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Dear Ming,

At Thursday's special meeting, I wish to raise some issues related to the
government's proposed measures to encourage the redevelopment / conversion
of old industrial buildings:

- While the government seeks to recharge our economy by promoting the
development of six new industries, there is no gaurantee that they will get
to benefit from the revitalized buildings. The owners of the newly created
space may decide to simply rent it out to someone who can afford the
highest rent, and the new industries are unable to compete with other
commericial firms in an open market given the former's precarious financial
position. In other words, a disconnect between supply and demand may arise.
I think the government should consider establishing a mechanism whereby the
refurbished units will be channeled to the new industries or organizations
that need the new space the most. '

- The proposed measures are unlikely to unleash the potential of old
industrial buildings in Wong Chuk Hang, because their owners intend to
redevelop those buildings for commercial and tourism purposes along with
the MTR South Island Line project. Sadly, that means they will probably
remain idle for a few more years -- and local community groups and NGOs are
scrambling for space all the while. I strongly urge the government to adopt
measures that would allow local groups and NGOs to take advantage of the
unused industrial buildings, even on a temporary basis. For instance, will
the government consider renting some of these empty units and then letting
local groups use them for a couple of years? Or will the government
encourage owners, in a token of charity, to permit the use of idle
buildlings by local groups so long as the latter are willing to pay a very
small amount? This is particularly URGENT as we are paying so much
attention to youth development and the provision of m

eaningful ECAs these days.

Thank you.

Best regards,
Ronald Chan
Southern District Council Member
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