(Gist Translation)

Summary of Minutes of Meeting of Islands District Council

Date
:
22 August 2011 (Monday)

Time
:
2:00 p.m.

Venue
:
Conference Room, Islands District Council, 
14/F., Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong.

I.
Visit of the Commissioner of Police to Islands DC


The Acting Commissioner of Police expressed his gratitude to the Islands District Council (IDC) for its support of the police work in the district. He briefed the meeting of the law and order situation in the first seven months and the focus of the police work in the current year. 


A member said that both the police and the teaching profession faced substantial pressure in handling youth problems. He was appreciative of the work of the police in handling youth problems and combating crimes in the district. He was supportive of the work of the police force and hoped that the police would continue to maintain good relationship with the schools and parents in the district. 


A member was appreciative of the strategy of the police in co-operating with the local community. The police’s close liaison with local organizations and social welfare agencies, and its assignment of an officer responsible for a local area had made district work much smoother. As a result of the police’s efforts, the youth problem in Yat Tung Estate had improved significantly. 


Another member cited the quick detection of a serious crime on Lamma Island to express his appreciation of the work of the police. The strategy of the police on the island had been very successful in maintaining a very low crime rate. 


A member was critical of the manner a major event was handled recently. She said that excessive police manpower and resources had been used and inconvenience had been caused to the public. She said that the image of Hong Kong would be damaged.


A member was appreciative of the work of the police in the district and he was supportive of the Commissioner of Police. He said that law and order had to be maintained and a suitable amount of force should be used when necessary. 


Another member cited her personal experience to illustrate that she was greatly inconvenienced by the re-routing arrangements of the police in a recent event. She proposed that notices should be posted to remind members of the public of re-routing arrangements, and that a balance should be maintained between protecting Very Important Persons (VIPs) and causing inconvenience to the public. She further said that nuisance had been caused to an office of a Legislative Council member in Yat Tung Estate and she urged the police to take note of the matter. 


The Vice-chairlady said that both security and image were important to Hong Kong. She cited examples to express her appreciation of the work of the Marine Port District and Lantau District of the police.  



Another member said that some domestic violence originated from verbal arguments, and the party who sought assistance from the police might feel regretful if his or her spouse was arrested. He understood the difficulty of the police in handling these cases and he proposed a “softer” approach to allow the Social Welfare Department (SWD) to follow up first, before the decision of prosecution was made. 


The Acting Commissioner of Police responded as follows: 

a.
As law enforcer, the police had to abide by the law even in domestic violence cases. Evidence would be presented to the Department of Justice which would determine whether prosecution should be made. Some cases would be handled in the “binding over to keep the peace” mode if the person(s) concerned desired not to pursue further. The police had been in long term co-operation with SWD to carry out the strategy of tackling family crises and providing support at an early stage. The police would take into consideration of the member’s opinion of allowing flexibility in handling such cases. 
b.
The police was responsible for the personal safety of visiting heads of states or VIPs and security measures would be taken based on risk assessment conducted. The police understood that some inconveniences would be caused to the public and it would endeavour to minimize such inconveniences. The principles and considerations of security measures taken in the recent visit of a state leader were similar to those adopted in the visits of Mrs. Clinton, the US Secretary of State and Mr. Medvedev, the Russian President. However, as places of visits and routes taken differed in each case and comparison would be difficult. He hoped that the public would be kind and considerate to allow for the inconvenience caused. Review would be conducted after each major event and the police would study ways to improve.  
c.
He was appreciative of the support of the members and he said that the participation of the community was very important to the work of the police force. 
d.
The police had consistently endeavoured to improve its internal efficiency so as to make the best of its available resources. One of the strategies adopted was to step up intelligence work, so that better deployment of resources could be achieved.  
e.
He once again expressed his appreciation to the IDC for its support and the opinions given by the members. 
II. 
Visit of the Director of Civil Engineering & Development to Islands DC



The Director of Civil Engineering & Development briefed the meeting of the organization and services of the Department, and its major projects and their progress in the Islands District. 


