(Gist Translation)

Summary of Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council

Date

: 
24 May 2010 (Monday)

Time
: 
10:30 a.m.

Venue

: 
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 14/F., Harbour Building, 


38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

I.
Package of Proposals for the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012


The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs briefed the meeting of the contents of the proposals.  


A member said that the “Decision on Issues Relating to the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and for Forming the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in 2012 and on Issues Relating to Universal Suffrage” (“the NPSCS decision”) adopted by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (“NPSCS”) in 2007 had set the timetable for universal suffrage in Hong Kong. He supported the package of proposals because it was progressive and feasible. 


The Vice-chairlady said that the Islands District Council had expressed its support for the package of proposals in its December meeting of the previous year, and that many local groups had also expressed their support for the proposals before the meeting. She hoped that the society would stop arguing and let the political system progress healthily. She also suggested that the government should use the language of the masses to explain the proposals. She opined that the issue of selecting the Chief Executive (“CE”) and forming the Legislative Council (“Legco”) in 2012 should be dealt with first, and then the issue of selecting the Chief Executive in 2017 and that of forming the Legislative Council in 2020 afterwards. 


A member said that the package of proposals met the requirements of the Basic Law and the spirit of democratic development and would help achieve the goal of implementing universal suffrage for the CE and the Legco in 2012. She agreed that the Election Committee for Selecting the Chief Executive should be broadly representative and its members should be raised to 1200, and that the nomination threshold should be 150. She also said that the five newly increased Legco seats should be elected only by elected members of district councils. She supported the package of proposals so that the political system could progress. 


Another member supported the package of proposals. As an appointed member, he did not understand why they were excluded from participating in the Election Committee. However, he still supported the package of proposals so that the political system could progress.


A member criticized that the functional constituencies of the Legco were “small-circle” election. She said that the functional constituencies should be abolished. Legislators of functional constituencies only represented the interests of the sector, not those of all Hong Kong people. She queried that the package of proposals had no mention of abolishing functional constituencies, nor did it mention dealing with the District Council appointment system. She cited the examples of Discovery Bay to criticize representatives of functional constituencies in causing monopoly and hindering fairness and justice. 


The responses of the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs were summarized as below:

a.
The increase in the number of Legco seats would provide more opportunities for the younger generation to take part in politics. 
b.
The government would publicize the 2012 package of proposals more widely so that the general public would have a better grasp of its contents. 
c.
As the Election Committee for Selecting the Chief Executive would be raised to 1200 members, the nomination threshold should also be increased to 150. Some pan-democrats worried that they would not be able to secure the threshold of 150.  The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs cited the 2007 election for CE to explain that pan-democrats were more likely to be able to reach the threshold as they would gain more seats in various sectors. 

d.
He thanked the appointed members for their support and concern of public affairs. Hong Kong began to have election for Legco in 1985 and if we implemented universal suffrage for the CE in 2017, the process took about 35 years. Some would think it was a relatively long time, but the government believed it was appropriate and practical. If universal suffrage for the CE was implemented in 2017, then the CE elected through universal suffrage would then lead Hong Kong to handle the issue of Legco election in 2020. 
e.
It was stipulated in “the NPSCS decision” that half-half ratio between members returned by functional constituencies and members returned by geographical constituencies through direct election should remain unchanged. The government proposed that the five newly added functional constituencies Legco seats be returned by elected members of district councils by means of proportional representation. By then about 60% of Legco seats would be returned directly or indirectly through geographical direct election. This proposal was based on the 3.3 million registered voters and was a practical solution with substantial democratic elements. 
f.
As for not mentioning the abolishment of functional constituencies in the package of proposals, the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs explained that there had yet been a consensus on the issue. Even if the proposal were submitted, it would not be adopted by the Legco. 

g.
At present two steps could be taken towards the goal of universal suffrage. The first was to adopt the Package of Proposals for the methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012. The second was to try to implement universal suffrage for the CE in 2017.


A member said that it was mentioned in the package of proposals that more than 60% of people surveyed supported the abolishment of the District Council appointment system. However, the government only expressed its concern but did not say how it would be handled. She said that the system did not reflect public opinion and lack transparency. She requested the government to consider the proposal of abolishing the system.  


