 Summary of the Minutes of

the 5th Meeting of the Sha Tin District Council (2007 Session)

The 5th meeting of the Sha Tin District Council (STDC) (2007 session) was held on 27 September 2007.  The major issues discussed are summarised below: 

Visit of Director of Planning to STDC


2.
Director of Planning briefly introduced the work of Planning Department and the overall planning of Sha Tin district.  

3.
Some members pointed out the screen effect of the development project of Tai Wai Depot and Tai Wai Station.  Members requested for an airflow assessment on the project and reduction of the development scale and building density.  A member further asked if the project was endorsed by the previous term of District Council. Some members suggested that planning standard should be adjusted to reflect public expectation and needs of local residents.  Some members remarked that the overall planning of Tai Wai was out of balance and requested for provision of sports and recreational facilities at areas 4C and 4D.  A member suggested converting vacant school premises into Community Halls or premises for recreational use.  
4.
A member urged the Government to expedite the construction of Hin Keng Station in Tai Wai and construction of large scale shopping mall on top of Tai Wai Depot, and to connect it with the nearby estates by footbridge and develop a hiking trail from Tai Po Road to Hung Mui Kuk Road as a scenic spot.  Some members suggested the Government to redevelop Lek Yuen Estate and Wo Che Estate.  One member proposed to expedite the construction of Northern Link in order to ease the passenger flow of East Rail.  Some members stated that air pollution was serious and proposed the Government to reserve area as green belt to reduce air and noise pollution.  Another member said that the Planning Department should carry out the 3rd phase boring work to improve the water quality of Shing Mun River and develop it as one of the scenic spots of Sha Tin.  A member remarked that the land use of Fotan industrial area should be handled with flexibility to allow commercial and cultural development.
5.
Director of Planning replied that approval for Tai Wai Project was granted before the airflow assessment guideline published last year.  Advice would be given to KCRC to improve the airflow and layout of the buildings in order to satisfy public expectations.  She remarked that the newly established Development Bureau would coordinate the issues on planning, lands, public works, environment preservation and cultural development.  She would liaise with Housing Department and Transport Department to follow up the issues on the Northern Link and Redevelopment of Lek Yuen and Wo Che Estates.  She agreed that West Rail and East Rail should be linked up and the project would be accorded with priority.  She said that the proposals of using vacant school premises and handling the usage of land would be taken into consideration.  Regarding the influence of air pollution on foreign investments, she said that the Department would liaise closely with the Environment Protection Department and other relevant departments.  Finally, she committed that all the suggestions put forward by members would be followed up with relevant departments.  
Visit of Secretary for Home Affairs to STDC


6.
Secretary for Home Affairs stated that the purpose of this visit was to listen to members’ comment on the work of Home Affairs Bureau.  He remarked that the Olympic Equestrian Event would be held in Sha Tin next year and the Government would try its best in organizing the Event.

7.
Some members asked for abolition of appointment system and the implementation of dual universal suffrage by 2012.  They also said that the District Council should be assigned with the power in allocating resources and according the priority of works.  Other members said that the District Council should diversify the composition by including more professionals.  Some members asked about the approach of Government in promoting civic education for the next generation and suggested the Government to promote education on the modern history of China and to include human rights education in the school syllabus.  Some members said that District Council members encountered difficulties on setting up ward office in private and public housing estates.  A member requested the Government to consider waiving the rent of District Council members’ ward offices in public housing estates.  Regarding the distribution of gift packs for the celebration activities, a member questioned the criteria in choosing the voluntary organizations responsible for carrying out the assigned activity.   
8.
A member said that the Government failed to exercise proper control outside Sha Tin Station on the distribution of promotional leaflets, display of pornographic advertisements and promotion by Fa Lun Gong.  Some members said that relevant departments should assist members in resolving local issues even during the election period.  They also requested HAD to reinforce communication with Owners Corporations by means of regular visit and providing legal advice.  Another member asked the Government to increase local facilities including libraries and community halls, and to resolve the problem of illegal bicycle parking.  Some members remarked that sports and recreational facilities in Ma On Shan were inadequate as over half of the facilities were occupied due to Olympic Equestrian Events. Other members also suggested the Government to increase the old age allowance and allow District Council funding to be used for activities held in Guangdong Province.  A member suggested that more professional personnel should be invited to participate in managing District Councils, works projects and district facilities.  They also said that bureau officials should attend District Management Committee meeting to help resolving local issues.