Members gave their opinions as below: 
a.
A member was appreciative of the Department’s work in Tai O. He enquired whether the design and preparatory work of the second and third phases of Improvement Works for Tai O Facelift could be expedited. He requested that the respective timetables for the Improvement Works for Tai O Facelift and Improvement Works for Mui Wo Facelift be provided. He said that an on-going project of the Department in Tai O had affected the water supply of a spring which had historic value. In respect of the development of Central Piers no. 4, 5 and 6, sustainability of the project should be commercial and he hoped that the Department would consult commercial enterprises for their opinions. 
b.
A member said that according to the information of “Planning and Engineering Study on the Remaining Development of Tung Chung” provided by the Department, the scale of reclamation would be large, and part of the reclaimed land was to be used for theme park. As the financial benefits of the existing Hong Kong Disneyland were not satisfactory, most Tung Chung residents opined that there was no need for another theme park. She was concerned about the combined effects of reclamations of the “Planning and Engineering Study on the Remaining Development of Tung Chung”, “Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge” and the construction of the third runway of the Hong Kong International Airport. She hoped that the authorities would re-consider whether it was necessary to increase the population of Tung Chung to 220 000 from its existing 110 000. She was also skeptical about whether large scale reclamation should be conducted so as to provide land for aquatic activities and construction of a waterfront promenade. She said that it was unreasonable if indeed reclamation was conducted for the purpose of handling demolition materials as said by the Director. She further pointed out that the reclaimed land would be far away from Tung Chung MTR Station and would be inconvenient for future residents.  
c.
A member said that the development of Tung Chung was imbalanced and slow. The study for future development would start at the end of the current year and would be completed in 2014. He estimated that new housing estates and facilities would be in place earliest in 2020. Many schools might have been closed by then, as they were already facing the problem of inadequate number of incoming students at present. He reiterated that reclamation was quite infeasible and he thus urged the Government not to waste resources for the purpose. There was much land on Lantau that could be used for development and thus there was no need of reclamation. He proposed making good use of existing land to expedite the development of Tung Chung to alleviate the imbalances in the community being experienced. 
d.
A member said that consultation of Improvement Works for Mui Wo Facelift had started in 2005 and yet there was still no timetable for work to begin. He hoped that work could begin as soon as possible. 
e.
A member hoped that the Department would expedite the Improvement Works for Tai O Facelift, in particular the project of tidal barrier.
f.
A member hoped that the project for the construction of bicycle parking area at Yung Shue Wan Pier on Lamma Island could begin earlier, as environmental assessment had already found out that impact on the ecology was limited. 
g.
A member enquired whether the construction of a cycle track from Tung Chung to Sunny Bay would be included in the “Planning and Engineering Study on the Remaining Development of Tung Chung”. 
h.
The Vice-chairlady was critical of slow implementation of the Improvement Works for Mui Wo Facelift. She said that the development of Central Piers no. 4, 5 and 6 should tie in with the development of the entire Central Harbour Front.  Besides, the feasibility study of the Remaining Development of Tung Chung should not focus on the reclamation option and study for use of land elsewhere on Lantau should be conducted. The existing transportation facilities of Tung Chung were not satisfactory and she hoped that future developments of the area would be considered from the perspective of linking various infrastructures. She was critical of the lack of continuous development of new towns. 


The Director of Civil Engineering & Development responded as follows:
a.
Phase one of the Improvement Works for Tai O Facelift was in progress and the preparatory work of the second phase was being conducted, including design and work study. 
b.
Ground investigation work of phase one of the Improvement Works for Mui Wo Facelift had been completed. Design was in progress and was expected to be completed at the end of the current year. In response to residents’ requests, the Department was studying the feasibility of advancing the two items of “improvement to north waterfront promenade” and “the enhancement works of the Silvermine Cave” to phase one of the project. The local community would be consulted after design was completed. 
c.
The project of bicycle parking area on Lamma Island would be gazetted at the end of the current year. If there were objections, they would be handled in accordance with established procedures and then work would begin as soon as possible. 
d.
The development of Central Piers no. 4, 5 and 6 would aim at sustainability in terms of work project and commercial viability. After the completion of the reclamation from Central to Wanchai, a 6-kilometre long waterfront promenade would become available for the public. At the current stage, commercial elements would be added into the Central Piers no. 4, 5 and 6 development plans to enhance non-fare box revenues of ferry service operators. In the long run, large scale expansion of Central Harbour Front could begin only after the completion of the Central to Wanchai Bypass project. 
e.
He clarified that reclamation was not conducted solely for the purpose of handling demolition materials, although it was more practical to use the materials for reclamation at suitable sites within the territory than to ship them outside Hong Kong. The area of reclamation shown on the papers provided by the Department was only conceptual and subject to the results of consultation study, public consultation, environmental impact study and work study. Future study of development would include the hinterland of Lantau but not land already delineated as country parks. Resumption of private land would necessarily face various difficulties. There had yet been any decision on reclamation in Tung Chung and public consultation would be conducted. 
f.
Both issues of the spring in Tai O and the cycle track in Tung Chung would be studied. 
III.
Question on provision of Lantau circular road



The Chairman said that the Transport and Housing Bureau and the Development Bureau could not send representatives to attend the meeting, but written replies had been provided. 


