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Summary Translation of Minutes of the
6th Meeting (2004-05) of Sai Kung District Council


The sixth meeting (2004-05) of the Sai Kung District Council (SKDC) was held on 18 January 2005 (Tuesday).  The major issues discussed are summarized below:

Policy Address of the Chief Executive

2.
Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung opined that the Policy Address was pragmatic and that for the first time it brought out the message of providing assistance to the industrial and commercial sectors.  Besides, it encouraged the development of new technologies and creativity with a view to enhancing product design, developing new brands and opening up markets so as to promote trade on the one hand and create job opportunities on the other.  He also welcomed the remarks in the Policy Address on formulating a concession policy to assist the environmental industry and building a recovery park in Tuen Mun.

3.
Mr. HIEW Chin shared the views of Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung.  He praised the Chief Executive for mentioning in paragraph 21 of the Policy Address that the government would uphold people-based governance and would attach importance to how the District Officers and District Councils might better play their role, hence enabling them to deal with district affairs in a more efficient manner.  However, he had reservations on the poverty alleviation policy as it was difficult to define poverty.  The policy to alleviate poverty had to be carefully dealt with.

4.
Mr. LAM Wing-yin opined that the tax burden of the middle class continued to increase.  They had to face the greatest financial pressure but enjoyed the least welfare.  Last year’s Policy Address had mentioned about caring for the middle class but nothing was mentioned this year.  This was really a big setback.

5.
Mr. CHAN Kwai-sang opined that the Policy Address was a pragmatic one, which was able to identify inadequacies and it was clearly pointed out that the government had failed to uphold people-based governance in the past.

6.
Mr. HO Man-kit said that he concurred with the governance direction proposed in paragraph 11 of the Policy Address, which was to increase the power of the District Officers, extend their scope of work and review the function of the District Councils.  As regards the accountability system, it had never been thoroughly reviewed since its implementation.  The division of work among Bureau directors had become more and more indistinct and the impact on the civil service system was more obvious than before.  The newly established Commission to Alleviate Poverty (CAP) should hold discussion on the target stratum and the definition of poverty line.  It should also study how to help the beneficiaries to become self-reliant.

7.
Mr. CHAU Yin-ming said that poverty alleviation could brook no delay and that it should not be targeted only at families drawing Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) but should also include those non-CSSA low-income families.  The reason was that these families faced great financial pressure with respect to education, housing and medical care.  He hoped that the CAP could give the low-income families a fair chance and would not simply think that increasing the amount of CSSA payment could solve the problem.

8.
Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok opined that the Policy Address was a confession.  In other countries or cities, a leader should resign from his post after he had admitted his mistakes.  Dr. LAW sympathised with the civil servants who quietly devoted themselves to working for the government.  He also hoped that the Chief Executive could work with a practical approach in his remaining term.

9.
Ms. PHANG Shuk-yee pointed out that the per capita income of the Hong Kong people was top-ranked in the world but the poverty population here exceeded one million.  This indicated a worsening trend of wealth inequality and had made poverty alleviation an even more urgent issue.
10.
Dr. LAM Ching-choi hoped that the government could announce details of the poverty alleviation programme at an earlier date so that the community could tie in with it.  He appreciated that the Administration would embark on the programme according to different age categories and encourage inter-sectoral co-operation, which was different from conventional welfare services.

11.
Mr. LUK Ping-choi pointed out that as regards education policy, the Policy Address mentioned reform only but not the reduction of teachers’ workload and release of their pressure.  He was also disappointed to learn from the Policy Address that small-class teaching was still on a trial basis as it had been proved to be effective in remedial class teaching in the past years.  In addition, the Policy Address did not mention the provision of teaching ancillary facilities to facilitate the preparation and instruction of teachers.

12.
Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai opined that this Policy Address was more practical than before and was pleased to learn that the long-awaited works projects left by the former Regional Council would continue.  Regarding housing policy, he was dissatisfied that the Policy Address did not mention how to handle those 10 000 odd vacant Home Ownership Scheme flats.  He opined that the younger generation had great demand for housing and the price of private property was still on the high side.  It was an inadequacy on the part of the government not to face this issue squarely.

13.
Mr. LAU Hing-kee was of the view that this Policy Address was more pragmatic than before and was pleased to see that the Administration attached importance to cultural and creative industries.

Request for Addition of Traffic Light Facilities at the Junction of Chap Fuk Road and Ying Yip Road to Relieve Traffic Congestion

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 123/04-05)

14.
Mr. CHAU Yin-ming was of the view that congestion occurred at this road section during the morning peak hours only and traffic flow was smooth the rest of the day, therefore addition of traffic lights might not necessarily be the best solution.  He pointed out that there was a “Give Way” sign indicated by a broken line at the junction of Chap Fuk Road before but it was later changed to a “Stop” sign with double lines.  He suggested widening the junction or other options.

