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Purpose



This paper aims to report on the major issues discussed at the 6th meeting of the Kowloon City District Council (KCDC) on 16 September 2004.

Concern over Social Problems Caused by the Indiscreet Issuance of Credit Cards

2. Members said that as credit cards became more popular, the indiscreet issuance of credit cards was causing social problems, which the Government should not ignore. Since the agreement terms were in very fine print, most borrowers were not fully aware of the details of the terms. That was no different from setting a trap for the ignorant borrowers, leading them to commit an offence unknowingly. Members criticised banks for conducting their credit card business unscrupulously by offering valuable gifts to lure more clients and reap more profits.  While agreeing that the fundamental consideration should be whether it was too easy for a person to obtain a credit card, Members said that a proper balance should be struck to ensure that the control on the issuance of credit cards was neither too lax nor too stringent because excessive control would inevitably dampen consumer spending, dealing a blow to our economy as a whole. Members pointed out that the concept of sound financial management was not covered in Hong Kong’s basic curriculum. They said that students should be inculcated with the concept in secondary school so that they would appreciate the importance of personal credit management from an early age. Currently, an insolvent debtor could choose to declare bankruptcy and had himself discharged from the bankruptcy in just four years’ time. In view of the large number of bankruptcy cases since 1997, the new Legislative Council might need to review the legislation and consider extending the effective period of bankruptcy orders from four years to five years to spur credit card holders to manage their personal finance in a sound manner and deter them from declaring bankruptcy.

3. The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) said in response that it laid great emphasis on the adoption of a prudent and responsible attitude by banks when issuing credit cards. In this regard, it had issued guidelines on credit risk management, requiring banks to take into account the borrowers’ repayment ability before extending credit to them. Furthermore, the banking sector had published a code of practice urging its members to take a responsible attitude in issuing credit cards to financially dependent people, such as students.  As regards the protection of the rights of credit users, the HKMA explained that the code required banks to draw their clients’ attention to the charges and penalties, as well as the liabilities and obligations relating to the use of their credit cards, in the provisions of the relevant agreements. With the launching of the Commercial Credit Reference Agency (CCRA) in June last year, banks and credit card companies could have a clear picture of a borrower’s liabilities by making reference to the number of credit cards he held and his debt records. During the present transition period, the CCRA could only be accessed for handling new credit card applications or requests for raising credit limits. When the CCRA came into full operation, it would be even more effective in reducing over-borrowing and multiple borrowing. As to whether the four-year effective period of the bankruptcy order was so short that borrowers were practically encouraged to shirk their responsibilities by declaring bankruptcy, the HKMA agreed to raise the issue with the Legislative Council (LegCo) for review in due course. The Consumer Council remarked that it had all along paid attention to the indiscreet issuance of credit cards, and had taken the initiative to hold talks on sound financial management for the students of tertiary institutions.     

Concern over the Problem of Youths Taking Soft Drugs and Other Substances

4. Members expressed concern over the youth substance abuse problem in Hong Kong , and pointed out that the recent spate of artists and singers abusing substances obviously had a bad influence on youths. Members urged the Government to step up publicity to remind young people to stay away from drugs, and consider increasing the penalties for substance abusers and shops selling soft drugs.  Some Members were more concerned about relapse after treatment. They pointed out that not many people could successfully get rid of their bad habit, and, therefore, it was of paramount importance to prevent relapse after treatment. Members expressed the view that penalties for substance abusers should not be restricted to fines and community service orders should also be considered. To have a greater deterrent effect on youths, the Government should make an example of the artists who committed drug-related offences by meting out heavier punishment to them and impose more stringent control on drug stores selling soft drugs. 

5. The Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF) briefed Members on how it worked towards its objectives through preventive education and publicity, including school education and talks on drugs. The HKPF also briefed Members on the protection that Section 56A of the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134) offered to the minors, and the legislation enacted since 1994 to control cough medicines.  