The representative of the Transport Department said that the Commissioner for Transport had responded to the enquiry at the District Council meeting held on 20 June of this year. In the Revised Concept Plan for Lantau published in 2007, construction of Lantau circular road had not been included. The document pointed out that the connection of traffic between north and south Lantau was restricted by the geographical features and environment of the island. The beautiful scenery, ecological environment and cultural heritage of the island would require a balance of planning and conservation. To tie in with the above planning direction, Tung Chung Road was the route connecting north and south Lantau, whereas South Lantau Road was the major coastal link connecting east and west Lantau. Both Tung Chung Road and South Lantau Road were closed roads. According to the Revised Concept Plan for Lantau, the development of Lantau was based on conservation. The Transport Department would design roads based on the closed roads, and construction would be taken up by the Highways Department, to tie in with relevant developments. If the community should desire alternative development plans for Lantau, the Planning Department, the Highways Department and the Transport Department would act correspondingly. 


A member said that he raised the enquiry to be discussed at the meeting because the matter involved policy-making, and therefore relevant policy bureaux were invited to attend. The provision of circular road was not solely an economic matter. The 2008 torrential rain had isolated Tai O from the outside world and the same could happen again. He said that policies had to be forward-looking. If the number of tourists visiting Tai O should increase, the consequences of a natural disaster would be greater. He regretted that relevant policy bureaux did not send representatives to the meeting, and he requested the representative of the Transport Department to relate his opinions to the bureaux. 


The representative of the Transport Department said that member’s opinions would be related to relevant policy bureaux. 
IV.
Question on Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme



The representative of SWD said that the legislation of minimum wage was to prevent excessive low wages, so as to protect the interests of employees.  The Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme, on the other hand, was to provide assistance to the needy so that they could meet basic needs in life. There was a “Disregarded Earnings” (DE) arrangement in the CSSA Scheme to encourage recipients to find jobs and remain in employment. Under this arrangement, a portion of the CSSA recipient's monthly earnings from employment would not be deducted from his CSSA entitlement.  The current maximum level of the monthly DE was $2,500. She gave the example of a four-person family to illustrate that under the “DE” arrangement, recipients continued to remain in employment would receive a greater amount of assistance, and they might one day no longer need CSSA. Thus the authorities had to be prudent on whether to raise the upper limit of “DE”, and at the same time monitor the situation after the implementation of minimum wage. The Government would conduct review as and when necessary. 


Another representative of SWD said that the calculations of basic needs were different in the scheme of minimum wage and the CSSA Scheme, and they were not related. The Government would conduct regular reviews and CSSA would be adjusted according to prevailing inflation. The Secretary for Labour and Welfare had said recently that if inflation continued to worsen or increase, the authorities did not exclude the possibility of conducting a review on the standard rate of CSSA in the middle of the year. The SWD held the view that the existing “DE” arrangement was effective in encouraging able-bodied CSSA recipients to re-join the labour market. The Department currently had no plan to raise the upper limit of “DE” but would conduct review in response to prevailing inflation.


The representative of SWD explained in detail the calculation of the standard rate of CSSA and said that as each family would have its unique situation and thus the amount of assistance they received might vary.  


Another representative of SWD clarified that the Department had not directed its frontline staff to discourage people from applying for CSSA. Quite the contrary, she said, those who had genuine need should do so to avoid being mired in greater difficulties. For those who had ability to work, the Department would encourage them to achieve self-reliance through the “DE” arrangement. 
V.
Question on the construction of bicycle parking area at Cheung Chau Pier


The representative of the Transport Department said that Works Request Form had been issued to the Highways Department to begin works on the two existing bicycle parking areas on Cheung Chau. When work was completed in mid 2012, the number of parking spaces at San Hing Praya Street would increase from 40 to 50, and the one at Tai Hing Tai Road outside Cheung Cheung Municipal Services Building would increase from 80 to 100. He pointed out that effective management was important.  