15.
The Chairman said that this issue would be referred to the Traffic and Transport Committee for follow-up if members had no objection.

Request for Replacing the Metal Railings along Pavements in Tseung Kwan O (TKO) with Plants to Enhance Greening Activities and Deter Illegal Bicycle Parking

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 124/04-05)

Proposed Addition of Planters along Pavements in TKO to Replace the Railings to Discourage Bicycle Parking at Railings and to Beautify the Environment

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 127/04-05)
16.
Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai proposed to plant shrubs to replace railings as there was insufficient greening at pavements in TKO.  The replacement would not only enhance the amenity but also deter casual bicycle parking at railings.  Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung said that casual bicycle parking was very serious in TKO and the proposal could serve dual purposes.  Mr. FAN Kwok-wai showed casual bicycle parking black spots in TKO with the aid of photos and said that he agreed to the replacement of railings with shrubs as proposed by Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai.  He further proposed the addition of concrete planters if conditions allowed and showed the spots that he identified as suitable locations for adding such planters with the aid of photos.

17.
The Chairman said that if members had no objection, the meeting would authorise the Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee and the Traffic and Transport Committee to assist the Sai Kung District Management Committee in following up the above two issues.

Request for Addition of Permanent Flag Staffs in Po Tsui Park, TKO to Tie in with the Launching of Major Events

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 125/04-05)
18.
Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai said that the organisation of National Day celebration activities had to prepare flag staffs for the flag raising ceremony every year.  As the celebration was held on a yearly basis and there was sufficient space in Po Tsui Park, he proposed to set up permanent flag staffs there.

19.
The Chairman said that this issue would be referred to the Culture, Recreation and Sports Committee for follow-up if members had no objection.

Urging the Government to Expedite the Implementation of Small-class Teaching

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 126/04-05)

20.
Mr. FAN Kwok-wai referred the meeting to the information tabled and raised the following points:

(i)
Advantages of small-class teaching
· Modern education emphasised teacher-student interaction.  Small-class teaching allowed communication between teachers and students instead of the traditional one-way instruction;
· Small-class teaching enhanced greater diversity (e.g. group teaching) and it facilitated the implementation of new teaching modes and the development of students’ presentation skill and creativity; and
· Teachers have spare capacity to cater for those students with special needs, which enhanced harmonious teacher-student relationship, fostered students’ sense of belonging and aroused their interest in learning.

(ii)
Demographic trends of Hong Kong

· The birth rate of Hong Kong was much lower than those in European countries.  The number of births reduced from 86 000 in 1986 to 68 000 in 1991 and further reduced to 48 000 in 2001. And it was still on a downward trend; and

· The government estimated that the intakes of primary schools would be reduced from 49 000 in 2002 to 42 000 in 2007, and by 2010, there would be around 41 000 only.

(iii)
Responses of the education sector on small-class teaching

· According to the above statistics, the government could implement small-class teaching without additional funding if current allocation remained unchanged;

· Small-class teaching should be simultaneously implemented in both secondary and primary schools on the principle of fairness; and

· The number of secondary and primary school students differed in the eighteen administrative districts.  To allow greater flexibility and better meet the actual needs, small-class teaching should be phased in from various districts and levels.

21.
Mr. WAN Yuet-kau moved an amended motion: “The Committee urged the government to expedite the implementation of small-class teaching after the completion of the three-year study on small-class teaching.”  The motion was passed with 12 affirmative votes against 8 negative votes and 3 abstention votes.  

Objecting the Use of Single-developer Approach in Developing the West Kowloon Cultural District 

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 128/04-05)

22.
The motion was passed with no objection.  The Chairman said the SKDC would address a letter to the Chief Secretary for Administration expressing the position of the members.

Request for Paving Chiu Shun Road and Ngan O Road with Noise-reducing Bitumen without Delay as well as Exploring the Provision of Noise Barriers or Considering the Implementation of Other Noise Mitigation Measures along Chiu Shun Road

(SKDC(M) Paper no. 129/04-05)

23.
Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung said the noise problem along Chiu Shun Road and Ngan O Road had been very serious, especially at night when heavy vehicles passed by or when buses returned to depot.  Residents living on the lower floors of the buildings along the roads could hardly open the windows.

24.
Mr. YEUNG Wing-tsan said that he did not have the information on noise barriers with him but he could furnish it to Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai some time later.  In response to Mr. WAN Yuet-chueng’s remarks, he said that the residents living on the lower floors of the buildings at the junction of Chiu Shun Road and Ngan O Road were subject to a noise level slightly higher than 70 dB.  However, it was technically difficult to erect noise barrier at the junction as the vision of drivers would then be blocked.  The consultant recommended the use of noise-reducing bitumen in the study.  The department would report to the SKDC once a further result of the study was available.

