(Gist Translation)

Summary of Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council

Date

: 
16 February 2009 (Monday)

Time
: 
2:00 p.m.

Venue

: 
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 14/F., Harbour Building, 


38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

I.
Visit of Director of Highways To Islands District Council


The Director of Highways was pleased that there was close co-operation between the Department and the Islands District Council in the past few years over issues such as the widening of Tung Chung Road and Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge. He looked forward to exchanging views with councilors about the work of the department.


Members gave their views and raised enquiries about the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Project, which were summarized below: 

a.
Whether the consultation of the project had been completed and when the results be publicized.
b. 
A member said that the department seemed to have focused on exploring option 7 and mentioned less about the other options. He hoped that the department would enhance its communication with all sides to eliminate the misunderstanding.
c.
A member recommended the adoption of option 2. He also regretted that the department had consulted the Tai O Rural Committee only recently, despite the first landing pointing of the bridge would fall within the area of the rural committee and the project would create further noise pollution for its residents.


The responses of the Director of Highways are summarized as follows: 
a.
The Highways Department would begin public engagement exercise at the initial stage of planning major projects. After the mode of “separate locations of boundary crossing facilities” was adopted, the department had begun the process of identification of sites and started to contact relevant district council and residents. Preliminary studies showed that the area east of the airport was a suitable location and thus more detailed consultation in that regard was conducted. The department was analyzing opinions collected and results would be publicized in the second stage of consultation. The Highways Department had to balance opinions collected from all sides and present objective and scientific information to the public for discussion. 
b.
The next stage of public forum was scheduled to be held in April of this year. The exact date(s) would depend on the results of the scientific analyses. 
c.
Public engagement had been conducted widely, which included public forums, contacts with various bodies and people, and consultation of district council. Further information would be submitted to district council once they became available. The department was aware of the preference of option 2 on the part of some residents and organizations. i.e. the option of the location at the west of the airport. However, the waters west of the airport were one of the main navigation waterways, and also the habitat of Chinese White Dolphins. Having taken into account different factors, option 7 was given more detailed considerations. Relevant information would be related to district councils and the public.  


Members then gave their views and raised enquiries on district matters, which were summarized as follows:
a.
The Chairman hoped that the Highways Department would share the work of road development and maintenance projects of the district, so as to foster the development of tourism within the district. 
b.
A member enquired about the location of the railway station at Yat Tung Estate of the future Tung Chung West Line and proposed to make use of land already available instead of reclaiming land. 
c.
Another member proposed the construction of a highway from Tai O to Tung Chung in view of the disruption caused by the torrential rain of June 7. He also said that without suitable transportation, the success of the project of revitalization of Tai O might be compromised. 
d.
A member hoped that ancillary facilities of Tung Chung Road would be improved. He would relate opinions he received from residents and drivers to the department about Tung Chung Road after its opening on 6 February this year. 
e.
A member enquired whether the Lands Department had taken up from the Highways Department the work of trimming of tree branches that blocked street lamps.
f.
A member hoped that the Tung Chung Rural Committee would be consulted with regard to the development of Tung Chung.
g.
The Chairman said that the opening of Tung Chung Road involved various departments. He believed that present arrangements would be reviewed in due course.


The Director of Highways further responded as below:
a.
There was division of work between the Highways Department and the Home Affairs Department with regard to village road improvement projects, and opinions put forward by members would be taken into consideration if they fell within his department’s jurisdiction.
b.
There was a proposal of extending the Tung Chung Line to the west side of Tung Chung in the overall railway planning of 2000. However, various factors had to be taken into consideration for the construction of railway stations, such as the implementation of the reclamation project of Tung Chung Bay, future development and growth of population, etc. The government would then study the feasibility of construction of the railway and the location of the station.
c.
The proposal of construction of a highway connecting Tai O and Tung Chung must tie in with the Lantau Concept Plan, and the proposal would be related to department(s) concerned. 
d.
The present arrangements of Tung Chung Road would be reviewed after road users would get used to using the new road. 
e. The department conducted inspections regularly to ensure tree branches would not hinder street lamps from functioning properly.
f.
The department would welcome members reflecting their views, if they should think that consultation of a certain project was inadequate.