A member said that the effects of the project to increase the number of bicycle parking spaces were limited. He had proposed the construction of a bicycle parking area near Cheung Chau Pier by reclamation. 


The Assistant District Officer/Islands (ADO/Islands) said that the issue of management of bicycles on Cheung Chau had been discussed at meetings of a working group under the District Management Committee. The District Office hoped that individual departments concerned would conduct clearance actions under relevant legislations if they had available resources. When necessary, the District Office would co-ordinate joint actions of relevant departments. The sea to the west of Cheung Chau had been included in the area of typhoon shelter and approval had to be obtained from the Town Planning Board if reclamation was to be conducted. Reclamation was technically more demanding and was outside the capability of the Works Section of the District Office. The District Office had liaised with other works department to seek assistance but positive reply had yet been received. 


A member hoped that the proposal of construction of bicycle parking area could be implemented the earliest possible, so as to avoid any mishap. He had provided information to the District Office to propose the construction of a platform at a suggested location. He hoped that his proposal would be taken into consideration. He conveyed the police’s concern that if remedial measures were not taken before law enforcement actions were conducted, there would be unfavourable responses from the local community.
VI.
Question on provision of community hall in Cheung Chau



The ADO/Islands said that the Government would take various factors into account in the planning of new community halls, including the population of the district, local characteristics and expectations of the local community, the location, whether community centre or similar facilities already existed in the vicinity and their utilization rate, and whether there were other venues for community activities in the area, etc. There were two community halls in the Islands District at present, located in Tung Chung and Discovery Bay respectively. In 2010, the average usage rate of the above two community halls was around 41%. The District Office understood the demands of the Cheung Chau community and it would closely monitor the usage of community halls and similar facilities in the district, and would conduct review as and when necessary about the need of provision of new community halls.  


A member said that while he agreed that social resources should be suitably deployed, it was not practical to ask residents of Cheung Chau to travel to Tung Chung or Discovery Bay to use the facilities there. He cited the usage rate of recreational facilities in Cheung Chau and the example of the construction of the second public housing estate on Cheung Chau to illustrate the great demand for community hall on the island. He hoped that the authorities would be flexible and pro-actively consider the proposal to establish a community hall on Cheung Chau.  
VII. 
Question on installation of lift for Peng Chau Clinic


The representative of the Hospital Authority said that since the Authority took over the general out-patient clinic in 2003, various options had been studied with many parties concerned about the accessibility of Peng Chau Clinic. The Legislative Council held a case conference recently to explore the possibility of installing lift for the clinic. Various options were discussed at the meeting, including swapping the existing clinic with the Peng Chau police post located at Peng Chau Government Offices (PCGO). The Hospital Authority and the police would further study the proposals and results of assessment would be presented to relevant policy bureaux for consideration. He learnt that the District Office had arranged an on-site visit for the Hospital Authority and relevant departments on September 9. He further said that the time needed for swapping of facilities would be similar to that of installation of lift, and thus he hoped that the Hospital Authority would be allowed time to follow up and conduct assessment. 


A member said that while the swapping option was acceptable, the PCGO were already fifty years old, and would pose problems of maintenance and shortage of space. He proposed the construction of a new building on the newly reclaimed land. 


A member was dissatisfied that the issue had yet been settled despite the fact that Peng Chau Rural Committee had raised the proposal as early as 2008. He concurred with the proposal of building a new clinic on the newly reclaimed land. 



Another representative of the Hospital Authority clarified that the Authority did not propose moving the clinic to Peng Chau Market at the recent Legislative Council case conference. He reiterated that Peng Chau Market was not a suitable location for the clinic. At the meeting, some members had proposed to relocate the post office located at the PCGO to the Peng Chau Market building and the District Office thus undertook to consult the Post Office. As for the proposal of building a clinic on the newly reclaimed land, he said that all reclaimed land had been allocated to various usages and no more land was available. He said that the Hospital Authority would endeavour to improve its facilities, but the installation of lift would necessarily involve many government departments and the issue of safety was at stake. The Hospital Authority could not act alone. 



A member said that the swapping option was the most feasible and simplest solution and he hoped that the Hospital Authority would adopt the simplest solution for the benefits of the residents. 


