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SKDC(M) Paper No. 9/06-07
Memorandum of the Sai Kung District Council

Progress Report of the Sai Kung District Council

Economic Development Committee (2005-2006)


The first to sixth meetings (2005-06) of the Economic Development Committee (the Committee) under the Sai Kung District Council (SKDC) were held on 3 May, 28 June, 1 September, 18 October, 23 December 2005 and 16 February 2006.  The major issues discussed are summarised as below:

Terms of Reference of the EDC of the SKDC

2.
Members noted the terms of reference of the Committee.

Construction of the Second Sai Kung Public Pier

3.
The Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) briefed the meeting on the latest development of the project.  The construction work of the new pier was expected to commence in April 2006.  Members opined that when designing the new pier, attention should be paid to practicability and durability.  As wood was not durable, it should not be used again for flooring.  Besides, staircases for loading and unloading of passengers should be well illuminated at night to prevent accidents.                

Review and Establishment of Working Groups under the Economic Development Committee

4.
The Committee set up a total of three working groups in the previous year, including the Working Group on Publicity and Editing, the Working Group on Tourism Development in Sai Kung and the Working Group on Promotion of Employment in District.  Members agreed at the meeting to form a new working group (i.e. the Steering Working Group on Tourism Promotion in Sai Kung), with Ms. WONG Sung-king as the convenor and Mr. CHAN Kwai-sang as the vice convenor.

Enhanced Promotion of Characteristics of Sai Kung

5.
The Steering Working Group on Promotion of Tourism in Sai Kung would be responsible for enhancing the promotion of the characteristics of Sai Kung and other follow-up issues.

Requesting the Housing Department and the Hong Kong Monetary Authority to Facilitate the Provision of Banking Services at Choi Ming Shopping Centre

6.
Members noted the reply letter from the Link Management Limited regarding the SKDC’s request for provision of banking services in Tseung Kwan O (TKO).

Nuisance of Wild Boars to Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course

7.
The nuisance of wild boars to Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course had been brought under control for the time being.  Members of the civil hunting team would patrol the area once they were issued the hunting licence and had passed the assessment test on the use of firearm.  However, approval from the police and the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) must be sought and obtained prior to every operation.

Property Development above MTR Station in Area 56, TKO

8.
The Mass Transit Railway Corporation (MTRC) had briefed the SKDC on the said development project in the DC meeting in April.  The MTRC would continue to update the DC on the latest development of the project.

Development of Spa and Resort Vacation Facilities

9.
The Committee was of the view that Sai Kung was suitable for developing spa and resort vacation facilities.  Members regretted that the Tourism Commission under the Economic Development and Labour Bureau was not represented at the meeting.  The Steering Working Group on Promotion of Tourism in Sai Kung would follow up the development of spa and resort vacation facilities in the district.

Work Targets and Direction of the Steering Working Group on Promotion of Tourism in Sai Kung

10.
The Committee agreed to the work targets and direction of the Steering Working Group on Promotion of Tourism in Sai Kung.  It also suggested that the Working Group should give more consideration to the actual implementation details of its work, such as the design of survey questionnaires, the cooperation relationship between the Sai Kung District Development Fund Limited and the SKDC, etc.

Latest Development Plan of Sai Kung Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course

11.
Members noted that the SKDC had set up the Working Group on the 3rd Development on Kau Sai Chau to keep in view the construction of the third golf course in Kau Sai Chau.

12.
Members noted that environmental protection licence had been issued to the project of the third golf course in Kau Sai Chau.  The project could begin after the Government had issued authorization letter of land disposal.

Marine Department’s New Regulations on Open Pleasure Boats (Speedboats)

13.
To minimize any possible inconsistencies and misunderstanding, the Committee suggested that joint meetings attended by relevant government departments and the organisations concerned should be held to discuss the details surrounding the implementation of the new regulations. 

Requesting the Lifting of Pak Tam Chung Barrier

14.
Members noted that the Sai Kung District Office (SKDO) had consulted the residents on the above issue.  The AFCD was following up the issue and the SKDO said that it would report to the Committee when further information was available.             

