(Gist Translation)

Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council
Date
:
21 August 2006 (Monday)

Time
:
2:00 p.m.

Venue
:
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 14/F, Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

I.
Confirmation of the Minutes of Meeting Held on 19 June 2006

The minutes of the said meeting were confirmed.

II.
Question on Allowing Private Medical Practitioners to Utilize Facilities of the Government for Providing 24-hour Medical Services to the Residents of Tung Chung

(Paper IDC 69/2006)

Dr YIU Yuk-kwan and Dr CHAN Yam-lai, Thomas of the Hospital Authority (HA) responded to the paper and answered the inquiries raised by members.


Members were informed that should the Tung Chung Health Centre be opened up to private medical practitioners for 24-hour medical service, the costs incurred in the supportive services (including nursing, dispensary and security) would be huge.  A pilot project to extend the service hours of the Tung Chung Health Centre in the evening showed that utilisation rate of the service after 10 p.m. was very low.  Besides, the problem of subsidy might arise and might thus cause unfairness if private medical practitioners were allowed to use government facilities.  Therefore, the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau (HWFB) was of the view that the proposal raised in the paper was not practical.  However, both HWFB and HA were ready to consider other practical proposals.  The Department of Health (DH) had already enhanced the service of maternal and child health centres while HA would implement a series of service enhancement measures.  For example, with effect from October 2006, a telephone booking system would be introduced to reduce the need for patients to queue at clinics in the early morning for a quota.


New measures had been adopted by HA since last year.  For instance, of medicine had been prescribed for patients with chronic diseases quantities increased so as to reduce the number of fewer subsequent consultations.  HA would hold seminars to brief community service organisations in the district on this new arrangement.  Leaflets and CDs prepared by HA would be available at the Islands District Council Secretariat for members’ perusal.  


Members learnt that based on the statistics of 2004/05, on average there was 1 patient of extreme urgency who sought treatment at hospital or clinic out of district in period between midnight of a given day to 8 a.m. of the following day.  However, there was no statistics on non-acute patients.


Members were informed that on average, there was 1 non-acute patient from Tung Chung General Out-patient Clinic which needed to call an ambulance.  About 3 calls for ambulance were made every day if all patients were counted.


According to HA, the daily call for treatment at the Accident and Emergency Department of a hospital on the Lantau Island between 12 midnight of a given day to 8 p.m. of the following day were 3.


A member opined that the 24-hour medical service offered by private medical practitioners could alleviate the shortage of medical services in Tung Chung.  He suggested that the Government might help to identify suitable locations and advise on the issue.  Furthermore, he suggested that to bring about increased health protection for patients, private medical practitioners should be allowed to read patients’ medical records stored in public medical institutions.  


HA would introduce a new Electronic Patient Record Sharing Pilot Project to centralize the storage of patients’ medical records currently stored in both public and private medical institutions.  Members were invited to furnish HA with the information on those private medical practitioners who were willing to provide Tung Chung residents with 24-hour medical services.

III.
Question on Banking Services in Tung Chung New Town

(Paper IDC 73/2006)

Members were invited to give their views on the written replies from the Financial Services and the Treasury Bureau and the Hong Kong Monetary Authority in response to Mr LO Kwong-shing, Andy’s question.


A member opined that the Government should consider requesting note-issuing banks to provide adequate banking services as a way of fulfilling corporate social responsibilities.  The Chairman requested him to provide suggested locations for bank branches to him for forwarding to the banks concerned.


A member suggested that automated teller machines with cheque deposit services be provided in the district.

IV.
Question on Problems Caused by the Cattle on Lantau Island

(Paper IDC 74/2006)

The Chairman welcomed Veterinary Officer, Dr. HWANG Byung Mo and Senior Field Officer, Mr PANG Kuen-shum from the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) to the meeting.


It was noted that the problem of stray cattle existed for a few decades and there were diverse views about the issue.


Many residents on the Lantau Island complained that stray cattle had caused damage to crops and plants, polluted the environment, caused nuisance to residents and posed potential dangers to drivers and residents.  AFCD was urged to explore ways to solve the problem.  Suggestions included identifying suitable sites for keeping stray cattle while preserving the environmental hygiene of the district.