The Vice-chairlady said that according to the responses of the Hospital Authority, there had yet been a consensus among the government departments. She hoped the District Office would co-ordinate so as to arrive at a solution the earliest possible. 



The ADO/Islands said that at a Legislative Council case conference held on 8 August of this year, the proposal of moving the clinic was discussed. Members proposed at the meeting to vacate the ground level of the market, or the existing post office and the police post on Peng Chau, so that the clinic could move in. As such, the District Office proceeded to gather opinions from relevant departments and Peng Chau market stall operators through the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD), and an on-site visit on 9 September had been arranged. The feasibility of the proposal would then be explored and stakeholders would then be informed of the progress.  


A member said that relevant departments had conducted an on-site visit to explore the feasibility of installing lift. It was concluded that it should not be problematic but funding had to be sought from the Food and Health Bureau. 
VIII. 
Question on “Visiting Scheme to Outlying Islands”


The representative of the Transport Department said that the Department was discussing details of the scheme with relevant departments and hoped that the plan could be implemented within this year. The aim of the scheme was to increase the number of passengers, to bring more visitors to the islands, to promote economic activities and to provide a lower transportation cost for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local groups to organize activities in the Islands District, so as to achieve a win-win-win situation. References would be made to the 2008 scheme. As to a member’s proposal of subsidizing only part of the ferry fare, he worried that the objectives of the scheme might not be achieved. 


A member clarified that his proposal was to ask participants to pay 10-20% of the ferry fare while the scheme would subsidize the rest, and this would bring more people to the Islands District. He opined that total waive of ferry fare would not achieve the best effects. He further suggested that travel agencies could be engaged to organize the activities. 


The representative of the Transport Department said that the target of the scheme was mainly NGOs and local groups which had only limited manpower. Thus in formulating concrete arrangements, the Department had to take into consideration whether the subsidized bodies had adequate manpower to meet the requirements. Furthermore, as public funds were used, the Department would not involve commercial enterprises such as travel agencies in the scheme. 
IX. 
Question on improvement work of the gateway of Cheung Chau Pier


The representative of the Transport Department said that the gateway area did not belong to the facilities of the pier, and thus did not fall within the jurisdiction of the Department. 


The representative of the Architectural Services Department (ASD) was notified of the water seepage and drainage problem of the cover of the walkway last year. Although it was not yet clear which department should be responsible for the area, upon referral by the Transport Department, the ASD had conducted minor emergency repair. As further improvement works would cost about $4.5 to 5 million, the responsible department had to be determined so that funding application could proceed. The ASD could provide feasibility report and details of works.


The ADO/Islands said that the District Office would continue to liaise with various departments to try to determine the jurisdiction of the gateway, so as to seek funds for implementing improvement works. 



A member said that the covers outside the three piers of Cheung Chau, Mui Wo and Peng Chau were all illegal structures and he opined that they were the responsibility of the Lands Department. 
X. 
Question on holiday fares of the monthly tickets of First Ferry 
Question on interchange discount with Outlying Islands Ferries and holiday return ticket concessions of First Ferry


The representative of the Transport Department said that beginning from 16 July 2011, the MTR would provide $1.5 fare concession per trip for passengers using adult Octopus taking ferries from Sok Kwu Wan, Yung Shue Wan, Peng Chau, Cheung Chau, or Mui Wo to Central and then transferred onto MTR trains. The concession would last six months up to 15 January 2012. 



The representative of the First Ferry said that the arrangements of the company’s monthly tickets and holiday return tickets had remained unchanged since its implementation in 2000. She went on to give a comparison of the targets, concession patterns and charges of monthly tickets and holiday return tickets. She said that although monthly ticket holders using monthly tickets to take high speed ferries on holidays would have to pay the differences in terms of holiday fares, the actual amount of money they paid was still lower. Apart from that, monthly ticket holders could enjoy concessionary fare taking ferries on a monthly basis. Thus the original intention of monthly tickets was still there. As concessions and restrictions of each type of tickets varied, passengers should make choices in accordance with their own needs. 


A member said that monthly ticket holders had to pay a fixed amount but might not be able to make the most use of the ticket, thus it was hoped that concessions would be provided in computing the differences of fares. 


