(Gist Translation)

Summary of Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council

Date

: 
4 February 2008 (Monday)

Time
: 
2:00 p.m.

Venue

: 
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 14/F., Harbour Building, 



    38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the new “Islands District Council Standing Orders” had been adopted by the Council at its meeting on 21 January. As such, audio-recordings of the meetings of the Council and its committees would be uploaded onto the Council’s webpage, with the exception of those of closed meetings. 

The major issues discussed were summarized below: 

I. “The District Open Space in Area 18, Tung Chung, Lantau” Project

The meeting supported the suggestion raised by members of the Legislative Council to include a “Dogs’ Garden” in the proposed open space, on the condition that the original schedule would not be affected. Members agreed that the design of the facility should be followed up by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department. 

(Post-meeting Note: The “Dogs’ Garden”, with an approximate area of 1500 to 1800 square metres, had been incorporated into the development project. Project funding was approved on 22 February, 2008 by the Finance  Committee of the Legislative Council. Construction work would begin in the middle of this year and was expected to complete in two years’ time.)

II. 
Question on the Provision of Permanent Toilet at Tung Chung Bus Terminal

The meeting noted that a toilet would be built at the Tung Chung Bus Terminal after the Lunar New Year and it was expected that the work would be completed in September 2008 and opened for use in the following month. A total of ten water closet cubicles would be provided, three for men, six for women and the other for disabled persons.

III. 
Question on North Lantau Hospital and Medical Services in Tung Chung

Food and Health Bureau had provided a written reply stating that the authorities planned to submit an application to the Town Planning Board in the middle of this year for the land in Tung Chung to be reserved for the use of hospital. Application to the Legislative Council for project funding would be made at the end of 2008 or the beginning of 2009. The hospital was expected to be opened in phases starting from 2011/12. 

A member requested that 24-hour out-patient service should be provided before North Lantau Hospital came into operation. Representative from the Hospital Authority responded that the service of special evening clinic in Tung Chung would continue until the middle of this year, when an assessment would be conducted. Initial data revealed that only three patients on average used the service per evening, and most for minor ailments. A member suggested that means of transport be provided for Tung Chung residents to return to Tung Chung after visiting the A/E in Princess Margaret Hospital in early morning. Representative from the Hospital Authority responded that the provision of the suggested service would not be cost-effective as there would be too few users.

Members raised concerns about the progress of North Lantau Hospital, the feasibility of public-private partnership in the operation of the hospital, and the provision of 24-hour out-patient clinic in Tung Chung. 

The representative from the Hospital Authority responded as below:

i. Food and Health Bureau would closely co-operate with relevant departments to expedite the construction of North Lantau Hospital. The feasibility of public-private joint operation of the future North Lantau Hospital was being looked into. The A/E Department would be the first to begin its operation and would be run by the Government.

ii. As there were only a few users of the special evening clinic in Tung Chung, 24-hour out-patient clinic would not be provided at present. The Hospital Authority was contacting the 20 or so private practitioners in Tung Chung to see if they were interested in providing 24-hour services.

iii. Relevant organizations and concerned groups had been notified that the pilot scheme of the special evening clinic would continue until the middle of this year.

(The Food and Health Bureau clarified that Areas 13, 22 and 25 in Tung Chung had been reserved for the use of North Lantau Hospital.)

IV. 
Question on youth crime in Tung Chung

Members were informed that the youth crime rate in Tung Chung and that of the whole Lantau area had slightly decreased in 2007, comparing with the preceding year. Youth and juvenile crime remained the top priority of the police in the region and the force had been co-operating in crime prevention with social welfare agencies and schools all along.

In response to a member’s request that the police should step up patrolling inside residential buildings, the representative from the police said that such actions had been on-going and special actions had also been conducted.

In response to a member’s request of setting up a police post at Yat Tung Estate, the representative from the police said that the proposal had been discussed before and had not been adopted so far because of lack of human resources.

