(Gist Translation)

Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council
Date

: 
23 October 2006 (Monday)

Time
: 
2:00 p.m.

Venue

: 
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 14/F., Harbour Building, 



    38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

I.
Confirmation of the Minutes of Meeting Held on 21 August 2006

The minutes of the said meeting were confirmed without amendments.

II. Question on the Progress of Drainage Works in Cheung Chau

(Paper IDC 90/2006)

Mr. John BINKS, Chief Engineer, Hong Kong Island and Islands Development Office, Civil Engineering and Development Department (CED) and Mr. LEE Kwok-cheung, Director of Ho Tin & Associates, Consulting Engineers Limited responded.



Mr. John BINKS said that CED was very concerned about issues that affected the livelihood of the residents of Cheung Chau.  The captioned works belonged to part of Works No.IS 13/04.  The progress of the drainage works tied in with the latest works schedule as stipulated by the contractor.  Unless unforeseen circumstances arose, it was expected that the drainage works could be completed in August 2007.  He stressed that CED and the consultancy company would closely monitor the progress of the works.  Besides, CED, the consultancy company and the contractor would hold a meeting every month and set a target for the progress of the works for the contractor to refer to and follow so as to ensure that the works would be completed in time.


 A Member opined that the consultancy company and the contractor should further elaborate the progress of the works to the local people so as to allay the worries of the residents who were affected. 


Another Member expressed that he hoped that the works could be completed in August 2007 as scheduled.  The daily life of the residents and the business of the shops had been seriously affected.  One of the sites in front of Pak She Elderly Home posed a danger to the elderly.  Some of the sites did not have sufficient flashing lights and the fences often fell down.  He requested CED to order the contractor to step up inspection.


Mr. LEE Kwok-cheung noted Members’ views and pledged to step up inspection to ensure the facilities at all the sites meet safety requirements.


Another Member opined that the fact that the Government had put a lot of resources in improving the drainage system of Cheung Chau was a piece of good news for the residents of Cheung Chau. Slow progress of the works, insufficient manpower at the site and wrong location for carrying out works were problems that had been often discussed at the meetings of the District Management Committee.  He learned from the residents that improvement had been made recently.  He hoped that the Government could commence Phase III of the works as soon as possible so that comprehensive improvement could be made to the environmental hygiene of Cheung Chau as early as possible.


The Chairman requested CED to note Members’ opinions.

III. Question on Bicycles Parking Management at Mui Wo

(Paper IDC 91/2006)


Ms Irene HO Wai-yin, Chief Transport Officer/NT South West, Transport Department (TD) said that the cycle park next to Mui Wo Pier was a public place and TD was not the department that was responsible for its daily management.  She learned that X Working Group had already held discussions on the issue a week ago.


Assistant District Officer (Islands) said that at the meeting of Working Group on Pavements/Rear Lanes and Public Places Management that had been held a week ago, the said issue had been discussed.  The departmental representatives that had attended the meeting had made many suggestions.  According to their observation, quite a number of broken bicycles were placed in the cycle park.  ADO(Islands) said that a site inspection would be conducted later and Members were welcomed to join them.  He stressed that the Government could treat bicycles that could not be used and placed in the cycle park as waste.  However, for bicycles that could still be used, there would be difficulties.  As for bicycles that were placed outside the park, the Government would regularly launch clearance operations.


A Member said that many abandoned bicycles were placed in the cycle park, forcing residents to park their bicycles next to the park.  He opined that Islands District Land Office should confiscate those abandoned bicycles.


The Chairman opined that all the departments concerned should conduct a joint operation and it would take some time.  He suggested that Islands District Office should follow up the matter after the meeting.


Another Member felt that it was unfair to the bicycle owners who have genuine need to park their bicycles.  She suggested that the Government should consider handling the abandoned bicycles pursuant to Summary Offences Ordinance.


A Member suggested that the Government should consider designating some areas as prohibited areas and confiscating bicycles that were illegally parked.  He suggested publicizing the message through the rural committee before taking enforcement actions.


ADO(Islands) said that if the abandoned bicycles affected environmental hygiene and the safety of passers-by, the Government could take actions according to the Law and Islands District Office would play the coordinating role.  


A Member suggested educating the residents.


The Chairman requested ADO(Islands), Chairman of Traffic and Transport Committee, Mr. WONG Fuk-Kan, Members of Mui Wo and other Members who were concerned about the problem of bicycles to set up a working group to discuss how to tackle the problem.

IV.
“Facelift of Mui Wo” – Land Use Concept Plans

(Paper IDC 92/2006)


Members noted that according to the initial estimate of CED, the works concerning “facelift of Mui Wo” would be carried out in 2010.  The concept plan as mentioned in the paper was part of the Concept Plan for Lantau.  