A member said that if monthly ticket holders did not take ferry on a daily basis, then the amount of fare might be higher than that of single trip tickets. If, as suggested by the staff of the First Ferry, that holiday return tickets be used on holidays, then the purpose of monthly tickets would be lost. He also said that Octopus processors were often out of order and he was concerned that the number of passengers of First Ferry seemed to have decreased since the fare was increased.  


The representative of the First Ferry said that the company would need time to study the opinions put forward by members and to conduct discussions with the Transport Department. The MTR had pledged that Octopus processors would be repaired within the same day of receiving the report of malfunction. She clarified that the number of passengers of First Ferry had not decreased. 
XI. 
Question on consultation paper on arrangements for filling vacancies in the legislative Council


The Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau (CMAB) could not send a representative to attend the meeting and had provided a written reply. 


A member was not satisfied with the CMAB in its failing to send a representative to attend the meeting. She said that consultation was territory-wide but the bureau was very irresponsible in not sending a representative. She expressed her regret in the matter and requested that another written reply be provided to her enquiry.  


The ADO/Islands said that the member’s opinions would be related to the CMAB.
XII. 
Question on fare concessions of MTR and Discovery Bay Ferry


The representative of the MTR said that the company had all along, in accordance with the market situation, provided concessions and various concession schemes for different lines and passenger groups, so as to encourage people taking their trains. In 2011, the total amount of concessions offered was $1.7 billion. However, MTR was a commercial enterprise and thus decisions made very much depended on the prevailing market conditions and commercial considerations. Residents of Discovery Bay and Ma Wan were already enjoying some concessions provided by MTR. The company had taken note of the proposal put forward by members of providing concessions for ferry passengers from the two areas who then went on to take MTR trains. The company would review the effects of the concession scheme being offered to five other outlying islands ferry routes. On the whole, the MTR would time and again provide various concession schemes in responses to prevailing market conditions. 


The representative of the Transport Department said that the Department had all along followed up on the progress of the pilot scheme in provision of concessions during non-peak hours with the Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited. It was to his understanding that the company had exchanged views with members of the Discovery Bay City Owners’ Committee who put forward the proposal, but there had yet been decisions on the definition of non-peak hours and what groups of passengers should enjoy the concessions. He learnt that the company was studying the data of ferry and bus passengers in order to determine the details of the scheme. The study would conclude at the end of the summer holidays. If it was found to be financially viable, the company hoped that the scheme would be rolled out at the end of the year. The Transport Department would follow up the matter with Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited.


A member said that the MTR was not answering her enquiry. The concessions mentioned in its response were concessions for all Hong Kong people, and that her enquiry was why the concessions could not be provided to residents of Discovery Bay and Ma Wan. She expressed her utmost regret. She said that the response of the MTR was not reasonable and she requested a written reply from the company. On the other hand, she was surprised about the response of the Transport Department because she had never heard of any meeting or exchange of views between the Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited and the Discovery Bay City Owners’ Committee, although she herself was a member of the latter. She further queried some financial information provided by the Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited, and urged the Transport Department to be more stringent in auditing its accounts and in publicizing information. 


The representative of the MTR said that some of the concessions provided by MTR were indeed open to all Hong Kong people, but some concessions were provided for specified passenger groups, such as those provided for the five outlying islands ferry routes. The company would take into consideration proposals put forward by members in accordance with market situations. 


The representative of the Transport Department said that matters related to the pilot scheme of concessions during non-peak hours would be discussed at the meeting of the passengers’ liaison group to be held in September. The annual report mentioned by the member was published only in the previous month and the Transport Department did not have any response at the present stage. However, should government auditors discover any problems, the Department would follow up. The Discovery Bay Transportation Services Limited had published more information in the most recent fare increase and he believed that through better co-operation between relevant parties, the relationship between the company and the local community would improve. 


A member was not satisfied with the definition of special passenger group on the part of MTR. She once again expressed her regret that residents of Discovery Bay and Ma Wan were prejudiced against. 
XIII. 
Matters related to the personal safety of public officer


The representative of the Hong Kong Police Force said that as the case was under investigation, details could not be made public to safeguard the interests of those involved. She gave an account of the case and steps taken by the police and she denied that the police had been “dragging” in the case. Legal advice was being sought from the Department of Justice and parties would be informed once a final decision had become available.