6. The HKPF reported on the substance abuse situation among youths in the district. They said that the Kowloon City Police District (KCPD) had specially assigned a school liaison officer to maintain close contact with the 180 schools in the district, and arrange for students to visit the Hong Kong Jockey Club Drug InfoCentre (DIC) to familiarise them with different types of drugs and their harmful effects and let them learn from other people’s experience. In conjunction with the Narcotics Division and the Caritas Lok Heep Club, the KCPD also organised talks and visits to prisons and addiction treatment centres to enable students to see for themselves the consequences of taking drugs. From January 2003 to August 2004, a total of 17 such activities had been organised. They had been well-received, with over 200 people participating each time.  Regarding preventive education, the KCPD had been co-organising the “Kowloon City Anti-crime On-line Learning Programme" with the Baptist University since January 2004 to provide an on-line learning platform for parents, teachers and students. Materials on specific topics were prepared by the KCPD and uploaded to the Website. Users could log in to the Website to get the advice and information they needed whenever they had any questions about drugs. The Kowloon City District Fight Crime Committee had earlier launched a Peer Mentor Scheme, under which social work students of the Baptist University would establish one-on-one contact with targeted youths for a year. Whenever the participating youths encountered any problems during the period, they could approach their mentors for advice. In addition, the Kowloon West Police Region had introduced a Juvenile Protection Scheme to continue to monitor young offenders of minor or drug-related offences who had been cautioned by Chief Superintendents. Furthermore, the police volunteer squad recently set up by the KCPD also targeted their efforts on youths abusing substances. When they were off-duty, the volunteers would reach out to such youths to help them break the bad habit and lead a normal life. The Social Welfare Department (SWD) briefed Members on the multiple roles it played in the preventive and outreaching work on the youth substance abuse problem. It worked with the Narcotics Division, Education Department and the police at different levels to help young people. At the school level, the SWD provided counseling and training for students to deepen their understanding of substance abuse. At the community level, it worked hand in hand with the interest groups of integrated youth centres to provide counseling and assistance to steer young people away from drugs. As regards the high-risk group, the SWD reached out to those susceptible to substance abuse through its midnight outreaching teams. For youths who had already acquired the habit of abusing substances, they could receive treatment through the “PS33” counseling center for substance abusers, which had given intensive treatment and assistance to a total of 200 people in the previous year. Experience-sharing sessions with ex-addicts were also arranged to warn youngsters of the harmful effects of drugs.

Follow-up on the Demolition of the Deserted Pier outside Block 12A, Laguna Verde, Hung Hom

Concern over the Future Use of the Green Island Cement (Holdings)Ltd.’s Pier at Hok Cheung Street

7. Members said that the deserted pier outside Block 12A of Laguna Verde originally belonged to the China Light and Power Company Limited (CLP). The Government had agreed to demolish the pier two years before, but no action had been taken so far. With regard to the Green Island Cement (Holdings) Ltd.’s pier, it was currently disused after years of negotiation and mediation by KCDC. The cement barges that used to use the pier, however, were still moored at the pier. Members asked the departments concerned the timetable for the demolition of the piers and the future use of the sites.

8. The Lands Department (LandsD) informed Members that the deserted pier outside Block 12A of Laguna Verde had been originally leased to the CLP under a short term tenancy. The CLP, however, had stopped using the pier later and returned it to the Government. According to an agreement reached by the CLP and the Government at the end of 1998, the CLP would undertake the demolishing works of the pier. The LandsD explained that the pier had not been demolished because the pier had been built a long time before and its layout plans had been lost. Consequently, the CLP had technical difficulties in demolishing the piles under the pier.  After prolonged negotiations, the CLP had recently put forward a new demolition plan. The LandsD had already submitted the plan to the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) for further study. If the technical problems could be solved, the CEDD would issue a public notice under the Foreshore and Sea-bed (Reclamations) Ordinance, requiring the CLP to demolish the pier in accordance with the submitted plan. If the CEDD did not have any objection to the plan, it could proceed to publish the notice in the Gazette. The statutory procedures for the publication of the gazette notice and the notice period would together take three months. Afterwards, the CLP would be required to demolish the pier according to the submitted plan. The CEDD remarked that the department was primarily responsible for giving advice on technical matters. Under the existing circumstances, it should not take too long to arrive at a solution. The CEDD undertook to keep the KCDC informed of the situation. 
9. With regard to the Green Island Cement (Holdings) Ltd.’s pier, the LandsD informed Members that the legal proceedings between the LandsD and the company over the pier was still in progress. Since the case had been referred to the Department of Justice, it was not appropriate to reveal further information. In addition, the Green Island Cement (Holdings) Ltd. had stopped using the pier for cement-related process since 30 June. As the land lease on the pier only allowed it to be used for berthing purpose, the LandsD guaranteed that the pier would not be used as a cement plant again. If it was eventually ruled that the pier should be returned to the Government, the pier would not exist anymore. If the pier was awarded to the Green Island Cement (Holdings) Ltd., the company could only use it for berthing purpose under the tenancy. 

Mosquito Control Work in the Kowloon City District 

10.  The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) reported on the anti-mosquito work carried out in the district in August. As the hot and rainy summer approached, the mosquito problem would become more serious. The FEHD said that it had already started to tackle the mosquito problem, but the successful control of mosquitoes depended on the concerted efforts of the government departments concerned and all sectors of the community.

Progress of the Compilation of the Kowloon City Culture and Heritage

11. At its 4th meeting, the Working Group on the Kowloon City Culture and Heritage passed a resolution to commission the Department of Chinese of the University of Hong Kong to compile the book. Professor C.Y. SIN, Head of the Department of Chinese, and three professors attended that meeting to give an outline of their work. The compilation work would commence soon.

2005 KCDC Chinese New Year Spring Reception

12.
The KCDC held a Chinese New Year Spring Reception every year to celebrate the festival with local people and residents. After deliberation, the KCDC resolved to follow this practice and hold a KCDC Chinese New Year Spring Reception in 2005.
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