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Summary Translation of 
Minutes of the 2nd Meeting (2007) of Sai Kung District Council


The second meeting (2007) of the Sai Kung District Council (SKDC) was held on 5 June 2007 (Tuesday).  The major issues discussed are summarized below:

2.
Mr. Alan WONG, JP introduced the briefing note that had distributed to Members prior to the meeting, and the main points were summarized as follows: 

(i) Hong Kong’s long-term transport policy: The Government promoted smooth and environmentally friendly transport system in Hong Kong in which railway was the most environmentally friendly form of mass transport and would form the backbone of Hong Kong’s public transport system.  New technology such as traffic control system and CCTV system would be widely used to assist traffic management and control.
(ii) Role of TD: TD had to carry out the policies set by the Environment, Transport and Works Bureau and had to heed to various committees’ comments with a view to enhancing the quality of public transport services and improving road situation.
(iii) Functions of TD: TD was responsible for road traffic management, monitoring public transport institutions, registration and licensing of vehicles and drivers, promoting road safety as well as promulgation of long-term plans to cope with the growing demand for transport facilities and services.    
(iv) TD’s main initiatives in 2007: Assisting the merging of two railway companies, establishing public transport facilities for Lok Ma Chau Spur Line and Shenzhen Bay Port, wide application of intelligence technology on transport system, rationalization of bus service in order to efficiently improve the environment, enhancing and improving transport incidents management, introducing the 4-generation computer system for licensing of vehicles and drivers as well as assisting in planning traffic and transport arrangements for 2008 Olympic Equestrian event.
        [Para. 2 of the Chinese Version]
3.
Miss Cindy LAW made a report on the main work in Sai Kung in 2007:

(i) Improvement and widening of Hiram’s Highway: The project was in two phases.  The first phase was from Clear Water Bay Road to Marina Cove which was expected to start in early 2009 and finish in early 2011.  The second phase was expected to start in late 2010 and finish in end 2013.  The project included provision of more lanes to cope with the future development and recreational traffic, aligning part of the road and provision of road crossings and vehicle turning points as well as acoustic barriers at appropriate locations.
(ii) Traffic arrangement in Sai Kung town: establishing a roundabout at Tai Mong Tsai Road and Wai Man Road and provision of bus lay-by at the junction of Fuk Man Road and Po Tung Road were completed; widening Po Tung Road and pedestrian crossing to provide loading/unloading bay and re-organizing traffic signs were being conducted; and a part-time pedestrianised street adjacent to Sai Kung police station connecting the waterfront plaza was built and to be opened for public use.
(iii) Tseung Kwan O area traffic control and CCTV system: 30 road junctions with traffic lights would be connected to Wan Chai traffic control centre; 15 CCTV sets would be installed at main junctions of TKO to monitor the traffic.
(iv) Improvement of public transport facilities: provision of ancillary facility for people with disabilities at Sai Kung Town Bus Terminus and Tseung Kwan O Public Transport Interchange; processing  applications for installation of shelters at bus stops.
(v) Improvement of directional signs at TKO: the review on directional signs in TKO to facilitate drivers locating the destinations just completed and improvement works would be conducted in phases.  Improvement measures included replacement of archaic place names and changing the colour codes for local destination.
 [Para. 3 of the Chinese Version]
4.
Mr. Alan WONG, JP replied to the questions raised by Members:

(i) Railways were to be the backbone of public transport system in Hong Kong under the current transport policy but the merits of bus services would not be ignored.  As for the increase of both overnight bus services and direct bus services, TD would strike a balance among various factors such as the need of different districts, the environment and sustainability of development.
(ii) Promised to strengthen the contact between TD and Highways Department so as to enhance the efficiency.
(iii) According to the Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines, cycling could be a leisure activity and supplementary means of transportation.  TD would not encourage cyclists to ride on their bikes in busy urban area.  As for new towns such as TKO with better town planning, cycling could be  a supplementary transportation mode in safe circumstances.  Cyclists also had to abide by the Road Traffic Ordinance in which a cyclist under 11 years old should be accompanied by an adult; otherwise the adult broke the law.  He opined that the Government would examine the cycling issue and DC could strengthen its publicity campaign to arouse people’s concern about safety for cyclists.  As for the connectivity of cycle tracks in TKO (South), TD would continue to study the issue with TTC of SKDC.
[Para. 18 of the Chinese Version]
(a)
Tseung Kwan O – Lam Tin Tunnel and Cross Bay Link
5.
Mr. Eric L Y HO briefed the works project of Tseung Kwan O – Lam Tin Tunnel and Cross Bay Link of which the details were found in Paper No.: SKDC (M) 27/07 and Annex 1 to 9.  Mr. HO said that as the main part of the Cross Bay Link would be in a unique design that could serve as a landmark in TKO, full and thorough consultation to SKDC would be conducted prior to finalizing the design of the Cross Bay Link.  The department would start the design and planning work next year.  In accordance with the legislation, the briefing note of the project had been announced and funds of $350 million for hiring consultants had been obtained from the Finance Committee of LegCo.  The project was expected to commence in late 2011 and to finish in late 2016.       [Para. 30 of the Chinese Version]
6.   Mr. Eric L Y HO added that as box culverts nullah were detected in P2 road, the department had to make D4 vehicular bridge above the ground level. As for discussion of the sustainability of TKO development, consensus had been reached between SKDC and the government.  The main theme was to “revitalize” street culture and increase of space for activities.   If an acoustic barrier was to be built along Po Yap Road, it would make that section gloomy and lifeless.  He opined that the original platform to be built along Po Yap Road could serve the purpose of blocking noise.  As SKDC opined that reclamation of land for housing development should be minimized and population density should also be lowered which thus would lead to less traffic flow, the noise barrier platform would not be necessary.  