It was suggested that a task force be set up to explore the possibility of identifying sites in South Lantau for keeping stray cattle.


Members noted a task force had been established.  It would convene a meeting on 6 September 2006 with representatives from government departments, District Councillors, members of Area Committees, environmental groups, representative of IDO and the local community being invited to attend the meeting.  The task force would explore whether the cattle in the district should be preserved or whether they should be confined in identified sites. Concerned government departments would be consulted AFCD understood that stray cattle might pose safety problems.  Anyone could report to AFCD about stray cattle which had posed risks to traffic safety.  AFCD would look into the situation and remove the cattle as necessary.


IDC would set up its own task force with Mr WONG Fuk-kan as the convenor.  AFCD would be invited to meetings of the task force.


Members were asked to provide the blackspots of stray cattle to the task force which would refer the blackspots to AFCD for action.


A member complained that despite exchanges of views over the problem of stray cattle at meetings, AFCD had not taken any concrete action to tackle the problem.  


AFCD note that it would take immediate action upon receipt of report of the blackspots of stray cattle, and would contact the complainant as soon as possible subject to the prevailing available manpower.


AFCD would be invited to the task force meeting on 6 September 2006. Members who wished to attend the meeting should inform the IDC Secretariat.  


(Post-meeting note :
Members of the task force included Mr WONG Fuk-kan, Mr NG Kum-chuen and Mr WAN Tung-lam, Tony.)

V.
Question on the Installation of Transmitting Stations for Mobile Phone Services in Discovery Bay


(Paper IDC 75/2006)


Representatives of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) and the two telecommunications (telecom) companies concerned, namely SmarTone Telecommunications Limited and NEC Telecommunications (HK) Limited, attended the meeting to respond to the above paper.


A member said that she had received a lot of complaints from the residents of the Discovery Bay who were worried about the harmful effects of radiation emitted by a transmitting station.  She doubted if OFTA and the two telecom companies had consulted the residents before deciding to install a transmitting station at Parkridge Village.

The representative of OFTA said that there was no substantial proof that electric waves emitted by the transmitting station were harmful.  OFTA understood the residents’ worries and had urged the telecom companies to consult the residents fully beforehand.


The representatives of the telecom companies said that they had discussed with the owners as well as the management office of Discovery Bay on the issue.  The consultation process was still on-going.


OFTA and the telecom companies were urged to take members’ views into consideration.

VI.
“Central Harbourfront and Me” (CHarM) Public Participatory Programme 


(Paper IDC 77/2006)

Dr KWOK Ngai-kuen, Alvin, the Chairman of CHarM and Mr Edmond CHIU, Town Planner of the Planning Department (PlanD) briefed members on the paper and answered the inquiries raised by members.


It was clarified that the scope of study of the project covered up to Central Ferry Piers No. 1 to 8.  The study did not cover Central Reclamation Phase III and therefore no study had been conducted on how to enhance the harbourfront passage stretching from Central to Wan Chai.  It was anticipated that the public might want a continuous enhanced waterfront promenade stretching between Central and Wan Chai to link up the east and the west of the Northern part of the Hong Kong Island.


Members noted that PlanD was going to conduct the Central Reclamation Urban Design Study in September 2006, with the scope of study covering the comprehensive development area at the south of the new Star Ferry Piers.


The following suggestions were raised at the meeting :


(
The Harbour-front Enhancement Committee (the Committee) should recommend to CHarM designs with special features and historical interests and tourist spots of the Islands with a view to making Central waterfront the landmark of Hong Kong;


(
Vehicular and pedestrian accesses should be improved to reduce conflict between pedestrians and vehicles;


(
Escalator and walkway system should be constructed in Central to improve traffic flow and to link up Central downtown with the Central Ferry Piers;


(
The feasibility of development of superstructure of the piers should be explored;


(
Central downtown and the Central Ferry Piers should be connected to promote ferry patronage;


(
Covered walkway should be built; and


(
Traffic signs and the overall environment of the area should be improved.


Dr KWOK agreed that the Central Ferry Piers were the gateway to the Islands.  He would urge the Government to expedite the enhancement works of the Central waterfront and the adjourning area.

