Notes of the Special Meeting of Eastern District Council (EDC)


The above meeting was held on 14 January 2008 and the major items discussed were summarized as follows: -

I.
Discussion of Eastern District Council Standing Orders

(EDC Paper No. 13/08)


The views expressed by the Councillors were summarized as follows:

(a) A Councillor considered that the attendance details (including the time of arrival at and departure from the meeting place) of the Councillors in the course of the meeting should be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

(b) Several Councillors suggested that the part of the Standing Orders relating to the breach of the code of conduct by Councillors/Committee members should be deleted because such a clause was vague and constituted an insult to the Councillors, and the said clause had never been effected by the District Council of the last term.  In addition, a Councillor considered that such a code was meaningless.

(c) Several Councillors considered that the Standing Orders should retain the clause relating to the order of the meeting and the breach of code of conduct by Councillors/Committee members, in order to maintain the normal running of the meeting.

(d) A Councillor suggested that a review be made after one year on the present mode of recording the attendance of the Councillors.
(e) A Councillor considered that when the order of the meeting ran into confusion, it was appropriate for the Chairman to adjourn the meeting in response to the situation at that time. The Chairman might also request the concerned Councillor to leave the meeting place, however such a practice was not binding in law.
     After discussion, Councillors endorsed the above paper of EDC Standing Orders and agreed that Councillors should record punctually the time of arrival at and departure from the meeting place on the meeting attendance sheet and a review be made after one year.   
II. 2008/09 EDC funding allocation
III. Proposed reserve of DC appropriation for publicity of 2008 Olympic Games
Several Councillors suggested that an ad hoc committee be set up to coordinate the promotion of the Olympic Games activities and to upgrade the status of Hong Kong as an Olympic Games City, so as to make all citizens feel the atmosphere of the Olympic Games.  Several Councillors did not agree to allocating 3 million dollars to the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) to hold general activities as an promoting item of the Olympic Games.  A Councillor suggested that in the promotion activities of the Olympic Games, a related article should be made to commemorate Hong Kong as one of the Olympic Games Cities.

After discussion, Councillors unanimously carried the following motion:

“Eastern District Council set up a Committee on Promotion of the Olympic Games (CPOG) with tenure to the end of 2008.”
Councillors also endorsed the reserve of one third of DC appropriation by EDC in 2008/09 for extension activities of the Olympic Games and the use of not more than 10% of DC appropriation for the recruitment of temporary staff to support the duties and work of EDC.  In addition, Councillors also endorsed the setting up of one-off special item subsidy scheme under “Greeting the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games". 

IV. Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD)’s Community Recreation and Sports Programme Plan in Eastern District for the First Quarter of 2008/09 (April to June)
(EDC Paper No. 7/08)


  After discussion, Councillors endorsed the Community Recreation and Sports Programme Plan in Eastern District for April to June 2008/09 and the related fund applications contained in the above paper.
V.
Annual Plan on Leisure and Cultural Services Department’s Regular Free Entertainment Activities in the Eastern District in 2008/09

   (EDC Paper No. 8/08)


   After discussion, Councillors endorsed the annual plan and budget contained in the above paper. 
VI.
Annual Plan on Leisure and Cultural Services Department’s Regular Free Extension Activities held in Libraries of the Eastern District in 2008/09

   (EDC Paper No. 9/08)

    After discussion, Councillors endorsed the plan and fund applications for related activities contained in the above paper. 
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