The ADO/Islands said that the District Office was aware of the matter mentioned in the paper. However, as it might involve a police case, the District Office did not have a proper role to play at the time. The District Office believed that relevant law enforcement department(s) would deal with the matter in a professional and suitable manner.
XIV. 
Question on appointment arrangement of Tung Chung General Out-patient Clinic
Question on improving the quality of medical services of Tung Chung



A representative of the Hospital Authority said that Phase I construction of North Lantau Hospital progressed well and was expected to be completed as scheduled at the end of 2012.  The Hospital Authority believed that it was beneficial to move the Tung Chung General Out-patient Clinic to the future hospital and would actively consider the proposal. It was to his understanding that the Food and Health Bureau would consider establishing a public Chinese medicine clinic in Tung Chung, subject to the availability of a suitable site. 


Another representative of the Hospital Authority said that in 2010, only 8% of those who had made appointment with the Tung Chung General Out-patient Clinic did not turn up as scheduled. The Hospital Authority had all along monitored the demand for the out-patient service of the Tung Chung Clinic, and would make adjustments if and when necessary. The existing telephone appointment system had been simplified, and only the input of year of birth and ID card number was required. To reserve some quota for patients who turn up in person would be reverting to the old system, and the Hospital Authority did not think it was in the best interests of patients. The establishment of appointment through internet might not be fair to the underprivileged and thus the Hospital Authority at present would not consider the proposal. However, members’ opinions would be related to the authorities. 


A member disagreed that booking through internet would be disadvantaging against the underprivileged as family members could assist those who were not conversant with the internet. The internet would allow users to know and book the time slots available and would improve the system. 


The Vice-chairlady agreed with the proposal of making appointment through internet. She said that it was time to study the establishment of a Chinese medicine clinic in Tung Chung, and not till the completion of the construction of North Lantau Hospital.  


A member said that she had personally tendered the proposal of establishing a Chinese medicine clinic in Tung Chung to the authorities as early as January of this year. She said that there was a genuine need for the clinic and she hoped that concrete planning would be conducted. 

XV. 
Question on safety of the MTR Tung Chung Line



The representative of the MTR said that safety was the foremost concern in the operation of the train system. The MTR had adopted a mechanism so that if irregularities were detected, the train would have to slow down or stop. Examination would then be conducted to ensure normality of the system before operation was to be resumed. Under such circumstances, delay might be caused but safety always came first. The railway system was very complex and sometimes incidents were unavoidable. However, Hong Kong compared favourably with most American and European cities in terms of train safety and reliability. The MTR had always endeavoured to improve its services so as to minimize inconvenience caused to the public. Every incident would be dealt with in a serious manner. He then gave an account of the three incidents occurred along the Tung Chung Line between 14 and 24 July and the follow-up actions taken. The company understood the public’s concern of the incidents and it had all along deployed additional resources in repair and maintenance and renewing equipment. The company had an established mechanism to handle emergencies and a 60-member team had been set up at the beginning of this year to deal with passenger flow in case of emergencies.


The representative of the MTR went to explain that the covered escalator location in Tung Chung Station would be used for installing escalator in future development. At the present, although there were more passengers in the station during peak hours, existing facilities were still adequate. MTR would monitor the situation to ensure that facilities provided were adequate to meet demands. 


A member said that between 6pm and 7pm, the MTR Tung Chung Line station in Central would be very crowded because trains operated approximately at an 8-minute interval. Passengers alighting often bumped into those boarding the trains. The same did not occur on the Tsuen Wan Line because it had more trains in operation. She requested the MTR to increase the frequencies of Tung Chung Line service.  


The Vice-chairlady reiterated that passengers were still very concerned about the safety of MTR trains and she hoped that improvements would be made. 
XVI. 
Question on building public housing at Tung Chung Area 56


A member said that at a meeting of the Owners’ Committee (OC) of Caribbean Coast held recently, residents unanimously objected to the construction of public housing estate on Area 56. There were also proposal of putting the land on auction or including it in the “List of Sites for Sale by Application” (Application List). She hoped that the Housing Department and the Planning Department would respond to the request of residents.


The representative of the Housing Department said that the Department had the responsibility of constructing public housing to fulfill the pledge of keeping the waiting time for public housing to three years. The Department had all along been looking for land suitable for public housing development in various districts. The land on Area 56 had been leveled and work could begin as soon as possible to achieve the aim of completion of construction by 2016. 


