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Extension of the
Environmental Levy Scheme

on Plastic Shopping Bags
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Plastic Shopping Bags: Producer Respon5|b|I|ty Scheme
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irst phase implemented since July 2009
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An enwronmenEaI levy of 50 cents each collected at retall
level

. é I IR BIEEEIRCD o fERT W
§B dlgtrlbutlon significantly r duced among
registered retailers (¥90%)
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Effectiveness of the Environmental Levy
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Support and participation from retailers and public
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|£trlet|on by registered retailers dropped by about 90%
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Levy income far less than originally estimated ¢
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o AL EEELE ”jj%ﬁ&glrfﬁjﬁ,%%;gpﬁ‘wl
jOI‘Ity |n he communlty considered it helpful for
adopting a BYOB habit
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Charting the Way For
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Already mculcated a behavioural change towards BYOB

o FEFEEIF J/E‘\TL* 1 (4%)

Current scheme only covers 4 of retall outlets
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Time to move ahead, do more for the environment
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Justifications for Full Extension
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Indiscriminate use of PSBs remains a serious problem
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Public opinion suppo0rts an extended coverage

* Flﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ%}%? "ﬁﬁ@zl@;@gﬂ
X

tensive coverage consistent with international trend
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A key iollcy tool of the Waste M agement Strategy
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indings of the Landfill Survey on Dlsposal of Plastic Shopplng Bags
(Unit: Estimated Annual Disposal)
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2009= & 1 2010%F = 1
Mid 2009 Mid 2010
e F % & 40| Retailer Category FI_FJJ['[E*/EF F IIFJI[‘{/?F
Million/Yr Million/Yr
&k Tl #) Supermarkets 488.22 84.22
EI%HFFF Convenience Stores 89.98 15.33
Fanl
ﬁiﬁfgéd i@sﬂrﬁnTetic Bags 79.14 o357
[ ZSub-Total 657.34 153.12
£l 9 Others
U E P74 Reusable Bags 9.88 17.74
AREdPE P42 Paper Shopping Bags 27.95 43.40
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1429.72

if"EJ’ﬂ?fi'Pﬁ%ﬁ Plastic Garbage Bags _ _
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Full Extension of the Environmental Levy on PSBs
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Go beyond chadin operators to cover also SME retallers
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Need to consider operational det ils, including:
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Exemption:? PSB use on food hygiene grounds generally considered justifiable

— JEECEEYS  BHCETEEEG EE
Two_lapproaches for handling the PSB ¢harge: remitted to
retailers
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overn tor retgined by
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Full Extension of the Levy Scheme: Proposed Exemptions
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Applicable to PSBs directly and soIer used for carrying certain fresh food
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'Fresh food’ could mean seafood, meat and poultry, fruit and vegetable, cooked food etc.
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Other circumstances of PSB use for food giene reasons
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Flat-top bags: should their use (beyohd carrying food) be regulated?
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Plastic Shopping Bags in Perspectives
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‘Plastic Shopping Bags’

— FIE GBS > FT ~ FUE RS
As defined by laws, and subject to charging now and in future

o TR R
‘Non Woven'’ Bags
~ A TR I R

Commonly referred as being ‘environmentally friendly’, yet made of
plastic and subject to charging
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Il Extension: Approaches in Handling Charge Collected

o iearilrik - IPTF{]‘—«T? 72

Continu Wlth the emittance’ approach ?
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‘Retention’ approach’>
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Handling of Charge Collected

o [HIEF

he ‘Remittance’ Approach
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Currently implemented in ~3000 major or chalned retall outlets In Hong Kong
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Require elaborated compliance ystem or thjjpubllc money involved
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Similar to Ireland, but no equivalent VAT system |n Hong Kong
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Could create undue burden on SMEs in terms of extra operating and compliance costs
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Handling of Charge Collected
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The ‘Retention
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Similar initiative already implemented in Mainland and Taiwan

Approach

e A

n economic disincentive for waste reduction
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Minimal operatl g costs, conducwe for easy adoption among SMEs
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Eware Your Views With Us

o hik ZRE - ST 0
By Post, Emall, Fax

. jﬁzedﬂ#~©~~ R A FI
éonsultatlon period :
from now till 16 August, 2011
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Save Money, Save the Environment
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Save money Save the environment

~ Thank You ~
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Levy Income and PSBS Dlstrlbuted by Reglstered Retailers
under the Levy Scheme (July 2009 to March 2011)

B #/Period g LI FIEHS ?’;’Féﬁjﬁl@iﬁ’fgﬁ?’%ﬁﬁﬁ'