[Para. 41 of the Chinese Version]
7.
Mr. W T YEUNG replied Members’ questions and comments one by one, and the contents were summarized as follows:

(i) The original purpose of building a noise barrier platform along Po Yap Road was to reduce noise level nearby.  But TKO (South) was trying to set up as a healthy city with more open space for the public.  The installation of a noise barrier platform could not befit the plan, and thus the department decided not to keep the platform.
(ii) As for the proposal of replacing D4 vehicular bridge with a roundabout, the department would consider it again and would report the latest measures to Members when the design draft for next stage was ready.
(iii) As the D4 vehicular bridge was restricted by objective circumstances, the design could not be below the ground level.
(iv) As for the proposal of having a branch route connected to the Cross Bay Link to facilitate the traffic to TKO Chinese Permanent Cemetery, the department would try to make suitable arrangement but it would be subject to the decision of the Board of Management of the Chinese Permanent Cemeteries (BMCPC).  The department would have ample time to take corresponding action.
(v) The present design had put the traffic need of Wan Po Road, Area 86 into consideration.
(vi) Funds were obtained from Finance Committee of LegCo to hire consultants for the design and survey of the construction site for Tseung Kwan O – Lam Tin Tunnel and Cross Bay Link.  The environment and traffic flow would be assessed, while its operation would be fully responsible by the government.  But it would be too early to fix the tunnel toll after a decade as the traffic flow nearby needed to be studied and assessed further.
(vii) As for the proposal of providing pavement and cycle track along Cross Bay Link, the department would take it into consideration again.  The issue might involve management problem but he had received strong requests for such facilities. 

[Para. 42 of the Chinese Version]
8.
Mr. W T YEUNG replied Members’ questions and comments one by one, and the contents were summarized as follows:
(i) In the Report on Feasibility Study on Further Development of Tseung Kwan O released by The Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) in 2005, P2 road and D4 road were designed as flyovers and the design had completed its traffic and environmental assessments.  It was expected in 2016 the tunnel in TKO could not cope with the demand of traffic flow, and thus construction of a new tunnel was proposed.  Assessment on the tunnel toll after a decade could not be made at this stage.
(ii) As funds for the construction of tunnel should be applied from the government, the management rights would be given to the government when it was built.  
(iii) As for whether a branch route would be built to connect to Cross Bay Link, it was subject to the decision of the BMCPC.  The department would try the best to take corresponding action.
(iv) The reclamation of 12 hectares of land was reduced to its minimum but final decision to whether further reduction could be made would be subject to next design.
(v) If the project was endorsed by SKDC, it was hoped to apply funds from LegCo for hiring consultants in November 2007.  The design plan then could be revised next year which would be submitted to the committee for deliberation.
[Para. 50 of the Chinese Version]
9. Mr. W T YEUNG responded that the proposal to hire consultants was due to its inadequate in technology and resources.  He hoped Members could understand that the department could not address to the request under its inadequate resources.

[Para. 53 of the Chinese Version]
10. The Chairman proposed the CEDD to withdraw the discussion paper and concluded Members’ comments on the revised design.  The paper would be re-submitted to the DC for discussion at next meeting.  The Chairman requested the Secretariat to write to the Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau and Mr. KWONG Hing-lp, Project Manager of Civil Engineering and Development Department New Territories East Development Office to express the request made by the DC.  Conciliation would be made with various departments after the meeting with a view to reach consensus as soon as possible.

[Para. 61 of the Chinese Version]
(b) Built Heritage Preservation

11. Dr. Patrick HO, Secretary for Home Affairs (SHA) said that the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance was enforced in 1976 which had the history of three decades.  He hoped the Ordinance could be added with the elements of public concern with a view to making the legislation correspondence with our actual situation.  A seminar to review the Ordinance had been held in 2004, when the focus of our society was on economic revitalization in the aftermath of SARS.  The response to the seminar was far from satisfactory.  Seeing the fact that public concern about preservation of our heritage had been shown in recent months, seven consultation meetings were held and DC meetings of 18 districts were attended so as to collate comments from various parties for an early amendment to the legislation.   [Para. 63 of the Chinese Version]
12.
Dr. Louis NG said that three important issues had been raised in the seminar in 2004 namely the ways how to judge a building with historical value and how to protect heritage as well as considerations for preserving heritage.  He opined that four main directions could be seen in the heritage preservation policy.  First was to establish mechanism to assess and preserve heritage, and then to consider whether the element of collective memory should be added.  Second was to set up heritage preservation trust fund to protect heritage building continuously.  Third was to encourage private heritage owners to assist its preservation.  Fourth was to strengthen publicity and education of heritage preservation.  