V.
Question on ferry service from Discovery Bay to Central

Representative from the Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited explained that there was no change in the ferry fare from Discovery Bay to Central. The company had taken the opportunity of the upgrading of the ticketing system to explain to users the actual benefits they would enjoy in purchasing Store-Trip Package. In response to a member’s enquiry about whether there would be fare increase, the representative replied that the fare had remained the same since March 2001. The company did not rule out a fare increase in the future as there was pressure on operation from rising Euro, oil prices and wages.

In response to the member’s further queries about the effectiveness of notices posted on different dates, and provision of arrangements to benefit non-frequent users, the representative said that new notices would be posted to answer new enquiries from passengers, and non-frequent users could consider buying single trip tickets if Store-Trip Package did not suit their interest. She reiterated that the Store-Trip Package was designed with the principle of providing more benefits to passengers who would make frequent use of the service.

A member urged the Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited to consider cancelling the administrative charge of $50.

VI.
Question on improving road safety at Chung Yan road in Tung Chung

Representative from the Transport Department said that the safest way to the bus stop at Chung Yan Road was to make use of the pedestrian flyover provided and the Department had requested the Highways Department to put up signs showing pedestrians the direction of the flyover.

VII.
Proposed Lantau North (Extension) Country Park


Members raised the following suggestions on the issue:

i. The Department should avoid involving private land in the extension.

ii. The authorities should revitalize sites of cultural heritage and scenic spots and link them with hiking tracks within the area. One such example being Penny Bay. The Antiquities and Monuments Office should be approached to explore such possibilities.

A member also enquired about the work plan and the date of completion of the project.

Representative from the Agricultural, Fisheries and Conservation Department responded as follows:

i. No private land would be involved in the extension project.

ii. The proposed inclusion of cultural and educational elements would be taken into consideration and relevant departments would be approached to provide assistance if necessary.

iii. Hiking tracks in North Lantau Country Park and those in the extension area would first be joined together and direction signs would then be erected. The provision of other facilities (eg. barbeque facilities) would require the preparation of sites before work could begin. Notices would be put up on the Department’s webpage once the facilities were ready for use, but it was not likely that they would be available shortly after the extension was effected.

VIII.
Proposed Amendments to the Approved Peng Chau Outline Zoning Plan No. S/I-PC/8

Members supported and welcomed the amendments and they believed the proposal would further bolster commerce and tourism in the district.

IX.
Proposal to Ban Idling Vehicles in Hong Kong

Members discussed and expressed their views on the issue and the following conclusion was reached:

The Islands District Council supported the spirit of the legislation so as to ease the nuisance caused by the exhaust fumes emitted from idling vehicles. However, consideration should be given to the special circumstances of each region and individual trade and the special need of some drivers. Where appropriate, exemption should also be given. The Government should take into consideration opinions expressed and proceed to formulate a proposal that would be widely supported.

X.
Traffic and transport arrangements for Tung Chung Road and South Lantau


The Chairman did not accept the proposal contained in the paper. He opined that after the extension work for Tung Chung Road was completed, the roads in South Lantau should be opened to all users.


The representative of the Transport Department reiterated the paper’s recommendation that Tung Chung Road would be open 24 hours to residents and commercial business operators in South Lantau who were issued permits.


A member suggested that Tung Chung Road should first be open to residents and commercial business operators in South Lantau who were issued permits, and an assessment could be conducted later to assess the possibility of opening the roads to all users.


In response to a member’s enquiry about the speed limit of a road section near Pui O, the representative from the Transport Department said that the lower limit was adopted because there were a greater number of accidents occurred in that section.

XI.
2008 Bun Carnival


The proposal and funding for the activity were endorsed unanimously.

XII.
Recreation and Sports Activities organized by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department in Islands District in the First Quarter (April-June) 2008/09


The proposal and a funding of $ 1,790,000 for the activities were endorsed unanimously.

XIII.
Report on the Work of the Islands District Management Committee

A member said that children of overseas nationalities had great difficulties in finding school places in the district, especially those who lived on Lantau. She requested the Education Bureau to provide relevant figures.


(Post-meeting note: At the District Management Committee Meeting of 11 March, the representative of the Education Bureau was requested to provide figures and information related to cases of children of overseas nationalities looking for school places in the Islands District. The representative of the Education Bureau promised to provide them later on.) 
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