The representative of the Planning Department said that prior to the OC meeting, the Department had provided a written reply to the OC explaining that Area 56 had been assigned for residential purposes in the outline zoning plan. 


A member said that both private and public housing fulfilled the requirement of residential purposes. She thus enquired whether the construction of public housing was proposed by the Planning Department or the Housing Department. 


The representative of the Housing Department said that it was stated in the explanatory statement of the outline zoning plan that Area 56 was to be used for public housing development.



The representative of the Planning Department said that there was a long history in respect of the site at issue. In the first zoning plan of 1994, the land was assigned for residential purposes. In 2006, the Government withdrew the site and had it included in the Application List, but there was no application submitted. Later, relevant policy bureaux decided that the land was suitable for public housing and thus Area 56 was once again incorporated into the plan for public housing development. 



A member said that he had been present at the OC meeting in which residents unanimously objected to the construction of public housing on Area 56. If the Government was bent on the construction of public housing, he warned of the serious consequences that might be resulted. 



 A member said that based on the prevailing property market situation and the results of land auction in Area 55, she believed that there would be land developers willing to develop private housing on Area 56. She hoped that the authorities would consider the proposal of putting the land on auction or to include it in the Application List. 


A member said that the District Council had given its view at the previous meeting that public housing should be planned in Tung Chung West. Despite the views expressed, the Housing Department still insisted on the plan of public housing in Area 56. This was a disregard of the opinions of the District Council and residents. 



 The representative of the Housing Department said that the Department was actively reviewing the plan to construct public housing on Area 56 and relevant ancillary facilities. There was a five-year interval between the present and 2016, in which planning and development could still be effected. The Department would also explore the possibility of building public housing elsewhere in Tung Chung. The Housing Department was responsible for implementing policies and had to act in accordance with prevailing public housing policies to develop estates. She would relate members’ opinions to relevant authorities. 


The Vice-chairlady said that it had clearly been made known in the last meeting that residents were not objected to the construction of public housing. They only held the view that Area 56 was not suitable for the purpose of public housing. She said that there was available land in Tung Chung West for such developments and hoped that the Housing Department would clearly relate members’ opinions to the relevant authorities. 

XVII. 
Question on provision of night market in Tung Chung



The representative of the FEHD said that in response to the demand of once again issuing licences for hawkers, the Food and Health Bureau and the FEHD had conducted an overall review of the policy in 2008 to 2009. The Legislative Council, district councils and stakeholders had been widely consulted, in which pros and cons of the issues were expressed. Having taken into consideration and balancing views expressed, the FEHD had implemented various measures in regard of issuing licences for hawkers, so as to respond to the public opinions expressed. Some people proposed setting up open-air markets with local colours. If suitable locations were identified, support was given by the district council concerned and if relevant requirements of food safety and environmental hygiene were met, the FEHD would be pleased to provide assistance jointly with relevant government departments. She pointed out that the selling of cooked food on the street could cause problems of environmental hygiene, noises, and food safety. The Department believed that in order to protect public health and hygiene, the proposal to set up cooked food night market in Tung Chung was not feasible.


The ADO/Islands said that the proposals such as open-air market should be raised by the locals who usually had the best understanding of the district. If requirements in respect of food safety and environmental hygiene were met, bureaux and department concerned would be pleased to provide assistance. 


A member said that there was a lack of suitable locations for hawker stands as a consequence of planning, and nuisance was thus caused. There was no public market in Tung Chung at present and the measures mentioned by FEHD recently could not benefit Tung Chung residents.
XVIII. 
Question on provision of dental service in Tung Chung



The representative of the Health Department said that the Department’s 36 dental clinics were mainly responsible for fulfilling the contractual requirements made by the Government to provide dental care for civil servants. The contractual requirements were similar to those provided by some other employers. The existing usage rate of the dental clinic in Tung Chung was 100% and there was no room for expansion of service. 


A member enquired whether dental service could be provided to members of the public on alternate Saturdays. He also asked whether the resources for public dental services were provided by the Health Department or Civil Service Bureau. 


The representative of the Health Department said that the proposal of providing dental service in Tung Chung involved the availability of spaces, resources and manpower, etc. She gave an account of existing public dental services provided by the Health Department.


A member criticized the Health Department for not providing dental services for grass-roots population of Tung Chung. 

The representative of the Health Department said that member’s opinions would be related to the Food and Health bureau.
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