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SKDC(M) Paper No. 7/04-05

Memorandum for Sai Kung District Council
Progress Report of Culture, Recreation and Sports Committee (2003 and 2004)

The first to third meetings (2003) of the Sai Kung District Council (SKDC)
Culture, Recreation and Sports Committee (CRSC) were held on 15 April, 17 June
and 12 August 2003 respectively. Besides, the first meeting of the SKDC CRSC
(2004) was held on 14 January 2004. The major issues discussed are summarised
below:

2003 Progress Report

Working Group on Sai Kung Folk Culture

2. ‘The History and Heritage of Sai Kung® was published in late 2003. The
quantity printed was 1 000 hardcover copies and 3 000 softcover copies. In
distributing the publications, members endorsed that priority would be given to
members and co-opted members of the SKDC, organizations assisting in the
publication of the book, government departments and officials, DCs, schools in the
district, universities and academic institutions, the media as well as public libraries
and museums under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD). The
remaining copies would be left for the new DC to decide how they would be
distributed. And the number of copies to be distributed and the distribution list
would be endorsed by the SKDC.

Designating Historical Site of Anti-Japanese War as Tourist Attraction

3. As there were technical problems in converting the Wong Church into an
Anti-Japanese War memorial hall and owing to the lack of resources, the Committee
agreed to shelve the project. The Committee would keep a close watch on the
adequacy of regular exhibition information displayed in the Hong Kong Historical
Museum and Marine Museum concerning the Anti-Japanese War.  If the information
was found to be inadequate or the exhibition could not achieve the expected results,
the Committee would discuss this proposal again and request the Home Affairs
Bureau to follow up the matter.
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Extending Opening Hours of Tseung Kwan O Public Library

4. Concerning the SKDC’s request to extend the opening hours of Tseung
Kwan O Public Library, the LCSD replied that since the issue of the opening hours of
public libraries was a territory-wide policy, the LCSD had considered the needs of
every district before fixing the existing standardized opening hours of public libraries.
Furthermore, with measures like renewing items borrowed and reserving library
materials through telephone and the Internet as well as checking out six items by one
library card in place, it was considered that the public library services could
adequately meet community needs. As such, the LCSD would not consider
extending the opening hours of Tseung Kwan O Public Library for the time being.

Ho Chung Hard Surface Soccer Pitch

5. The Committee raised a proposal of extending the Ho Chung Hard Surface
Soccer Pitch into a standard seven-a-side soccer pitch. The Committee re-visited the
captioned site in 2003 with the representatives of the LCSD, Sai Kung District Lands
Office (SKDLO) and Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department. In
summing up the departments’ views, it was found that they all considered the size of
the land in the vicinity of the soccer pitch inadequate. And they also thought that it
would be very difficult to extend the soccer pitch into a standard seven-a-side soccer
pitch without affecting the existence of the adjourning mangrove and the highest tidal
limit. However, as there was a lack of comparable sports facilities in the district, the
Committee urged the LCSD to improve the facilities of the subject soccer pitch as far
as possible and to actively consider the possibility of extending the soccer pitch.

Pak Kong Soccer Pitch

6. The Committee conducted a site visit to Pak Kong Soccer Pitch jointly with
the representative of the LCSD, SKDLO and Sai Kung District Office (SKDO) in
2003. The Architectural Services Department (Arch SD) was conducting a
preliminary assessment on extending the subject pitch, while the LCSD would draft
an improvement layout plan and set the budget in accordance with the assessment
results and the views of members. Tentatively, it was expected that there was
enough area in the vicinity of the soccer pitch for its extending into a standard
seven-a-side soccer pitch as well as for constructing facilities like changing rooms, a
small-scale spectator platform and arbours. Besides, the Works Section of the
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SKDO was also considering constructing a small road for linking the Pavilion in
Memory of the Late Relatives to the soccer pitch.

Silverstrand Beach

7. The Arch SD had extended the showering time of the automatic showers at
Silverstrand Beach. It would install 10 and 8 units of fans, including standing-type
fans, wall-mounted fans and ceiling fans, in the male and female changing rooms
respectively. Besides, it had also provided openings near the floor surface to
facilitate cross-ventilation. Regarding the lighting system, it had been set by the
LCSD to operate from 7:00 pm daily until 6:00 am the next day.

Kiu Tsui Beach

8. Owing to the serious loss of sand and soil, Kiu Tsui Beach had currently
grown more like a pebbly beach with utilization rate significantly reduced. In order
to achieve optimum use of government resources, the Committee had proposed to the
LCSD that Kiu Tsui Beach should be excluded from the list of statutory beaches and
suggested that another beach by the side of it be put on the list.

Tseung Kwan O Swimming Pool
9. The LCSD had finished re-tiling the bottom surface of the Tseung Kwan O

Swimming Pool. Besides, most of the facilities for the disabled were also
completed.

2004 Progress Report

Election of Chairman and Vice-chairman
10. Mr. HIEW Chin and Mr. LAU Hing-kee were elected new Chairman and
Vice-chairman respectively during the first meeting (2004) of the CRS.

Culture, Recreation and Sports Committee
Sai Kung District Council

March 2004
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