A member said that the timetable for the development of Hong Kong’s political system had been established and the package of proposal was a progressive initiative. He therefore supported the proposal.


The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs further responded as follows:
a.
He did not agree with the opinion that there was a lack of system in appointing district council members. The appointment of 102 members took place every four years in accordance with the District Councils Ordinance and the government would select talents via various channels. 

b.
There were two lines among the pan-democrats at present. One was the proposal of “resignation in five geographical constituencies” and the other was dialogue. Mr Qiao Xiaoyang, the Deputy Secretary-General of the “NPSCS” had stated that the universal suffrage timetable had legal status and was beyond doubt. The door of universal suffrage was now open and could be implemented as soon as the “five constitutional steps” were completed.  He hoped that parties concerned would seize the opportunities and adopted the package of proposals. 

c.
The government adopted an open and constructive attitude towards abolishing the District Council appointment system. If the Legco would adopt the package of proposal, the government would as soon as possible put forward the related legislative proposals so that public discussion in that respect could begin. One survey suggested that more than 60% of people supported the abolishment of the District Council appointment system. Other surveys, on the other hand, showed that more than 60% of people hoped that the Legco would adopt the package of proposals.

d.
He agreed with the view that much time and efforts were spent by top officials in dealing with Legco debates and lobbying, and that the government would do better if it was allowed to focus on substantial policy matters. 


A member enquired about the government’s take on the view that functional constituencies were in line with universal suffrage. She said that among the 102 appointed members of district councils, none was a pan-democrat. She could not believe that the political reform was an opportunity, but rather a trap. She also raised the point that there were 27 ex-officio members in various district councils of the New Territories. They were chairmen of the rural committees who already had the channel of Heung Yee Kuk to air their opinions. She cited Discovery Bay and Lamma Island as an example to make the point that the ratio of population and district council members was out of proportion. 


Members disagreed with the opinion that ex-officio members did not represent public opinion. The chairmen of rural committees and village representatives were elected through the one-man-one-vote system, which was also established through legislation. 



An elected member who had been an appointed member said that all members, regardless of being elected, appointed or ex-officio members, could all represent public opinion. They became members of district councils through different systems and these systems were reasonable and had legal status. 



The Chairman said that ex-officio members were there for a reason. The system of indigenous residents was maintained to conserve tradition. The central government kept the system in place in accordance with the “One country, two systems” principle.  



The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs responded to views expressed above as follows:

a.
It was common that there were opposing views in legislatures of democracies. He hoped that members would be tolerant and allowed freedom of expression. At present, functional constituencies did not conform with the universal and equal principles as laid down in the Basic Law. When universal suffrage was to be implemented, the composition of the Legco had to conform with the universal and equal principles. Discussions had to be conducted and the way forward had to be studied in the ten years to come so that the above principles could be realized. At this stage when discussions had not been fully conducted and the “five constitutional steps” had not been completed, the government could not bypass the necessary constitutional and legislative procedures to abolish the functional constituencies. 

b.
In conserving the systems of village representatives, Heung Yee Kuk and ex-officio members, the government was paying due regard to history and the social order in Hong Kong. The election of village representatives had been adjusted so that non-indigenous residents could also take part. Examples in other countries were cited to illustrate the point.     

c.
He could not agree that the package of proposals was a trap. All declarations China made internationally were implemented, including those made in the Sino-British Joint Declaration and the Basic Law. The timetable for universal suffrage had been set in 2007 and the government would implement universal suffrage as laid down in the Basic Law.

d.
The government gave much weight to the ideas of the pan-democrats. For example, two pan-democrats had recently been invited to join the Airport Authority and the Equal Opportunities Commission respectively.  

I(a).
Motion on Package of Proposals for the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012


After voting, the Islands District Council adopted the following motion:


“The Islands District Council supports the ‘Package of Proposals for the Methods for Selecting the Chief Executive and for Forming the Legislative Council in 2012’ put forward by the government. The package of proposals enhances democratic elements in the two elections and as the package of proposals has gained support of the general public, this council urges members of various parties and sectors in the Legislative Council to vote in favour of the package of proposals, so that the political system can progress and preparations can be made for the implementation of universal suffrage in 2017 and 2020.” (Translation”)
Islands District Council Secretariat
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