9.
Secretary for Home Affairs replied that all Government departments would continue to assist District Council members in resolving local problems even during the election period.  He said that the Government did place emphasis on the role of District Council by expanding its functions on managing district facilities.  He remarked that as suggested by some members, the existing structure of District Council still had room for improvement.  Regarding the recreational facilities, he said that the Bureau would consider the overall planning in allocating resources for developing facilities in each district.  He remarked that the Government will consider using school halls and sports ground for recreational activities to ease the problem in Ma On Shan.  He further said that the Olympic Equestrian Events would provide an opportunity to solve the problem of illegal bicycle parking and the bureau was now seeking legal advice.  Besides, he said that the amended Building Management Ordinance had just been implemented since 1 August.  HAD was now collecting opinion and would hold a discussion later with all District Officers for improvement.

Confirmation of the Minutes of Meeting held on 26 July 2007


10.
The Council endorsed the revised minutes of meeting.

Reply of Government Departments to issues discussed at the last meeting


11.
The Chairman pointed out that the resurfacing works at the section of Che Kung Miu Road from Chun Shek to Tsui Tin Street were still underway since the last meeting.  He added that the core of the problem was the lack of coordination among different departments.  Sha Tin District Officer indicated that since District Council would cease operation for 3 months, Sha Tin District Office would follow up with relevant departments.
12.
Representative of Water Supplies Department replied that the water works at Hung Mui Kuk Road roundabout was still in progress which was expected to complete by the end of this year.  Representative of Highways replied that the department did inspect the roads regularly and would carry out maintenance works when necessary.  Representative of Drainage Department added that the drainage work at Lek Yuen Street would soon be completed and the resurfacing work was expected to finish in early October.  Besides, the resurfacing work of Wo Che Street would be completed by the first quarter of 2008.  

Funding Application for 2007/2008 Sha Tin Festive Lighting


13.
Members endorsed the above funding application.

Financial Situation of STDC as at 18 September 2007


Revised Estimates of STDC


Report of the Working Group on Mid-autumn Festival


14.
Members noted the above reports.

Progress Reports of the Culture, Sports & Community Development Committee, Development & Housing Committee, Education & Welfare Committee, Health & Environment Committee, Transport and Traffic Committee 


15.
Members noted the above reports.

Finance & General Affairs Committee


16.
Members endorsed the draft of 2004-2007 District Council Report.

Sha Tin District Recreation and Sports Activity Programme of Leisure and Cultural Services Department for the First Quarter (April to June) of 2008/09


17.
Members noted the above report.

Question raised by Mr. KAN Chun-nin on Redevelopment of Lek Yuen Estate


18.
 Mr. KAN asked the Housing Department about the redevelopment of Lek Yuen Estate and recommended rehousing of residents within the area.  Another member also said that Lek Yuen Estate should be redeveloped first followed by Wo Che Estate.  Besides, he pointed out that residents endangered by the slopes at Upper and Lower Wo Che and the elderly at Lek Yuen Estate should be arranged for rehousing in the same area.

19.
Representative of Housing Department replied that survey was conducted on the 10 oldest housing estates last year and Lek Yuen Estate was not included in the list at the moment.  He emphasized that Housing Department had an overall planning strategy on the maintenance and redevelopment of public housing estates.  He said that the recommendation of Mr. Kan had been referred to the relevant section of the department for consideration.  The Chairman asked the representative of Housing Department to refer members’ recommendation to Housing Authority for consideration, and to utilize the new housing estates as a chance to rehousing the residents of Lek Yuen Estate within the same area.

Question raised by HO Suk-ping on Repair, Maintenance and Management of Public Housing and Home Ownership Scheme Housing


20.
Ms. Ho quoted the case of Chung On Estate Bus Terminal and requested the Government to clarify the ownership and management rights of public housing in order to delineate the responsibility of maintenance. 

21.
Representative of Housing Department replied that most of the public housings and Home Ownership Scheme Housings were attached with a bus terminal.  He said that the ownership of the shopping mall belonged to the Link while the bus terminal was under the Housing Department.   He said that he would follow up the issue raised by Ms. HO.

Report of the District Management Committee


22.
Sha Tin District Officer stated that District Council would cease operation from 2 October 2007 to 31 December 2007 but members could still refer any local issue to departments for follow up action.

23.  A member requested Shatin District Office to urge relevant departments to expedite the provision of bicycle parking spaces and carry out joint clearance operation to remove bicycles illegal parked at the interchange of Sunshine City in Ma On Shan.  Another member asked if the title of District Councilor could still be used when District Council ceased operation.

24.
Sha Tin District Officer replied that Highways Department and Transport Department would follow up the bicycle parking spaces at the interchange of Sunshine City.  He said that the District Office had been discussed with the Police, Transport Department and Lands Department on the responsibility of the clearance operation in order to solve the problem as soon as possible.  Regarding the title of District Councilor, he remarked that members should handle with care by complying with the election guideline.

Close of Meeting

25.
The Chairman thanked members and representatives of departments for their support and cooperation over the past four years.  The meeting closed at 6:45 p.m.
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