Request for Expediting the Implementation of Extension Projects for TKO Hospital and Haven of Hope Hospital

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 130/04-05)

25.
Mr. CHAU Yin-ming said that resources in the Kowloon East Cluster was significantly in favour of United Christian Hospital.  Calculating by population, there were 880 000 people in the Kowloon East Cluster, of which 400 000 (i.e. about 45%) were in TKO and Sai Kung.  Yet, the number of accident and emergency beds only accounted for 21% of the total number in the cluster while manpower and other resources only accounted for 0.2%.  TKO Hospital was a small-scaled district hospital situated in the Sai Kung District.  Many patients had to be transferred from the hospital to United Christian Hospital or Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  This indicated that the scale of the hospitals in the Sai Kung District was not large enough and the mere 400 accident and emergency beds could not meet the demand in the district.  As it took a very long time to plan and design a hospital, and that up till now the Hospital Authority (HA) had not yet included TKO Hospital and Haven of Hope Hospital in its resource allocation plan, this meant that there would be no plan to extend the two hospitals in the next five years.  The population of TKO and Sai Kung accounted for 5.7% of the whole population in Hong Kong but the number of beds only accounted for 2.8% of the total number and thus was completely out of proportion.  He hoped that this motion would arouse discussion and that the HA and the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau (HWFB) would open up discussion with the SKDC on the district’s medical resources.

26.
The above motion was passed and would be followed up by the Healthy City and Community Affairs Committee (HCCAC) with the HA and HWFB.

Calling for Improving the Insufficient Number of English Secondary Schools available in Sai Kung District

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 131/04-05)

27.
Ms. PHANG Shuk-yee said that despite the continuous expansion of TKO and the continuous growth of population, there was still only one English secondary school in the district.  The Education and Manpower Bureau (EMB) should increase the number of English secondary schools in TKO to provide a better educational environment for the district and should also take measures to raise the academic level of the schools in the district.

28.
Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok said that the proportion of English secondary schools in the Sai Kung District was on the low side, indicating that the authorities had made a serious mistake in planning.

29.
The motion was passed with 5 affirmative votes and 13 abstentions.  The Secretariat apologised for not inviting a representative of the EMB to the meeting.  The Chairman proposed to refer the motion to the HCCAC for follow-up action and urged interested members to attend the relevant meetings.

Construction of Carpark near the Monuments Built in Memory of the Martyrs Fighting in the Anti-Japanese War

(SKDC(M) Paper No. 132/04-05)

30.
Mr. CHAN Kwai-sang pointed out that the Monuments Built in Memory of the Martyrs Fighting in the Anti-Japanese War had gradually become a tourist spot, attracting a large number of visitors on holidays.  The coaches carrying visitors often caused traffic congestion.  As ancillary facilities would be provided in the vicinity of the Monuments, including the beautification works funded by the Working Group on Rural Public Works in Sai Kung District and the additional toilet facilities to be provided by the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department, and the CLP Power Hong Kong Limited had already installed power supply equipment there, he hoped that the departments concerned could provide more parking areas for the convenience of visitors and to alleviate the traffic congestion at Tai Mong Tsai Road during holidays.  

31.
The Chairman said that this item would be referred to the Sai Kung District Management Committee for follow-up if members had no objection.  

Requesting the Government to Clarify Media Coverage regarding the Building of an Incinerator in TKO, to make known to the Public the Relevant Details Immediately and to Conduct Consultation Widely (Interim Motion)

32.
Mr. HO Man-kit said that he learned from the newspapers the day before the meeting that the government planned to build an incinerator in TKO.  While there was wide media coverage on this matter, the government had not conducted consultation on the issue.  Therefore, he moved the motion to request the government to disclose the relevant details.  

33.
Mr. CHAU Yin-ming pointed out that there were two environmental facilities in TKO, namely the provisional filling site in Area 137 and the South East New Territories Landfill.  Earlier on, the SKDC had declared for constructing the provisional filling site but against building the landfill.  The SKDC had also consulted the government on how to handle solid waste after the three existing landfill sites in Hong Kong had filled up.  He believed that the government would soon conduct consultation on it.  He anticipated that the government might indeed have the intention to build the incinerator.  Due to the breezeway topography of TKO, all the sites mentioned in the newspapers would have an impact on TKO.  Mr. CHAU Yin-ming suggested raising objection to the proposed construction.  As such, he supported the adoption of the amended motion.  

34.
The results of the voting are as follows:

(i) The motion moved by Mr. HO Man-kit: “Requesting the government to clarify media coverage regarding the building of an incinerator in TKO, to make known to the public the relevant details immediately and to conduct consultation widely.” 

Affirmative vote: 15
Dissenting vote: 2
Abstention vote: 1

(ii) The motion moved by Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok: “Abandon the plan to build an incinerator in TKO immediately so as to clear the doubts and frustration among the residents.”

Affirmative vote: 9

Dissenting vote: 0
Abstention vote: 8

35.
The Chairman said that the SKDC would write to the bureaux concerned regarding the two motions moved by Mr. HO Man-kit and Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok respectively. 
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