A Member expressed support to the said concept plans but opined that the Government had not mentioned the development of southern Lantau.  He pointed out that southern Lantau had resources that were conducive to developing tourism.  


Another Member pointed out that Planning Department (PD) had consulted Mui Wo Rural Committee on the facelift of Mui Wo and gained its support.


A Member opined that the “facelift of Mui Wo” should be implemented as soon as possible.  


A representative of PD said that the development of southern Lantau was part of the Concept Plan for Lantau.  For the time being, PD did not have details of the development.  When examining the development of southern Lantau, PD would take conservation and recreational development of the area into account.  As the facelift of Mui Wo had to go through procedures such as feasibility study, works study and application for funding, it would take time.  However, PD would try to start individual works items which were small-scale and which would not be affected by other factors.  


The Chairman concluded that Islands District Council supported “Facelift of Mui Wo” - Land Use Concept Plans.  He requested PD to consult representatives of local organizations on the details of the plan.

V.
Landscaped Piazza at Ngong Ping
(Paper IDC 98/2006)


A representative of CED briefed Members on the background of making amendments to the design of the landscaped piazza at Ngong Ping, including retaining the 6 stalls at Ngong Ping and making amendments to the design of the entrance of the emergency vehicular access to Po Lin Monastery.


Islands District Council endorsed the proposed amendments as listed in the paper.

VI. Annual District Plan 2006 on Public Housing Management in Islands District


(Paper IDC 93/2006)


A Member opined that Housing Department (HD) should increase facilities of old housing estates such as Cheung Kwai Estate and put more resources in improving the environment of these estates.


Another Member asked if HD had any effective monitoring mechanism to prevent dog owners from changing dogs.


Mrs. TAM LEUNG Kit-yu, Senior Housing Manager/Tsing Yi, Tsuen Wan & Islands, HD told Members that HD had planned to carry out overall maintenance of Cheung Kwai Estate in 2007. A group of staff would assess the conditions of the estate and formulate suitable policies so as to repair and improve the facilities of the estate.  As for residents who were dog owners, the staff of the management of housing estates would step up examination of chips of dogs to prevent dog owners from changing dogs.

A Member said that for housing estate which urgently required improvement, often applications for funding had to be submitted before improvement works could be carried out.  He hoped that there could be better communication after the setting up of Estate Management Advisory Committees (EMACs) so that the residents could have a better understanding of the operation of HD.


Another Member said that the housing estates in the district were in remote areas.  She hoped that HD could provide vehicles for the convenience of the elderly.


Mrs. TAM LEUNG Kit-yu said that one of the purposes of setting up EMACs was to improve communication between the residents and the management office and members of EMACs were from the Mutual Aid Committees of buildings.  Besides, HD would put up notice in every building to notify residents of new measures adopted by HD.  Since the setting up of EMACs, HD had already earmarked $100 for each household for maintenance expenses as suggested by EMACs. This sum could be used for paying expenses involving cleaning, environmental protection and minor works.  Besides, HD would work up a plan each year for major works.  As for providing vehicles for the elderly, the issue had to be further examined.

(Post-Meeting Note: Members had suggested providing vehicles for residents travelling between the market and Cheung Kwai Estate.  HD had studied the feasibility of the proposal.  As the area was not under the ambit of HD, it could not make such arrangement.  It was learned that an elderly centre would provide free transportation at Cheung Chau Pier for elderly and those in need.  The residents of Cheung Kwai Estate could consider using the service.)


A Member asked HD to deploy more staff to implement the Marking Scheme for Tenancy Enforcement in Public Rental Housing.  


Another Member requested HD to step up monitoring to prevent misdeeds of throwing objects from height.  He suggested that HD should enhance publicity and encourage residents to report such inconsiderate and irresponsible acts.


Mrs. TAM requested Members to call upon residents to observe the regulations of housing estates lest they would be allotted demerit points. As for throwing objects from height, she said that 3 teams of staff would patrol at housing estates and electronic equipment would be used to help in monitoring such acts.  According to new regulations, for a resident who cause death or injuries to others by throwing objects from height, his tenancy would be immediately terminated. 


Islands District Council supported all suggestions as mentioned in the paper.

VII. Annual Policing Plan 2006 Marine Port District Mid-Year Review

(Paper IDC 94/2006)


MR. LEUNG King-hang, District Commander, Marine Port District, Hong Kong Police Force brief Members on the methods adopted by the Police in combating crimes.

VIII. Lantau District Annual Policing Plan 2006 Mid-Year Review

(Paper IDC 95/2006)


A Member pointed out that there had been several cases of theft of transformers of the power company in Yi O.  He requested the Police to step up patrolling in the area.


