditions to be developed as a civic community, and it was an appropriate time to implement universal suffrage in 2012. 
(j) Several Councillors opined that provided that a clear target was set, the SAR government was able to implement universal suffrage in response to the expectation of the citizens.  They considered that the SAR government should not procrastinate the dual universal suffrage once and again. 
(k) A Councillor suggested that Hong Kong proceed a referendum on universal suffrage , so as to avoid unnecessary dispute. 
(l) A Councillor pointed out that the “Green Paper” had not put forward a particular plan for universal suffrage, he was concerned about how the SAR government converge and follow up with the views from all directions. 

After discussion, the following motion was carried by a vote of 29 to 0 with 9 abstentions. 
           “The Eastern District Council supported the method of gradual and orderly approach and resolving the simple issues before the difficult ones, so as to implement the election of the CE by universal suffrage in 2017 first and proceed to universal suffrage for LegCo after 2017.”
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