II.
Questions on the improvement of service, fee charges and service frequency of MTR Tung Chung Line


After two members briefly introduced the contents of their questions, the representative of the Mass Transit Railway (MTR) responded to members’ enquires to supplement the written responses provided before the meeting:
a.
Trains servicing the Tung Chung Line departed at 4 and 8 minutes intervals alternately on average during rush hours in the morning, and at 8 minutes intervals during rush hours in the afternoon. According to MTR’s observation, most passengers at Tung Chung Station were able to board the first train to the city that arrived at the station in the morning rush hours.  For the afternoon rush hours, most passengers were able to board the first or second train that departed for Tung Chung. Opinions about long waiting time would be related to the Operations Department. The MTR would continue to monitor the train services and changes in quantity of passengers so as to make necessary adjustments.
b. 
The MTR had frozen the fares since 1997. After the merger of the two railway companies, long distance fares of Tung Chung Line had been lowered for 10% instantly. The company had also provided various concessionary schemes in view of market conditions and business considerations, such as “MTR fare savers”. During the period of 1 January and 31 August 2009, the elderly using Octopus would only to have to pay $2 per each MTR ride.
c. 
According to MTR’s understanding, there was a proposal of extending the Tung Chung Line in earlier government planning. However, the proposal had not been materialized. The company was also aware of the “Revised Lantau Concept Plan” published earlier. It would continue to keep an eye on the planning and development of the area. 


Members gave opinions and raised enquiries further to the above responses, which were summarized below:
a.
A member requested the installation of “MTR fare savers” in the vicinity of Tung Chung Station and shortening of waiting time for trains departing for Tung Chung during afternoon rush hours.
b. 
Another member said that passengers might be confused by the variation of train frequencies and proposed wider publicity in that regard. He also requested that the MTR should provide information about its train services to district councilors in good time. He hoped that concessionary fares for elderly would be provided on Sunday. If the MTR should install “fare savers” at piers of outlying islands, it should enhance publicity in that respect so as to improve the utilization rate.
c. 
A member proposed that free connecting bus service be provided between Yat Tung Estate and the railway station, and that monthly tickets would be made available for Tung Chung residents. He also urged the Transport Department to introduce greater competition into transport services for Tung Chung to make the MTR provide more concessions.
d.
The Vice-chairlady proposed that there should not be variation of frequencies of trains in the morning rush hours to avoid confusion. She also requested to cancel the arrangement of using TsingYi as the terminus in the afternoon rush hours, and proposed provision of monthly tickets for Tung Chung residents. She suggested that the MTR should hold discussion with the government about the extension of Tung Chung Line. The previous installation of “fare savers” at piers of outlying islands was not satisfactory because of their inconspicuous locations, and she suggested that the scheme be launched anew.
e.
The Chairman and some other members also requested the re-launch of the “fare savers” scheme and suggested that it would be made available for all outlying islands. 

The responses of representative of the MTR were summarized as follows:
a.
Various factors had to be taken into consideration in determining whether to install “fare savers”. They included if the measure would increase the number of passengers, the distance between the “fare savers” and the stations, whether there were suitable locations and market conditions, etc. The opinions given by members would be related to the company.
b.
Opinions about the frequencies of train service and concessions for the elderly would be related to the relevant departments respectively.
c.
The connecting bus service and monthly tickets provided for East Rail Line and West Rail Line were concessions provided to increase the numbers of passengers. To provide convenience for residents of Yat Tung Estate, the MTR had made interchange discounts available jointly with New Lantao Bus Company for five bus routes.
d.
The MTR would regularly review and launch various concessions in accordance with the market situation and its operation conditions.