[Para. 64 of the Chinese Version]
13.
Dr. Patrick HO, SHA responded that ownership of private properties was the main pillar of our economic system.  The authority would respect the ownership of these properties and would not make it mandatory to reclaim private cultural monuments.  SHA said that as the monuments involved the issue of value which had been mentioned by Mr. HO Man-kit, and thus heritage preservation should be handled discreetly.  He proposed SKDC to set up a working group for heritage preservation with a view to searching and preserving monuments in the district.  He added that there were 81 declared monuments throughout the territory, eight of them in Sai Kung district.  12 buildings in the district were also classified as historic buildings.  He expected SKDC to preserve the declared monuments and care the historic old buildings.

[Para. 79 of the Chinese Version]
14.
Dr. Louis NG said that after the relics were excavated, the Antiquities and Monuments Office then published booklets and organized exhibitions to display the relics.  The Office would send staff to the mainland China to learn the excavation and heritage preservation techniques with a view to enhancing our heritage preservation.

[Para. 80 of the Chinese Version]
(a)
Request for an Installation of Air Monitoring Terminal at Tseung Kwan O

15.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok and seconded by Mr. AU Ning-fat and Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung.  
[Part of para. 83 of the Chinese Version]
16.
The Chairman said that as Members did not have further questions, the DC endorsed that the motion would be referred to Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee for the follow-up action.    

[Para. 86 of the Chinese Version]
(b)
Request for an Additional Provision of Swimming Pool at Tseung Kwan O (South)
17.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Mr. HIEW Chin and seconded by Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai.    

[Part of para. 87 of the Chinese Version]
18.
The Chairman said that as Members did not have further questions, the DC endorsed that the motion would be referred to Culture, Recreation and Sports Committee for the follow-up action.          

[Para. 89 of the Chinese Version]
(c)
Request for the Relevant Government Department to Improve the Access Facilities between Choi Ming Court and Tong Ming Court

19.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Mr. HIEW Chin and seconded by Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai.   

[Part of para. 90 of the Chinese Version]
20.
The Chairman said that as Members had no objection, the DC endorsed that the motion would be referred to Traffic and Transport Committee for the follow-up action.

[Para. 94 of the Chinese Version]
(d)
Request for an Early Construction of Community Complex in Area 15

21.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok and seconded by Mr. AU Ning-fat.   

[Part of para. 95 of the Chinese Version]
22.
The Chairman said that the proposal would be referred to Community Affairs Committee for the follow-up action.   
[Para. 99 of the Chinese Version]
(e)
Two Extra Frequencies for Bus Route Number 292P Running from Pak Sha Wan Area to Choi Hung Bus Terminal in Kowloon between 8am and 9am from Monday to Saturday

23.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Mr. HIEW Moo-siew and seconded by Mr. CHAN Kwok-kai and Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung.   
[Part of para. 100 of the Chinese Version]
24.
The Chairman said that as Members had no objection, the motion would be referred to Traffic and Transport Committee for the follow-up action.      

[Para. 103 of the Chinese Version]
(f)
Request for the Construction of Temporary Bicycle Park in Area 74, Tseung Kwan O
25.
The Chairman said that the above motion was moved by Mr. HO Man-kit and seconded by Mr. FAN Kwok-wai.   

[Part of para. 104 of the Chinese Version]
26.
Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung proposed to amend the motion as “the issue for construction of temporary bicycle park in Area 74 would be implemented constantly by District Facilities Management Committee”.           

[Part of para. 109 of the Chinese Version]
27.
The amended motion proposed by Mr. WAN Yuet-cheung was seconded by Dr. LAW Cheung-kwok.        

[Part of para. 127 of the Chinese Version]
28.
Members put the amended motion to the vote, and the amended motion was endorsed with 10 affirmative votes, 3 negative votes and 4 abstention votes.   

[Para. 132 of the Chinese Version]
29.
The Chairman said that the motion would be referred to District Facilities Management Committee for the follow-up action.   

[Para. 133 of the Chinese Version]
(g)
SKDC Request for Building Vehicular Access Linking to Cemetery and Western Coast Road for Easing People Flow to SE Kowloon
30.
The Chairman proposed to write to SHA for following up and studying the request of building vehicular access linking to the TKO cemetery.

[Para. 136 of the Chinese Version]
Sai Kung District Council Secretariat 

June 2007
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