Another Member said that since the launching of Ngong Ping 360, burglaries had occurred in the quiet room of Po Lin Monastery.  He urged the Police to note the situation.


In response, Mr. CHU Fun-wing, District Commander, Lantau District, Hong Kong Police Force said that the Police had already deployed staff to carry out an operation in Yi O against theft of transformers.  A hotline had also been set up.  The residents could report cases of power failure to the Police through the hotline.  Moreover, the Police was following up the burglaries in Po Lin Monastery.


A Member urged the Police to be more alert to crimes relating to housing management.  She said that there were disputes in several housing management committees in Islands District and most of them were related to maintenance contracts amounting to over 10 million dollars.  She said that several years ago, this kind of dispute had been defined as involving criminal offences.  Yet when the residents reported the cases to the Police, they were treated as disputes among residents and had not been properly dealt with.  She opined that Section 40(a) and (b) and Section 30 of Building Management Ordinance had given authority to Home Affairs Department Headquarters (HAD HQs) for law enforcement but HAD HQs had not exercised its right.  She pointed out that the Office of the Ombudsman had criticized the situation in two reports.  He urged the Police to step up efforts in combating crimes which were related to housing management. Moreover, she opined that the Police should enhance communication with residents, housing management committees and Members.  


In response, Mr. CHU Fun-wing said that the above matter had been discussed at the meeting of Islands District Fight Crime Committee held on 29 August 2006.   He reiterated that the Police would deal with all cases involving criminal offences but could not deal with civil cases.  He said that the Police would deal with all reports involving housing management.  After initial investigation and seeking the advice of Department of Justice, the Police would classify whether the cases involve criminal offences.  The Police would not follow up cases which in the opinion of Department of Justice did not involve criminal offences.


District Officer(Islands) pointed out that the representative of HAD HQs had made a reply to questions on housing management at the meeting of Environmental Improvement and Food Hygiene Committee under Islands District Council held on September 25.  He said that Members’ concern and views on the implementation of Building Management Ordinance would be reflected to HAD HQs.


A Member opined that the authorities concerned should let the public know how to define whether a case involved criminal offence or not.  Following the increase in housing developments in Islands District, HAD HQs, the Police and ICAC should enhance co-operation so as to combat crimes relating to housing management.

IX.
Report on the Work of the Islands District Management Committee (September 2006)

(Paper IDC 89/2006)


District Officer (Islands) briefed Members on the paper and provided latest information.  He said that the Government attached much importance to the development of and ancillary facilities in Tung Chung.  The governmental departments endeavoured to follow up the works in Tung Chung.


The Chairman opined that Mui Wo Emergency Vehicular Access should be converted to a vehicle access road.


A Member was concerned about reports that Ovitrap Index had been tampered with.  She asked Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) to provide information about the locations of the Ovitraps in Islands District.  Besides, she suggested FEHD review the current method of using Ovitrap to assess the extensiveness of the distribution of mosquitoes.


In response, Mr. CHEUNG Sing-man, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent/Islands, FEHD said that FEHD had already changed all Ovitraps and reported the case to the Police.  Moreover, FEHD had already instructed staff and contractor not to tamper with Ovitraps.  FEHD had already begun to study how to improve the design of Ovitraps as well as .security measures.  Special training on controlling the problem of mosquitoes was being given to staff.


Another Member pointed out that both tourists and residents considered the wire mesh at the mangrove area an eyesore.  The locals suggested changing it to an iron railing of 1.22 m tall.


In response, District Officer (Islands) said that the matter would be discussed at the meeting of Islands Distict Management Committee and he would inform District Council of the outcome.

.


A Member said that the proposed football pitch at Area 40 of Tung Chung should be converted to other passive recreational or sport facilities use (such as children’s playground).

X.
Reports on the Work of the IDC Committees
(Paper IDC 85-88/2006)


Members were invited to attend Islands District Clean Hong Kong Carnival on October 28.

XI.
Allocation of DC Funds
(i) Up-to-date Financial Position on the Use of DC Funds


(Paper IDC 96/2006)


The above paper was noted and approved by Members.

(ii) Approval for Using DC Funds by Circulation since the Last Islands District Council Meeting held on 21 August 2006

(Paper IDC 96/2006)



The above paper was noted and approved by Members.

XII. Any Other Business

(i) 
The Management Policy concerning Fu Tung Shopping Arcade in Tung Chung






Members noted the written reply by the Link Management Limited.

(ii) Activities Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Establishment of the HKSAR

Members approved the setting up of an organizing committee under Community Affairs, Culture and Recreation Committee for the said purpose.

XIII. Date of Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  The next meeting would be held at 2 p.m. on 18 December 2006.