VII.
“Community Used Clothes Recycling Bank” Scheme


(Paper IDC 78/2006)


The “Community Used Clothes Recycling Bank” Scheme was meant to ban illegal used clothes collection cages.  Six locations, which were subject to change according to public views, in the Islands District were identified for placing recycling banks and Friends of the Earth (Hong Kong) was appointed the Scheme Manager for the Islands District.  


Any theft of the used clothes in the recycling bank should be reported to the government departments concerned.


The recycling banks would be placed on the ground level as far as possible for the convenience of the public.  The Scheme Manager was currently working on the details in consultation with government departments including the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.  Members might inform IDO of any collection cages obstructing the street for referral to the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) and the Lands Department for follow-up.  Since the implementation of the Scheme in mid July, FEHD had conducted several operations in the Islands District, mainly in Tung Chung, to remove illegal collection cages.  It was confirmed that a recycling bank would be placed in Cheung Chau.

VIII.
Proposed Amendments to the Draft Lamma Island Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-LI/7


(Paper IDC 79/2006)


The Islands District Council supported the above paper and urged the Drainage Services Department to construct the sewage treatment facilities on Lamma Island as soon as possible.

IX.
Report on the Work of the Islands District Management Committee (July 2006)

(Paper IDC 70/2006)


The first phase of the beautification works for Cheung Chau was basically completed.  Members might inform IDO of any defects related to the works for referral to the Highways Department for follow-up.  The Government was currently working on the scope and details of the second phase of the beautification works.


Both the drainage works outside the home for the elderly and the railing works near Kwok Man School were under the responsibility of the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD).  Noting that the progress was far from desirable, CEDD had urged the contractors to complete the works as soon as possible.


IDO had invited local organisations and personalities to submit proposals on the use of the former Marine Police Headquarters in Tung Chung.  IDO had started vetting these proposals and would report to the IDMC upon completion of the vetting procedure.  The preliminary idea was that the Headquarters would be used by several organisations with a management mode similar to that of the existing community centres.  The renovation and alteration works of the Headquarters would be carried out by the Architectural Services Department with the works cost yet to be estimated.  If funding was obtained within this year, works would be expected to commence in the following year. 


Members were briefed on the Ovitrap Index.


On the swimming activities arranged for Islands District, LCSD had to co-ordinate arrangements regarding venues, coaches, traffic, etc.  The Swimming Challenge Day for Family provided two time slots.  In future, more varied time slots would be made available to suit the public’s needs.  The progress of the projects “District Open Space in Area 2, Tung Chung” and “Indoor Recreation Centre Cum Library in Area 17, Tung Chung” would be reported to the District Management Committee at its next meeting.


It was suggested that the departments concerned should consider providing handrails or non-slippery floor tiles for the ramp at the Peak Road in the Cheung Chau old town.


Members noted that some non-government organisations outside Islands District volunteered to arrange children or students in Tung Chung to have swimming lessons outside Tung Chung.  IDO would maintain close liaison with these organisations for provision of the services.
X.
Reports on the Work of the IDC Committees 


(Papers IDC 65-68/2006)


It was reported that the Working Group under the IDC Environmental Improvement and Food Hygiene Committee had conducted Clean Islands Day on 20 August 2006 to promote the messages of Clean Hong Kong and environmental protection.


The writing and typesetting of “The Islands District Heritage” (the Heritage) were completed.


Members agreed to form a Working Group on Publishing of The Islands District Heritage, with the Chairman, Mr. LAM Kit-sing, Mr. WAN Tung-lam, Tony, Ms LEE Kwai-chun, Mr. LEUNG Siu-tong and Miss YUNG Wing-sheung, Amy as members.


(Post-meeting note : 
Miss YUNG Wing-sheung, Amy indicated her withdrawal from the Working Group in writing on 7 September 2006.)

XI.
Allocation of DC Funds

(i)
Up-to-date Financial Position on the Use of DC Funds


(Paper IDC 71/2006)


The above paper was noted and approved by members.


(ii)
Approval for Using DC Funds by Circulation since the Last Islands District Council Meeting Held on 19 June 2006



(Paper IDC 72/2006)


The above paper was noted and approved by members.

XII.
Date of Next Meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.  The next meeting would be held at 2 p.m. on 23 October 2006.