Levy Income PSBs Distributed Equivalent
37— Z g’ 1st Q return #4670 741 340 £ i
572 Z g 2nd Q return 2@640%% bty | ZSOF'JJ {lit
5= F 57 3rd Q return FI6TOF 7 741 340 fi
STPUZ B 4th Q return 74570 741 1404 fi
57—~ & 2 F e Full first-year total 542 SSOF'JJﬁ 595 100%[’[&'
371 Z B 5th Q return ?%6301}“1[% 791 2601}5'1[{[:5'
57+ % g 6th Q return 7462047 741 240
51+ FHed 7th Q return 796507 741 300 i
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FEH T IRIE RS2 a8 B L (2000 )
No. of Establishments with
Different Floor Areas in Respect of All Retailers (2009)
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AT 17 %rf PR SR Froib=
Floor Area N””.‘ er of Percentage
Establishments

<100 T # PR (Sqg. m) 44 956 90.5%
100 - 1491 # 2 AN Sg. m 2269 4.6%
150 - 199" # T Kl Sq. m 634 1.3%
200=¢5 1] F1 1 20 NSg. m 1776 3.6%

49 635 100.0%

SRR BORRE R > 20097 AN E S T ETA —2SEN] RRTRL ~ R SR l'é;rp‘b’%%, A
Source : 2009 Annual Survey of Economic Activitigs - Import/Export, Wholesale and Retail Trades, and Accommodation and Food

Services Sectors (2009) (C&SD)

Most of them are SMEs
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Finding of the Landfill Survey on DISpgSBJ of PSBs

(Unit : Estimated Annual Disposal) (F15¢: (35 = i) Tove Hong Keng _
ZOOSC)iEF Eg[l 201((j)£F = gl @[ﬂﬁ%
Mid200 Mid 201 _
%5 M Retail Cat. F I = " (et = SJ}%’F" OIJHU?F“EHJF&
j I\I/I/Yr I\I/I/Yr 1]15_'}75 Yo
@71 Supermarkets 488.22 84.22 -82.8% egulated
: . categories recorded
|EI%JFFF Convenience stores 89.98 15.33 -83.0% S o e
: reduction
HAGEZEIAI =% Medicare & ) 2
Cﬁésmetlc 2 79.14 5357 | 323%
J SSub-total 657.34 153.12 ( 767% ) | % 1] B ?; %2
2 éuﬁj{c t’iFFF Bakeries & cake 262.18 316.66 20.8% F‘ J+ TEr > YR
FI& P Det: 47.62 41.41 -13.0% [z Fam
stores g homé acgz sories Reductlon by
BT T A FFF cooked food outlets 326.98 349.68 6.9% registered
j.;:_r ¥ = A Books, retailers could be
onerles glft hovelties 20552 e i as high as 90%
Eﬁgfﬁpﬂy ﬁ’ﬁ— Fashion & footwear 34.79 52.28 50.3%
RN B ® EEEATE T
lectridal and tepl'ecoﬁ it o5 10.69 7.4% y Vs :Flﬁfﬁ [l
ik - PSP Newspaper and 121.43 98.79 18.6% |/ | HIEI=
g Growth recorded
4 Others 3197.71 340042 | 6.3% D | at those cat. not
-/ ZF Sub-total 4 021.19 4 290.62 6.7% yet regulated
SgrTotal 4 678.53 4 443.74 -5.0%
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Problem remains serious
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Plastic Shopping Bags in Perspectives
! e oy
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‘Plastic Shopping Bags’

— FIE GBS > FT ~ FUE RS
As defined by laws, and subject to charging now and in future

o TR R
‘Non Woven'’ Bags
~ A TR I R

Commonly referred as being ‘environmentally friendly’, yet made of
plastic and subject to charging
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Plastic Shopping Bags in Perspectives

Paper Bags with Plastic Lamination

= (IR BRSSO R
ubject to charging due to its plastic content; should also consider their
environmental implications due to paper consumption

‘Flat Top’ Bags
— FEEL AR (R R R

Not subject to the current levy due to lack of carrying device; will no
longer be exempted across-the-board in future
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Experience of Other Places : Mainland *
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Implemented at retall level, starting from 2008

o I 5 (IR R L A A
FuII coverage with exemption for bagJEs carrying specified fresh or cooked
food

o [IFERIFIE RS, 5 l%j[ [ ]

Variabl charge as set, and retained, by individu
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Experience of Other PlaceF Taiwan
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Implemented at retail | 2002

o JIEEEE > — O0= @ﬁﬂwﬁﬁﬁ

'
Implemented by phases; extended coverage in 2003

o EENE T EETE APUpR LS

Exemption for ags carrying specified fresh food
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e as set, and retalned by individ
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Experience of Other Places : Ireland
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Implemented at retail level, startiﬁml; from 2002

o T o (ST R T A

Full coverage with exemption for bags carrying specified fresh food

o AT » TR R % PRSI R PR

Fixed levy, remitted to Revenue Commissioner in full via VAT system
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Save money Save the environment

~ Thank You ~