Classification of Vessels and Safety Standards Regarding the New Kaito Ferry Service

15.
Members were of the view that the safety standards regarding new kaito ferries were too stringent and operators might find it difficult to comply with.  They proposed that the Marine Department relaxed the safety requirements regarding new kaito ferries in order to lessen the burden of operators in respect of repair and maintenance.  Members were also of the view that representatives of kaito ferry service operators should be included into the Provisional Local Vessels Advisory Committee to enhance communication and consultation.
Requesting the Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) and Mobile-phone Service Providers to Study Ways to Improve the Mobile-phone Coverage at Sai Kung Country Park as Early as Practicable

16.
The above motion, raised by Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung and seconded by Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok, was unanimously passed by members.  Members were of the view that the OFTA should study with mobile-phone service providers on expanding the mobile-phone coverage in order to ensure the safety of hikers.  The AFCD would distribute a free pamphlet (“18 Hiking Safety Hints”) to members of the public to promote points to note in hiking.

Report of the Working Group on Publicity and Editing

17.
Members agreed to set up a new term of the Working Group on Publicity and Editing, with Mr. Gary FAN Kwok-wai as the convenor and Mr. Raymond HO Man-kit as vice convenor.

18.
Members noted that progress reports of various committees of the           SKDC were published in the Observer Star and the Ming Pao N.T. East Edition in July and November respectively and would be published in March.  Moreover,  “District Council Experiential Scheme for Secondary and Primary Students in Sai Kung District” was completed in January.  12 primary and secondary schools participated in the scheme and the Working Group planned to keep on implementing the above scheme in the coming year.  Furthermore, the Working Group had completed the production of souvenirs for the SKDC and printing of SKDC posters, calendars and pocket diaries.

19.
The “Hiking Activity in Sai Kung District” Booklet and Website and “Scenic Hotspots in Sai Kung” Interpretation Signs jointly printed by the Committee and the AFCD had been completed smoothly.  The Working Group also planned to invite the AFCD to cooperate in printing “Ecology Tours in Sai Kung District” Booklet.

20.
The Committee suggested that the roving exhibition of the SKDC to be held in the coming year to mainly introduce the duties of the SKDC and its members.  In addition, the Working Group suggested printing Sai Kung-Backyard Map and SKDC’s Annual Working Report.              

Report of the Working Group on Promotion of Employment in District

21.
Members agreed to set up a new term of the Working Group on Promotion of Employment in District, with Mr. Gary FAN Kwok-wai as the convenor and Mr. Raymond HO Man-kit as vice convenor.

22.
Members noted that the following activities had been organised by the Working Group: Roving Exhibition of Skills Upgrading Scheme; Virtual Enterprise Programme for Teenagers in Sai Kung District; and Hiring Unemployed People in the District to Provide Domestic Cleaning Service for the Elderly (Renamed as “Sai Kung Community Mutual Aid Ambassador Project” “西貢社區互助大使計劃”)                     

The Working Group on Studying the Tourism Potential of Sai Kung District

23.
Members agreed to form the Working Group on the Study of Potential of Tourism Development in Sai Kung.  Mr. George NG Sze-fuk, the Chairman was elected the convenor of the Working Group.  The first meeting of the Working Group was held on 15 September 2005 and representatives of relevant government departments were invited to attend the meeting and to comment on various studies.
24.
The Working Group was looking for a suitable consultant to conduct the study and would draw up the selection criteria and method in due course.

Report of the Steering Working Group on Promoting Tourism in Sai Kung

25.
The Committee had organised Sai Kung Teen Talent Show and Lunar New Year Flea Market was included this year.  It was held at the Sai Kung Waterfront Promenade between 11 and 12 February 2006.      

26.
The following issues were discussed by the Working Group: Work Direction of the Working Group for the Year, the Study on the Tourism Potential of Sai Kung District, Abandoned Fish Pond Leisure Fishing Programme, Exploration of Deserted Islands for Tourism Development and Working Group Brainstorming Session.

The Proposed Revision on the “Outline Zoning Plan No. S/SK-SKT/2” of Sai Kung Town
27.
Members noted that the Planning Department introduced the above revision.              

28.
Members enquired about and commented on the above study.         

Recycling Pilot Scheme

29.
Members were concerned about and commented on the above issue.  The Committee endorsed to refer it to the Council for Sustainable Development Committee for consideration.           

Bilingual Promotion of Local Events
30.
Members were concerned about and commented on the above issue.           
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