III.
Question on exercise of power delegated to the Secretary for Home affairs by Sections 36 and 40A of Building Management Ordinance


 A member was critical of the Secretary for Home Affairs for not exercising the authority delegated under Sections 36 and 40A of Building Management Ordinance to intervene into disputes between the developers and owners. Many of these cases involved the Police, the Independent Commission Against Corruption and the Ombudsman and were serious in nature.
IV.
Question on the audited accounts of disaster relief fund-raising


Representatives of the Social Welfare Department said that organizations granted public subscription permit were required to publish the audited account of the fund-raising activities within 90 days of the period specified in the permit on at least one Chinese Language and one English Language newspaper, if funds raised was to be used at places outside Hong Kong. The requirement would be waived if the amount of money raised did not exceed $50, 000. An amount of 10% or less of money raised could be deducted as administrative costs, which would include the cost for publication on newspaper. He praised the efforts of Cheung Chau Rural Committee and said that the requirement mentioned above was laid down by the Lotteries Fund Advisory Committee with the aim of enhancing transparency and accountability of fund-raising activities.


Members said that other rural committees faced similar dilemma. They hoped that all money raised could be used solely on disaster relief and that their organizations had borne the administrative costs on the own. They all hoped that the requirement of publicizing the audited accounts on newspapers could be waived.
( Post-meeting Note: 
The Social Welfare Department reiterated that the requirement of publicizing the audited accounts on newspapers was laid down to ensured proper supervision of fund-raising activities, so that there would be transparency and accountability as requested by the general public. Such requirement had already been stated in the public subscription permit issued to relevant organizations when approval for the activities was granted. In order to cater for minor activities which raised less than $50,‍000, the requirement of publicizing the audited accounts on newspapers would be waived and the relevant organizations could instead publish their accounts on their webpage, annual reports and other forms of notices. The department believed that the requirement should not be further relaxed under present circumstances.)
V.
Question on installation of lift in public housing estates in Cheung Chau


The member who raised the enquiry was pleased to learn that Nga Ning Court in principle met the requirements for the installation of lift(s). Due to aging of population, there was a genuine need for lift to be installed in Cheung Kwai Estate. She hoped that the problem could be resolved through inter-departmental co-ordination.


Representative of the Housing Department said that the department understood the problem facing the residents of Cheung Kwai Estate. However, due to the limited resources, the order of priority and the scale of the project, the problem might not be resolved in the near future. She suggested that residents could apply for transfer to other estates if they had urgent needs.
VI.
Question on repair and maintenance of lift in public housing estates


Representative of the Housing Department said that every lift in public housing estates was inspected weekly. Annual inspection was also conducted in accordance with requirements laid down in relevant ordinance. In view of recent incidents involving lifts, the department had conducted an overall inspection of lifts in all public housing estates in Hong Kong, Islands District included. All were found to be operating normally. 
VII.
Question on ambulance service in the Islands District


Representative of the Fire Services Department briefly introduced the ambulance service in the Islands District. Performances pledges were mostly met and the aging of ambulances was not serious in the district.


Representative of the Government Flying Service expressed regret in respect of the recent drowning incident occurred in Cheung Chau. He went on to introduce the services provided by the department and explained the limitation of their services. Performances pledges were mostly met despite of adverse weather conditions and limitation of geographical features experienced in some cases. 



The Chairman expressed appreciation for the services provided by the above departments and hoped that facilities in Cheung Chau Hospital could be improved to prevent similar incident previously occurred on Cheung Chau from happening again. ospital could be improveds 

VIII.   Covered platform outside House No. 25 Sok Kwu Wan Main Street, Lamma Island



Background of the incident was briefly introduced. The Chairman concluded the discussion by stating that the Council supported the government in dealing with the case in a reasonable manner under the principle of boosting local economy and the tourism of Lamma Island.

IX.
Public Housing Development at Tung Chung area 56- Revised Proposal



Members unanimously objected the proposal. The lack of job opportunities, inconvenient transport and expensive transport costs were cited as reasons. The relatively high vacancy rate in Yat Tung Estate was given as an example. Other members worried that air pollution might be worsened.


The Chairman concluded that the Council objected the proposal and requested the Housing Department to consider the opinions expressed by members.
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